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EDITOR’S NOTE 
» 4 


Ne SOONER DID THE DETROIT 
Pistons achieve the pinnacle of bas- 
ketball success last spring than Isiah Thomas 
tried to retire the “Bad Boys” label that 
defined their climb up the NBA ladder. 
Charlie Vincent analyzes the new Pistons— 
and tells why they won’t repeat—in this 
issue’s annual “NBA and College Basketball 
Preview.” 

The rest of the scoop on pro basketball 
begins on page 30. We tell you why the 
Cleveland Cavaliers, led by Mark Price and 
Brad Daugherty, will continue their rise all the 
way to the finals, and why the Dallas 
Mavericks, sparked by Roy Tarpley and Derek 
Harper, will be the surprise team waiting to 
meet them. The Knicks, a rising power, and 
the Lakers, a declining one, will join Cleve- 
land and Dallas in the 
NBA final four. 

Another NBA 
team that will be 
right in the battle 
this season is Don 
Nelson’s Golden State 
Warriors. Leading 
their attack will be 
former St. John’s All- 
America Chris Mullin, an NBA All-Star last 
season. Mullin came through a difficult bout 
with alcohol to help the Warriors stun the 
Utah Jazz in last year's playoffs. Now at 
peace with himself, Mullin sat down with 
Glenn Dickey for a wide-ranging discussion 
that covered, among other things, Manute 
Bol, alcohol abuse, and the upcoming sea- 
son. Dickey’s conversation with Mullin 
starts on page 20. 

We shift into an academic mode with our 
college preview, be- 
ginning on page 52. 
Everyone knows 
about All-America 
guard Chris Jackson, 
but it is 7-foot new- 
comers Shaquille 
O’Neal and Stanley 
Roberts who have the 
folks excited down in 
Cajun country. We'll tell you why Jackson, 
O’Neal, and Roberts will make the Tigers 
the top dog come March. 

Speaking of academics, Propositions 42 
and 48, the NCAAs grade and test stan- 
dards bylaws, have been coming under more 
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severe criticism as 
the eligibility ax con- 
tinues to fall on high 
school seniors. John 
Chaney, men’s basket- 
ball coach at Temple, 
)} tells you why Props. 
42 and 48 aren't 
working; Harvey Schil- 
ler, commissioner of 
the Southeastern Conference, tells you why 
they are. You can make up your own mind 
when you read our article beginning on page 
74, 

Meanwhile, slapshots and faceoffs re- 
mind us that it’s hockey season, and there- 
fore time for our “Hockey Ratings and 
Inside Stuff” Who was the NHL's least 
valuable player? What was the worst draft of 
the decade? What was the best? Why are the 
Canadiens on the way down? Why are the 
Devils on the way up? What impact will the 
Soviet invasion have on the NHL? Who is 
better now: Wayne Gretzky or Mario Lemieux? 

Experts Stan Fischler and Jeff Gordon are 
there to tell you who's hot, who’s not, who's 
up, and who's down. 
It all starts on page 
80. 

And as the pen- 
nant races wind 
down, the baseball 
playoffs will be occu- 
pying most sports 
fans’ minds. Two pe- 
rennial contenders, 
the Oakland A’s and the New York Mets, 
geared up for the stretch drive with mid- 
season trades for a couple of premier leadoff 
men, Rickey Henderson and Juan Samuel. The 
price exacted in return by the Yankees and 
Phillies highlights the high esteem baseball 
people hold for the man at the top of the 
lineup card. But will Henderson and Samuel 
put their teams over the top? Bob Klapisch 
and Tracy Ringolsby are there to tell you, 
discussing the importance of having a good 
leadoff man, and the impact these two 
explosive offensive forces have had on their 
teams. 

Good reading. 


Weithel K. Nesko — 
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Rhythm And Romance — [ame] | STAY WITH ME Caimi) | Appetite For Destruction (arin 


CROSBY, STILLS, NASH 376°533 
AND YOUNG 


SUICIDAL TENDENCIES 374-710 

[arcane] How Will | Laugh Tomorrow — 

AMERICAN DREAM When | Can't Even Smile Today |<! 
PAULA ABDUL = 374°637 | CYNDILAUPER 377°887 | uisauisaacuttvam 378-893 
Forever Your Girl [mmam) } A Night To Remember [me] | Straight To The Sky [connor] 
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EDIE BRICKELL & 374-835 
NEW BOHEMIANS (oar) 


‘Shooting Rubberbands Ar The Stars 


DIRTY DANCING _ 1381-152 
Live In Concert fra) 391-151 
Original Soundtrack 


SALE 


THE INCREDIBLE 
“] CAN'T BELIEVE 
IT’S STILL JUST 
A PENNY” 


12 ALBUMS 

FOR IC: 
PLUS A CHANCE TO 
GET 2 MORE FREE! 


Tommy Conwell & 373-027 | Joan serra THE 368-340 
BLACKHEAATS 


Up Your Alley [cos astomXceeanT] 


MICHAEL BOLTON 383-083 | BORIS GREBENSHIKOV 383-513 | NENEH CHERRY 362°994 DONNA SUMMER 382-960 RIA 382-341 
SOUL PROVIDER coum) | RADIO SILENCE Zuma] | RAW LIKE SUSHI ween] | Another Place and Time mann] Cra BOT wave [ere] ig ahs ta [carerex] 


The Rumblers— 


[Cocina 


Rumble 


“ABT | ithe Scie pct $93:36G 


Be Unbroken Vol. ti 


tSelections with two numbers count as two selections 
—write each number in a separate box. 


CHOOSE CASSETTES OR RECORDS! 


82°119 


TOM PETTY & 357-772 
HEARTBREAKERS — 
LET ME UP en. 


STEVIE RAY VAUGHAN 382-374 
& DOUBLE TROUBLE 


IN STEP ws 


The Cult-Sonic Temple. 
New York City: Sun King: 
American Horse; Soldier 
Blue: etc. (Sire) 381-798 


Richard Marx—Repeat 


Goodbye: Satisfied; etc. 
(EMI) 380.91 


Offender. Too Late To Say 


Madonna—Like A Prayer. 
Love Song; Spanish Eyes: 

Express Yourself; Cherish; 
plus more. (Sire) 379-594 


Fine Young Cannibals— 
The Raw & The Cooked. 
Good Thing; plus more. 


S (LRS) 379-214 


DOKKEN 1376-228 | AL JARREAU 376-186 
Beast From The East (2) 396*226 | Heart's Horizon =] 
Dickey Betts Bands 375-576 
Pattern Disruptive [ere] 
DIRE STRAITS 375°055 
Money For Nothing |sisarmoz) 


10 YEARS AFTER 380- 
Cricklewood Green 


THE DRIFTERS 


[oe 


376731 


San Wat ota Cases] 396*739 


816 


Aretha Franklin 1350-793 
Greatest Hits ===] 390-799 


STONES +00 Gn vain seer 390° 


GEORGE THOROGOODé 365-502 


CARLY SIMON THE DESTROYERS 


Greatest Hits Live 
RAM IT DOWN awe) 
[wan] |... TWICE SHY 
Believe it or not, you can still get 12 albums for a 
penny! Just mail the application together with your 
check or money order for $1.86 as payment in full 
(that's 1¢ for your first 12 selections, plus $1.85 to help 
cover shipping and handling charges). In exchange, 
you simply agree to buy 8 more selections (at regular 


Club prices) in the next three years—and you may 
cancel membership anytime after doing so. 


How the Club operates: every four weeks (13 times a 
year) you'll receive the Club's music magazine, which 
describes the Selection of the Month for each musical 
interest...plus hundreds of alternates from every field 
of music. In addition, up to six times a year you may 
receive offers of Special Selections, usually at a 
discount off regular Club prices, for a total of up to 19 
buying opportunities. 

If you wish to receive the Selection of the Month or 
the Special Selection, you need do nothing—it will be 
shipped automatically. If you prefer an alternate selec- 
tion, or none at all, fill in the response card always 
provided and mail it by the date specified. You will 
always have at least 10 days to make your decision. If 
you ever receive any Selection without having 10 days 
to decide, you may return it at our expense. 

The selections you order during your membership 
will be billed at regular Club prices, which currently are 
$7.98 to $9.98—plus shipping and handling. (Multi-unit 
sets, Special and Classical Selections may be some- 
what higher) If you decide to continue as a member 
after completing your enrollment agreement, you'll be 
eligible for our “buy one—get one free” money-saving 
bonus plan. 
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381-178 


[cari ) 


STEVIE NICKS 381-103 | JODY WATLEY 381-061 | WYNTON MARSALIS 380-394 
Larger than Life ai | Wena the tee 


KARYN WHITE 375°394 
[Marines whos.) 
BARBRA STREISAND 374°884 
Till | Loved You es) 
: 
Classics from the 50s, 60s, 70s 
THE 4 SEASONS 379:099 | Crossy,sTits, NASH 378-745 
1376-657 
CEE NH maw (651 390-655 
JONI MITCHELL 367-102 | LITTLE FEAT 363+523 | Lywyap skynyro Bano 363-499 
Court and Spark [ssvaim) | Feats Don't Fail Me Now [amenamas) | Street Survivors :, 
BEST OF +357°616 | JANIS JOPLIN 355008 | JIM! HENDRIX 353-102 
THE DOORS ==) 397-612 | CHEAP THRILLS _|aiweaj | Are YouExperienced? (mms 


ROLLING |.s3s-] t350-652 


BUDDY HOLLY __ 1348-110 
658 | orig. Master Tapes =) 398-115 


CHEAP TRICK 
LAP OF LUXURY 


TONE-LOC 379°875 
Loc'ed After Dark [maoswn) 


MANOWAR 376-129 
KINGS OF METAL [auawne 
375°279 


JOURNEY'S R.E.M. 375162 
GREATEST HITS (cxuwen] | GREEN [amen ] 
BULLETBOYS 374-702 | BAD COMPANY 374-660 
{mmexanz] | DANGEROUS AGE mune) 

GRATEFUL DEAD 378-406 

‘Skeletons From The Closet (samen anon | 


367°573 


col 


HUMBLE PIE 
SMOKIN’ 


sTcanTe) 
STEPPENWOLF 72°425 
16 GREATEST HITS Wea 
a] 

“1 


CDs and videocassettes also available to Club 
members. Each issue of the music magazine con- 
tains a wide selection of the latest hits and old favor- 
ites on Compact Discs. In addition, from time to time 
videocassettes are also available. And best of all, the 
CDs or videocassettes you purchase as a Club mem- 
ber will count toward fulfillment of your membership 
obligation. 
10-Day Risk-Free Trial: welll send details of the 
Clubs operation with your introductory shipment. If 
you are not satisfied for any reason whatsoever, just 
return everything within 10 days for a full refund and 
you will have no further obligation. So act now! 
ORDER YOUR FIRST SELECTION NOW AT A 
BIG DISCOUNT—HAVE LESS TO BUY LATER— 
AND GET 2 EXTRA ALBUMS, FREE! 
If you wish, you may also choose your first selection 
right now and we'll give it to you for as much as 60% 
off regular Club prices—only $3.98. Enclose payment 
now and you'll receive it with your 12 introductory 
albums. This discount purchase immediately reduces 
your obligation—you then need buy just 7 more selec- 
tions (instead of 8) in the next three years. What's 
more, this discount purchase also entitles you to still 2 
more albums as a bonus, FREE! Just check the box in 
the application and fill in numbers of your first selec- 
tion and 2 free bonus albums! 


CBS/Columbia House 


1400 North Fruitridge Avenue «Terre Haute. Indiana 47811 


JEFF HEALEY BAND 375-873 
SEE THE LIGHT [aaa] 


GRATEFUL DEAD 358-89 

American Beau Cos 
BEACH BOYS _*346°445 | VAN HALEN 369-371 
MADE IN U.S.A. [S==| 396-440 | QU812 [Ramen nos 


FOREIGNER 364-018 | PRETENDERS 362-541 
Inside Information _[=uar) | THE SINGLES [= 
368-050 | REO Speedwagon 367°672 | ROBERTPLANT 366-716 

we] | Greatest Hits fm) | NOW AND ZEN [eraunea) 
DE LA SOUL 381-160 | NATLIE COLE 381-673 
3 Feet High and Rising —_{sowareav) | Good To Be Back [=] 


Guns N’ Roses—GN'R 
Lies. Patience: Move 

To The City; Nice Boys; 
etc (Geffen) 376-087 


Debbie Gibson—Electric 
Youth. Lost In Your Eyes: 

Who Loves Ya Baby? plus 
more (Atlantic) 377275 


ROACHFORD 382-010 | HENRY LEE SUMMER 380-352 

fme) | I've Got Everything parasccmn) 
KIX 375-832 | FLEETWOOD MAC 375-782 
BLOW MY FUSE (mame) | GREATEST HITS —_ [ramaivanoa 


-38 SPECIAL 375°139 | RATT 375-07 
Rock & Roll Strategy fu) | Reach For The Sky [suxne 
WINGER 374-652 | EDDIEMONEY = 374-223 
[wane | Nothing To Lose [couwan] 
VIXEN 374-108 | ANITA BAKER 374-058 
on Giving You The Best That 1Got [aunrea) 
U2 1374-017 | BANGLES 373°829 
RATTLE AND HuM[==] 394-015 | EVERYTHING (buna 
LITTLE FEAT 373°720 | KING DIAMOND = 373°159 
LET IT ROLL jmmeneos] | “THEM”? [ranceacins 


BRITNY FOX 372-813 | METALLICA 1372-805 
PRN FON oom | teers 90.803 
POISON 368-688 | THESTORYOF 1368-597 
Open Up and Say..AHH! — reapaocencma] | CLASH, VOL. | @=) 398°594 


BOBBY MCFERRIN 369-306 
Simple Pleasures 


ta 


JAMES TAYLOR'S 291-302] BESTOFTHE  291°278 | SANTANA'S 244-459 | Bos pyLAN's 7212-654 | TRACY CHAPMAN 369-892 | Neil Young/Bluenotes 369°462 
GREATEST HITS _ [wmanscs] | DOOBIE BROS. _fmmanonon) | GREATEST HITS [ectimma) | Greatest Hits Voi. i1(coommn] 392-654 amma] | This Note's For You area] 
JACKSON BROWNE 292-243 | LED ZEPPELIN $291-682 | ALICECOOPER 291°476]| LED ZEPPELIN 291°435] paT BENATAR 370-528 | JIMMY PAGE 370-387 
THE PRETENDER _{isvamy | Physical Graffiti (meses) 391-680 | GREATEST HITS _[weaneosj | Led Zeppelin IV [mxawne] | Wide Awake in Dreamland — [awne) | OUTRIDER [ar] 
CREEDENCE _ (rms) t308-049] LynyAo sxywyaD BANDT307°447 | BEST OF EMERSON 306°969 | CHEAP TRICK 292-326 | MELISSA 371-468 | STEVE WINWOOD 371°211 
CLEARWATER 398-040] Gold & Platinum (sj 397-448 | LAKE & PALMER tmase) | AT BUDOKAN (==) | ETHERIDGE sows) | ROLL WITH IT — 
EAGLES 317-768 | YES 313-031 | CHICAGO" 312°314 | THE BABYS 312-256 | GREGG ALLMAN 372-177 | BLUE OYSTER CULT 372-110 
Greatest Hits Vol. I! isuw) | CLASSIC YES [xxavne} | Greatest Hits, Vol. Il _[csiuwaa] | The Babys-Anthology —_[cwrais] | Just Betore The Gullets Fly me] | IMAGINOS oma] 
THE BYRDS 342-501 | BAD COMPANY  341°313 | JOE COCKER’S 0911 | ELTON JOHN'S —-319°541 | sKiD ROW 379-602 | QUEEN 383-547 
GREATEST HITS (=awoa] | 10 FROME muwe) | GREATEST HITS am) | GREATEST HITS [mea [mone] | THE MIRACLE CARTOL 
THE TRAVELING 375°089 | Kiri TeKanawa 343-269 | JETHRO TULL 345-157 | KENNY ROGERS 313-700 SS SS SS SSS S22 =] SS 
WILBURYS VOL.1__ [msn] | Verdi & Puccini__(esssaiaj | AQUALUNG [penne] | GREATEST HITS aay) Tcesicoumbia House, 1400 N. Fruitridge Ave. 218/F89 
AEROSMITH 359-075 | GRATEFUL DEAD 357-087 | HEART 356-667 | THE POLICE 348-318 |) PRO. Box 1130, Terre Haute, Indiana 47811-1130 
eetipanentNecation fer |_IN THE DARK =x) | BAD ANIMALS (arr | Every Breath You Take __[8] | | am enclosing check or money order for $1.86 (that's 1¢ for my 12 
BILLY IDOL 360°107 | JETHRO TULL 360-040 | WHITE LION 359-471 | .38 SPECIAL 359-273 | introductory selections. plus f 85 for shipping and handling). 
VITAL IDOL omeus| | Crest Of A Knave [(Serms] | PRIDE tmuane) | FLASHBACK mu) |, Please accept my application under the terms outlined in this 
W.A.S.P . LYNYAD skywyRD BAND 361-303 | YES 361-170 | BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 360-115 | advertisement. lagree to buy 8more cassettes or records (at regular 
Live...In The Raw LEGEND wa) | BIG GENERATOR mes) | TUNNEL OF LOVE —_faxawaxy |) Club prices) in the next three years—and may cancel membership 


| anytime after doing so. 


Send my selections in this type of recording (check one): 
| LICASSETTES (JRECORDS 


| Also send my first selection for up to a 60% discount, for 


which | am also enclosing additional 
| payment of $3.98. | then need buy only 7 — oa, 


more (instead of 8), at regular Club prices in 
This discount purchase 
entitles me to these 
| My main musical interest is (check one): 


2albums FREE! 


the next three years. 
(But | may always choose from any category) 


(J) COUNTRY SOFT ROCK (1 BLACK MUSIC 
Hank Williams Jr. Richard Marx, Lisa Lisa & Cult Jam, 
Reba McEntire Madonna Jody Watley 

(J HEAVY METAL () HARD ROCK () Pop 

Guns N Roses Tom Petty, Barbra Streisand. 
Great White Living Colour Barry Manilow 


| CL) EASY LISTENING 1) JAZZ (1) CLASSICAL 

| Gir. 
CL) Mrs 

| CO] Miss First Name Imttal Last Name 

| Address Apt. 

| City. 

| |) 

| Do youhave a telephone? (01)() YES (] NO FRI/WS 
Do you have a credit card? (03)(] YES L) NO FR2/EM 

nt to reject any application or cancel any memberstep. These 


Puerto Rico. wnte for detaits of 
onto. Apphcable sales tax added 
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STARTING AT GROUND ZERO 


No Kicking Tee Gives College Football a New Perspective 


IF YOU’RE AT A FOOTBALL GAME THIS FALL AND DECIDE 
to beat everybody to the nacho stand by skipping out before the 
extra-point attempt, think twice. The Football Rules Committee of 
the NCAA voted last winter to eliminate the use of tees on PAT and 
field-goal attempts. Not only is the PAT not as much of a given, but 
coaches are now thinking 
twice before trying that 45- 
yard field goal. 

The 12-member commit- 
tee, chaired by Georgia 
Tech athletic director 
Homer Rice, considered the 
following data before ap- 
proving the change: PATs 
had become virtually auto- 
matic, less dramatic than 
the coin toss. The rate of 
conversion had increased 
from 68% in 1958 (when 
district substitution rules 
required one of the regu- 
lars on the field to do the 
kicking) to 95.6% in 1987. 
The average number of field 
goals converted per game 
also increased, from 1.8 per 
game in 1958 to 2.3 in 1984. 
It didn’t hurt the kicking 
game, either, that the goal 
posts have been widened 
from 186" in 1958 to today’s 
234". 

Kevin J. Greene, who 
ended his career at Syr- 
acuse helping extend the 
Orangemen’s NCAA record of 260 consecutive successful PAT at- 
tempts, expects most of the adjustments to be made above the neck 
instead of below the ankle. “At first, it will seem like a big differ- 
ence,” he says. “You don’t seem to get as much distance or as much 
height. It seems to psych people out. They try to do different 
things, then they try to do things they aren't capable of doing.” 

The 5'9", 185-pound Greene says smaller kickers will face 
smaller problems. “It’s strange, and maybe Chris Bahr was the first 
person who mentioned this to me, but the size of your foot has 
something to do with it,” he says. “If you have a smaller foot, you're 
better off because you're not going to catch the turf with your toes. I 
wear a size-7 kicking shoe; the normal size is a size 8.” 

Obviously, many kickers have struggled going from college ball 
and the tee to the NFL, which doesn’t use the tee. Few low-round 
draft picks have been used for kickers, and the performances of 
college stars such as Tony Franklin (who kicked a 67-yard field goal 


Kicking tees—and the automatic PAT—are gone. 


at Texas A&M, but struggled as a pro) and John Lee (Mr. Accuracy 
at UCLA, but erratic with the Cardinals) have reinforced the 
opinion that kicking ability can’t be judged by how a kicker did in 
college using a tee. Consider that only four kickers were drafted last 
April, the first being Texas-E] Paso’s Chris Jacke with pick No. 142 
by Green Bay. 

“It seems like such a 
small difference,” says 
Greene, who went un- 
drafted, “but repetitions 
are so key.” Greene, al- 
though looking ahead to a 
possible pro career, said he 
didn’t even tinker with 
kicking off the ground until 
after Syracuse played in the 
Hall of Fame Bowl for fear 
the change would ruin his 
form off the tee. 

Oklahoma kicker R. D. 
Lashar is glad the rule has 
been changed. Lashar be- 
lieves the new approach will 
simply weed out many of 
the kickers who were de- 
pendent on the tee for their 
success. “For a lot of guys 
{going into the NFL], they 
can't get the height or the 
distance,” says Lashar, 
going into his senior sea- 
son. “Now they have to 
make it in college.” 

—JEFF MILLER 


A TEACHER AND HIS PUPILS 


Bobby Knight’s Coaching Legacy 


IT HAS BEEN AN ERA OF EXCELLENCE AND AN ERA OF 
turbulence. Those are the terms most often linked to the 18 years 
Bob Knight has coached Indiana University basketball. 

When Knight finally folds his red sweater, what will be his legacy? 

The numbers tell a small part of the story, but there’s more than 
his three NCAA championships, Olympic gold medal, seven Big Ten 
championships, two conference co-championships, NIT champion- 
ship, and 29-10 NCAA Tournament record. 

There's the controversial side: Puerto Rico. The chair. A trashed 
phone at courtside in a tournament victory over LSU. The book. 
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Pulling his team off the court against the Soviets. All this also is part 
of his legacy, but still not the complete picture. Knight is bigger than 
either his record or his antics. 

Perhaps it all comes into focus when you realize how many of his 
former assistants are now running their own programs. Knight's 
success in turning out coaches is no surprise to Fred Taylor, who 
coached him at Ohio State. 

“Bobby’s intellect is outstanding,” Taylor says. “He might’ve been 
the sharpest kid we had. His grades may not always have reflected 
it, but you could tell the intellect was there.” 

To aman, Knight's assistants speak of their teacher’s penchant for 
detail and repetition in practice. Taylor says it was Knight’s 
trademark as a player. 

“Nobody worked harder in practice than Bobby,” Taylor says. 
“The simplest of drills caused him to go all out. He wasn’t the kind of 
kid to make the same mistake twice. I can’t think of anyone spending 
more time on detail than Bobby.” 

Taylor, long retired from the sidelines, still works for Ohio State 
and coaches vicariously through Knight. 

“I rejoice with him when he does something,” Taylor says. “I'll 
always say it’s one of the joys I’ve had in coaching. The kids who 
played for me will remain in my thoughts for the rest of my life. 
When you have a family, you take great pride in what your kids 
accomplish. It’s the same thing in coaching.” 

Knight, who began his career at 24 at Army, thinks the same 
about his former assistants: 

Dave Bliss, New Mexico. Assistant, Army, 1967-69; assistant, 
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Indiana, 1971-75. In 14 years Bliss is 241-175, including 22-11 last 
year, his first at New Mexico. Bliss named his first son Robert. 

Bliss on Knight: “I knew Bob Knight long before people started 
punching holes in him. People who know Bob know the positives far 
outweight the negatives. He's the best coach I’ve ever met. Some 
things in life can’t be evened. How much cana son do for his father?” 

Jim Crews, Evansville. Player, Indiana, 1972-76; assistant, 
Indiana, 1977-85. In four years Crews is 70-45. 

Crews on Knight: “He taught me you have to improve every day. | 
could've stayed at Indiana for another 10 years and still learned a 
great deal, but it was time to move on, and he encouraged me.” 

Bob Donewald, Western Michigan. Assistant, Indiana, 
1973-78. In 11 years at Illinois State, Donewald was 208-121. He’s in 
his first year at Western Michigan. 

Donewald on Knight: “What Bob Knight solidified in my mind is 
that you can achieve success the right way and not stoop to the 
things you read about with disgust. You can be successful with hard 
work, without compromising your values.” 

Gale Dougherty, Ohio Northern University. Assistant, 
Army, 1966. In 17 years Dougherty is 269-179. 

Dougherty on Knight: “There are three people who gave me a 
foundation: Tates Locke [who gave Knight his first job at Army], 
Bob Knight, and Dave Smalley [Naval Academy]. I have learned a lot 
from Bob about man-to-man defenses.” 

Mike Krzyzewski, Duke. Player, Army, 1967-69; graduate 
assistant, Indiana, 1975. In 14 years Krzyzewski is 275-151, 
including 202-92 the last nine seasons at Duke. 


SHARP PORTABLE CD SYS’ EMS 
SOUND SO COoor Yy HOME... 


SHARP PORTABLE CD SYSTEMS GIVE YOU FEATURES YOU MAY NOT 
EXPECT FROM AN AC/BATTERY PORTABLE. HIGH-QUALITY SPEAKERS AND X*BASS 
CIRCUITRY CAPTURE ALL THE FULL, RICH, SOUND DIGITAL AUDIO CAN DELIVER. 
PLUS REMOTE CONTROL AND SYNTHESIZED TUNERS ON SOME MODELS. 

WHILE EVERY SHARP PORTABLE COMES WITH A HANDLE, WE WON'T BE 
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Krzyzewski on Knight: “I learned organi- 
zation, the importance of detail, and to 
surround myself with good people. We 
prepare well, but he’s the master at prepara- 
tion. He’s a brilliant man.” 

Tom Miller, Colorado. Player, Army, 
1969-71; graduate assistant, Indiana, 1975; 
assistant, Indiana, 1977-80. In nine years 
Miller is 94-146, including 23-61 the last 
three at Colorado. 

Miller on Knight: “He wasn’t an easy guy 
to play or work for. Yet he’s the best who 
ever coached basketball. He’s the smartest 
guy I've ever met, and he has an IQ that 
dwarfs most people’s. He's also a great 
person, and not enough people know that 
about him.” 

Lionell Sinn, Southern Indiana. 
Graduate assistant, Indiana, 1972-73. In 15 
years Sinn is 287-171, including 15-13 last 
year, his first as head coach at Southern 
Indiana. 


Sinn on Knight: “He’s a master at psychology. I’ve never seen 
anybody with Bobby Knight's ability to take a group of young men 
and train them and motivate them to go after a certain goal. He’s the 


best motivator I’ve ever seen.” 
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Duke’s Mike Krzyzewski: 
Knight is ‘brilliant.’ 


12-16 last season, his first as a head coach. 

Smith on Knight: “It was a great experi- 
ence to be part of a highly competitive 
situation and know we did things honestly, 
from trying to put the best possible team on 
the floor to working toward every player 
obtaining a degree. I also appreciate Bobby 
Knight as a person for all the little things he 
does for people off the court that only those 
close to him are aware of.” 

Ray Swetalla, Marycrest. Graduate 
assistant, Indiana, 1978-80. In six years is 
55-105, including 7-21 last year, his first at 
Marycrest. 

Swetalla on Knight: “I'll always be grate- 
ful for the opportunity he gave me to learn 
Division I basketball and run a program ina 
first-class way. He allowed me to be involved 
in one of the best programs in the country 
on a day-to-day basis. You can’t learn from 
anybody better than him.” 


Royce Waltman, DePauw. Assistant, Indiana, 1982-87. In two 


years Waltman is 36-16. 
Waltman on Knight: “My philosophy on the court is a lot like his. 
[My teams] use the same type of pressure defense and offense he 


uses. I’d be foolish not to take advantage of all he taught me at 
Kohn Smith, Utah State. Assistant, Indiana, 1981-87. Smith was | Indiana.” 


—JOHN DELCOS 
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Billy Packer: 
Hardcore, No-Frills Hoops 


Ox WINTER DAY 
back in the mid-’60s, a 
highly opinionated young as- 
sistant basketball coach at 
Wake Forest brought back a 
highly opinionated scouting re- 
port on an upcoming opponent. 
This, he proclaimed, was the 
definitive way to beat Team X. 

Neil Johnston, who won 
back-to-back NBA scoring ti- 
tles with the old Philadelphia 
Warriors in the early 50s, was 
also on that Wake Forest 
coaching staff. He was amused 
by his young cohort’s brash 
self-assurance. He was amused 
when his young cohort’s report 
didn’t quite prove to be gospel. 

“Often wrong, but never in 
doubt,” Johnston said to his 
young cohort. 

Someone with a fragile ego 
or inner self-doubt would have 
been bothered by the teasing, 
but no one ever accused the 
young cohort of either. Often 
wrong, but never in doubt. Billy Packer liked 
the line so much he adopted it as his calling 
card. 

He has been faithful to it ever since. In 15 
years as a ranking voice of college basket- 
ball for NBC and now CBS, Packer has been 
a man with strong opinions on every aspect 
of the game, both the specific one he’s 
covering and in general. So the line fits, but 
with one modification. Change “often” to 
“occasionally.” Billy Packer knows his stuff. 

He has to, because he certainly couldn’t 
make it as a broadcaster on his personality; 
he has none on the air. He pays no attention 
to the atmospherics that make college bas- 
ketball so entertaining—the cheerleaders, 
the pep bands, the loony fans with the 
painted faces, the hysteria. He doesn’t 
provide human-interest anecdotes. The 


Packer’ prophecies for college basketball: Players 
taking longer three-pointers, nobody fouling out, 
and all of Division I in the NCAA Tournament. 


next funny thing he says will be his first. 
He's the flip side of his old NBC partner Al 
McGuire and his current ESPN and ABC 
rival Dick Vitale, two hot personalities who 
amuse or infuriate, but in either case, evoke 
a visceral reaction. The self-promoting, 
omnipresent Vitale gets more pub than 
Packer, but it’s Pac-man who gobbles up air 
time when it counts most—at tournament 
time. He has worked the last 15, including 
every Final Four and championship game. 
Packer is hardcore, no-frills hoops. He 
speaks to the head, not the heart. He 
analzyes what’s happening and why. He 
opines on what teams have to do to win, and 
points out whether or not they're doing it. 
He evaluates performances of players, 
coaches, and officials. He doesn’t hesitate to 
criticize. In his very first experience on the 


air, back in his Wake Forest 
coaching days when he was a 
postgame guest on radio, the 
host suggested an overtime 
loss to a strong Duke team 
represented a moral victory. 
“Nah,” Packer replied. “You've 
got to tighten your jocks down 
the stretch in games like that.” 

“I say what I see, and try to 
do it succinctly,” Packer says. 

So what do you see, Billy? 
How about a succinct opinion 
or 20 on college basketball 
subjects, starting with... 

Needed changes: “Move 
the three-point line back to the 
international distance. It’s only 
about nine inches, but it would 
help our guys in international 
competition. And change the 
rules on fouls so a player 
doesn’t have to leave the game 
when he gets five. Penalize his 
team with an extra free throw 
for any fouls beyond five, but 
don’t kick him out of the game. 
Basketball’s the only sport that does that. 
Finally, I’d favor the NCAA Tournament 
being opened up to everyone in Division I. 

“But the area that needs change most is 
off the court, in the area of finances. We 
need an immediate restructuring of how the 
enormous proceeds generated by college 
basketball are distributed. You've got re- 
cruiting budgets now in excess of $100,000, 
and that’s to go after three kids. It’s totally 
out of whack. 

“Then there's the matter of how to use the 
money, which is all unbudgeted surplus. 
We've got to end the hypocrisy we show 
toward the work force—the athletes them- 
selves. My approach to that is to guarantee 
them the opportunity to complete their 
education, so they have a career once their 
eligibility is used up. That would put focus 
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back where it should be, instead of just on 
winning games. 

“One other thing I'd like to see is a really 
strong PR effort by the colleges that shows 
the glass is half full, not half empty. A lot 
more good things than bad happen in NCAA 
sports, but we've allowed the negatives to 
dominate. Something like 280,000 men and 
women were involved in NCAA sports last 
year. Maybe 30 of the 280,000 
caused problems, but they got 
all the ink. We've got to do a 
better job of getting out the 
facts.” 

NBA players in the Olym- 
pics: “I’m all for it. But only in 
the Olympics. Other interna- 
tional competitions, like the 
World Championships and Pan- 
American Games, should re- 
main for our collegians who get 
a terrific educational experi- 
ence from them. 

“Our pros would win the 
Olympic gold medal and proba- 
bly handily, especially if they take the NBA 
champions and not an All-Star team. But 
people shouldn’t be surprised at a high 
caliber of play from other countries. The big 
difference is depth of talent. Take away the 
top 10 from every country and we'd romp.” 

The worst thing a team can do: “Take 
a bad shot. The one thing the great coaches 
have in common is that their teams take 
fewer bad shots than their competition. Or, 
turning it around, the teams that win are 
those consistently able to get off good shots 
and prevent their opponents from getting off 
good shots.” 

The country’s strongest conference: 
“That used to be easy, because there were 
only a few to decide among. But with today’s 
tremendous balance, it can only be an- 
swered on a year-to-year basis. Now, de- 
pending on the junior and senior classes, it 
can be any one of several: the Big East, Big 
Ten, ACC, Big Eight, or SEC—though the 
SEC has fallen off in recent years, in part 
because of the Kentucky situation—and the 
Pac-10 looks like it’s coming back strong. 

“With Oklahoma and Kansas in the final 
two years ago, I'd say the Big Eight was best 
two years ago. Last year it was the Big Ten, 
and this year, I’d pick the Big East.” 

Pro ball vs. college: “Fans used to be 
divided. If you liked one, you didn’t like the 
other. But that’s changed. Now you have 
basketball fans, period. 

“The big difference between the two 
games is the incredible quality of talent up 
and down the lineup in the NBA. The one 
problem I see is the lack of skill at center. 
Twenty percent of the NBA is 6'11” or over, 
but so many of them have no ability other 
than to bang people around and clog up the 
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athletes caused problems, 
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middle. I'd like to see the pros go to four-on- 
four. That would elevate basketball purity to 
an incredible level.” 

Officiating, pro vs. college: “It calls 
for entirely different styles, but it has 
improved dramatically on both levels. Col- 
lege ball has taken a much more professional 
approach to training its officials, but they 
don’t pay the best officials enough. Nine 


happens in NCAA 


men—three teams of three—work the Fi- 
nal Four and championship game. They get 
the assignment based on merit, so these refs 
are the very best. Do you know what they 
get paid? I think it’s $350 or $500. That’s 
ludicrous. They should get $5,000. 

“On the pro level, I don’t think officials get 
the credit they should. They don’t just 
officiate, they orchestrate. They have to 
allow a certain amount of contact. Sure, 
there are fouls, but [the refs] can’t call them 
or there would be no one left to play. It takes 
much more sophistication to officiate in the 
NBA. There's more judgment involved.” 

Bobby Knight: “Brilliant. Misun- 
derstood. A good friend who sometimes 
does things even he can’t explain. The coach 
I'd pick if I had to win one game with any 
group of players.” 

Dean Smith: “The consummate coach. 
The only one I’ve ever seen who remains an 
ally to everyone who has ever been involved 
in his program—players, assistants, man- 
agers, trainers, everyone. Doesn't coach for 
the moment, but for a lifetime, which is his 
greatest asset and maybe his greatest weak- 
ness. There have been games—and champi- 
onships—he could have won by changing his 
philosophy. But he’d have changed his pro- 
gram in the process, and he never sacrifices 
his program for a win. He has been very 
special to college basketball.” 

John Thompson: “Complicated. One of 
the smartest minds, on and off the court, in 
the game. There are times he could make 
things easier for himself and those around 
him, but that’s not a priority to him. He's 
honestly not concerned about his image, and 
that’s the sign of a truly strong man. Needs 
to be listened to more often.” 


lot more good than bad 


Rick Pitino: “Tremendous energy. Out- 
standing student of the game. Like Larry 
Brown, he has the ability to get kids to play 
for him, which is more conducive to the 
college environment that the pro.” 

Jerry Tarkanian: “From a different 
world. Has an image of being a swashbuck- 
ling recruiter, but is one of the best teachers 
of basketball there is, and probably runs the 
finest practices. Very intel- 
ligent, but fights the system 
instead of accepting it, and that 
has caused him problems. A 
renegade who didn’t have to be.” 

First choice to coach 
Packer State: “Great ques- 
tion, but hard to answer unless 
we know who we are, what we 
want to be, and is it realistic? 
That B.S. aside, right now the 
hottest commodity in college 
coaching—the guy with guar- 
anteed credibility in all areas— 
is Mike Krzyzewski. He's a 
proven recruiter, coach, educa- 
tor, public relations man. He's the right age 
and has the right values. He has the respect 
of his peers. Go down the checklist and he 
has it all.” 

Dick Vitale: “If I’m watching a game, 
there are others I prefer to listen to because 
I’m usually familiar with what he has to say, 
but he has performed a tremendous service 
to college basketball. Perhaps the only 
person I know with the energy and enthusi- 
asm to handle the volume of work he does 
and create the interest he has. He has to be 
careful not to try to keep topping himself or 
he could burn out.” 

Al McGuire: “Has been forced to do 
things the last few years he really doesn’t 
care to. He’s far more comfortable in drama- 
tizing the moment and capturing the feel of 
what's happening in the gym than in break- 
ing down teams defensively. 

“Al’s one of the most captivating people in 
the United States. Incredible sensitivity. 
Very comfortable being alone. Completely 
unlike the man the public sees. I’ve learned 
alot from him about values and understand- 
ing people. He can size someone up at first 
meeting, and is very seldom wrong.” 

Favorite basketball analyst (pro or 
college): “Probably Hubie Brown. He has 
tremendous insight into the sport and is 
very analytical. I know Hubie. What you see 
is what you get. I don’t need a guy putting on 
an act for me.” 

What a coincidence. That sounds like a 
description of Billy Packer. | 


Talking with a winner such as Packer was a 
refreshing change for contributing editor 
BOB RUBIN. He spent last winter covering 
the unabashedly awful Miami Heat. 
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What is the so-called “instigator” 
rule in NHL fights? Why do they have 
it? When was it instituted? 

I. W., Salem, Mass. 
The instigator rule was adopted in 1986 in an 
attempt to not only cut down on fighting, but 
to place extra blame on players who started 
altercations. Some critics dubbed it the 
“goon law,” saying it was designed to curb 
the way some players preferred fighting to 
playing. 

The rule says the referee may give an 
extra minor penalty—thus forcing a team to 
play shorthanded—major, or game miscon- 
duct to any player who starts fisticuffs. Any 
player who gets assessed two minor or 
major penalties, or a combination, in the 
same game for starting a fight also receives 
a 10-minute misconduct. 


Are there any NFL starting quarter- 
backs who didn’t go to a Division I 
college? 

H. N., Montgomery, Ala. 
Several, including Seattle’s Dave Krieg, 
who attended Division III Milton College, 
now defunct; Neil Lomax of Phoenix, who 
went to Portland State; Ken O’Brien of the 
Jets (Cal-Davis); Bubby Brister of Pitts- 
burgh (Northeast Louisiana); Wade Wilson 
of Minnesota (East Texas State); and Phil 
Simms of the Giants (Morehead State). 


Why hasn’t the United States been 
in the World Cup soccer champion- 
ship since 1950? 

B. G. Seattle 
The U.S. team simply has not qualified since 
then. The United States is part of CON- 
CACAF, which is the governing body for 
soccer in North America and the Caribbean. 
Two spots in the 24-team World Cup finals 
come from this region. Mexico traditionally 
has been one of those teams, with Canada 
the other CONCACAF qualifier in 1986. 


How are the World Cup ski standings 
compiled? How does a skier get 
points toward the overall champion- 
ship? 
C. D., Putney, Vt. 
Askier gets World Cup points for finishing in 
the top 15 in a race. First place is worth 25 
points, second place 20, third place 15, down 
to one point for 15th. 
To determine overall World Cup points 
for men and women, all results in each 
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If Mike Vernon shoved the first shove, 
he may find himself in double trouble. 


discipline count, plus all points in the com- 
bineds. If a racer had six victories in a 
discipline (slalom, giant slalom, super giant 
slalom, or downhill), the victories would be 
worth 150 points per discipline. If he or she 
won two combineds, that would be worth 
another 50 points. 

The same procedure is used for seasonal 
awards in each discipline. 


I’d like to know if any of these Mets 
and Yankees were rookies of the 
year: Willie Randolph, Don Mat- 
tingly, Gary Carter, Dwight Gooden, 
or Darryl Strawberry. 

B. R., Ozone Park, N.Y. 
Gooden and Strawberry both were National 
League rookies of the year; Strawberry in 
1983, Gooden the next year. Carter’s first 
season was 1975 with Montreal, when John 
Montefusco of San Francisco won it. Ran- 
dolph lost out to Mark Fidrych in 1976 for 
the American League award, while Mat- 
tingly was a rookie in 1983, when Ron Kittle 
of the White Sox was the top rookie. 


Has an NHL expansion 
team ever made the play- 
offs in its first season? 

R. W. W., Washington, Pa. 
That depends on what you con- 
sider expansion teams. Since the 
NHL looks upon the four former 
WHA teams as expansionists, 
the answer is yes. 

In 1979-80 the Edmonton 
Oilers were 28-39-13, good 
enough for fourth place in the 
Smythe Division. The Hartford 
Whalers were 27-34-19 for 
fourth in the Norris. 

Also, in 1967-68 six clubs 
were added to the existing six- 
team league and placed in their 
own division. Philadelphia fin- 
ished first, Los Angeles second, 
St. Louis third, and Minnesota 
fourth. 


The San Diego Chargers 
had a player named Hank 
Bauer. Was he related to 
the New York Yankees out- 
fielder of the 1950s of the 
same name? How good was 
baseball’s Hank Bauer? 

W. H., San Diego 
The Hank Bauers were not re- 
lated. The outfielder had a .277 lifetime 
average in 14 major league seasons, includ- 
ing 12 with New York. His best year for 
average was 1950, when he hit .320. His best 
power season was 1956, with 26 homers and 
84 RBI. 


The Milwaukee Bucks were first in 
team free-throw shooting in the 
NBA last season. What was their 
percentage, who was their best foul 
shooter, and what team was sec- 
ond? 

B. F., Albuquerque 
The Bucks made 82.1% of their free throws, 
led by Jack Sikma, best of the regulars, at 
90.5%, and reserve Ricky Green (90.9%). 
The next-best team was the Lakers 
(80.2%), with Magic Johnson, the NBA 
leader, hitting 91.1%. | 


To uncover obscure sports facts, settle wagers, 
or unravel confusing trivia, send your ques- 
tions to: Inside Out, 990 GroveStreet, Evans- 
ton, Illinois 60201. 
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INTERVIEW 


Chris Mullin 


On his alcohol problem: ‘Drinking just was always accepted’ 
On Warriors fans: ‘They loved us for being so unpredictable’ 
On Manute Bol: ‘He came to my house and ate all the pancakes’ 


| NTIL MIDWAY 
through his third season, 
Chris Mullin’s pro career was a 
series of disappointments. A 
lottery selection (No. 7) by the 
Golden State Warriors after be- 
ing an All-American at St. John’s 
and the winner of several player 
of the year awards, Mullin 
didn’t sign until a week into the 
1985-86 season. Then he ended 
up missing the last 20 games of 
the season with a heel injury. 

In his second season Mullin 
averaged 15.1 points a game, 
but was often frozen out of the 
action by point guard Sleepy 
Floyd; though Mullin didn’t 
complain, others noted that he 
was often the only white War- 
rior on the floor. 

Mullin stepped up his scoring 
pace at the start of his third 
season, but he was a defensive 
liability because of his lack of 
speed. This deficiency was 
compounded by the fact that he 
had gained so much weight he 
was dubbed the “Pillsbury 
Dough Boy” by writers follow- 
ing the team. 

What few realized was that 
Mullin’s weight was a direct 
result of an alcohol problem. 
Don Nelson, then the Warriors 
general manager, and now the 
team’s coach as well, challenged him to goa 
week without drinking. Mullin couldn't. 
About a third of the way through the season, 
he voluntarily entered an alcohol rehabilita- 
tion center. 

When he came out he was a different man, 


‘| played the best basketball I’ve 


played in my life last season.’ 


slim and with a crew cut that symbolized his 
return to a time when he was an all-court 
player. He averaged 20.6 points a game for 
the final 44 games of the season. 

Mullin came to camp last year in the best 
condition of his pro career, after working 
out all summer with former Warriors 
trainer Mark Grabow. Switched to forward 
by Nelson, he became the team’s scoring 


leader, averaging 26.5 points a 
game, along with six rebounds 
and 5.5 assists, during the sea- 
son, and then picking it up to 
29.4 ppg in eight playoff games. 
Mullin also was Golden State's 
spiritual leader throughout the 
season and the playoffs, playing 
with a fierce determination and 
spirit that epitomized the over- 
achieving Warriors, who went 
from 20 victories in the 1987-88 
season to 43 wins and a playoff 
berth. 

INSIDE SPORTS: Were you 
surprised that you and the team 
did so well last season? 
CHRIS MULLIN: Yes, pleas- 
antly surprised. Coming into 
the season I didn’t really set any 
goals, individually or for the 
team, though naturally I 
wanted the team to do well. My 
main goal was to come in in the 
best shape I could and work as 
hard as I could and just pro- 
gress through the season. 

1S: What do you remember 
most about last season? 

CM: The people in the Bay 
Area loved us, not just because 
we were winning—which ev- 
erybody likes—but because we 
were so unpredictable. We 
could have the smallest lineup, 
or we could have the biggest. 
Most times we played as well as we could. 
1S: How did playing forward change your 
game? 

CM: 1 don’t feel my game itself has changed 
because of the position, but it puts me in a 
better scoring position. From the guard 
position I was always up at the top of the key, 
and it was harder to get around. From the 
forward position I can work on the baseline, 
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and there’s not as much [defensive] help 
there. It’s a little harder for [bigger players] 
to guard me. 

1S: You were driving so well, especially in 
the playoffs. Is that something you concen- 
trated on? 

CM: People are very conscious of my out- 
side shooting. If they’re not—if they leave 
me alone—I can score from there. But 
a bigger player, if he pushes up 
on me, makes it a lot easier for 
me to get around him. So, I use 
my outside game to set up my 
driving. 

IS: Were you playing more last 
year like you did in college? 
CM: I feel I played the best I’ve 
played in my life last season. I 
just felt good. I started off well 
and maintained it during the 
season. 

IS: Did Don Nelson give you 
any advice about playing 
forward? 

CM: He never really mentioned 
anything. From day one, when 
we split up I was with the 
forwards. There was never any 
conversation or discussion 
about it. I was there from the 
first day of training camp. 

1S: What about playing for 
Nelson? Is it a lot different than 
playing for George Karl? 

CM: Yeah, definitely. It was a 
lot different than any coach I’ve a 
ever played for, especially at 
the NBA level. It was the most 
enjoyable season I’ve had. [Nel- 
son's] more of a teacher. The 
best thing I like about him is his 
progression. You start in train- 
ing camp and just work to get 
better. You work on one thing 
until you get it, and then go to 
another. Wherever youre at, 
there’s a natural progression, 
and I like that. 

1S: What about Nelson's style 
of coaching during the game? How is he 
different from other coaches? 

CM: He's into it; he’s almost like a part of 
the team, in practice or in a game. He's very 
intense, very involved. He's almost on the 
court with you. He’s 100% behind you. I just 
have a good feeling with him there. I think 
part of that is because he was a player, so he 
knows what we go through. It’s just a plea- 
sure playing for him. 

IS: During timeouts, is he specific about 
plays to run? 

CM: It varies. During the early part of the 
season we ran a lot of plays; when we went 
to our small lineup we didn’t run any plays. 
It was just a motion offense. That's the good 


thing about him; he'll do what works. He's 
flexible. He’ll do what's best for the team. It’s 
not the kind of thing where you start the 
season and say, “This:is what we're going to 
do,” and you just do it the rest of the season. 
If something has to be changed, he’ll do it. 
He'll push the right button. 

IS: Do you prefer the motion offense? 
CM: It doesn’t really make any difference 


to me. It’s fun playing small, and you can get 
away with that at times. But you need a big 
game, too; you need a power game. It 
worked for us for a stretch, and it was fun. 
1S: Do you feel more comfortable now than 
you did the first couple of years? 

CM: Oh, yeah, no question. People always 
made a big thing about California vs. New 
York, and that I wanted to live in New York. 
That was no big deal. I could adjust to 
anywhere. The most positive thing now is 
the people who are involved now, from 
Nellie to the assistant coaches to my team- 
mates. It’s a good atmosphere. 

IS: In the first couple of years you were just 
shooting a jump shot from the perimeter. It 


hen I was in rehab 
T read all this stuff 
about myself, and I thought 
it would be a waste if I 
turned out just ordinary. I 
want to be something more.’ 


seemed you were frozen out of the action by 
Sleepy Floyd, who wouldn't pass the ball to 
you. Did you feel that way yourself? 

CM: No, not really. That was my role. I 
could have been on another team and my 
role would have been quite different. So, I 
didn’t think of it that way. I felt I could have 
played better individually. If things don’t 
work out the best for me, I kind of look at 
what I could do differently, as 
opposed to how somebody else 
could change my game. 

IS: What areas did you think 
you needed to improve at that 
time? 

CM: Every area, really. I just 
think my overall game wasn’t 
good. That was a big learning 
experience for me. But again, 
it’s easy to say that if I had five 
different players playing with 
me, I could have done better. I 
think I changed, and in time, 
my game changed. Maybe it did 
have something to do with me, 
but it’s in the past. I’m not going 
to worry about that now. 

1S: How did you get started 
playing basketball? 

CM: I started playing CYO bas- 
ketball in third grade, at St. 
Aquinas, and I just kept playing. 
IS: Did you play any other 
sports? 

CM: Yeah, I played both base- 
ball and basketball through my 
sophomore year in high school. 
In my junior year they wanted 
me to make a decision. I was a 
pretty good baseball player, but 
I didn’t like to practice it. Prac- 
tice was boring to me. Standing 
in the outfield shagging flies— 
well, I just didn’t like that. 
That’s when I made a commit- 
ment to basketball. . . . Basket- 
ball was always different for 
me. I wouldn't go play baseball 
on my own, but basketball, I al- 
ways played. If we didn’t have baseball prac- 
tice, I'd go play basketball. 

1S: Were you always big? 

CM: When I was younger I was medium 
height. In eighth grade I was the second- 
tallest in the class. When I started high 
school I stayed about the same, so my 
freshman and sophomore years I played 
point guard. Then I went home after my 
sophomore year and I was 5'11"”. When I 
came back as a junior I was 6'4”.. . . I was 
very fortunate, because I had started play- 
ing point guard and I had a chance to handle 
the ball. A lot of times if you're big when 
you're young, coaches will just put you at 
center and you never really get a chance to 
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learn. But it wasn’t like that with me. I was 
playing guard before I grew, and just kept 
playing the same position. 

1S: What about college? 

CM: It was such a different situation. Play- 
ing zone in college is so different. You just 
kind of hang out around the perimeter. You 
don’t have to do as many things. It’s a slower 
game. In the pros you have to work so much 
harder to get open to get your shot. But for 
that level, where I was playing, I was doing 
what was asked of me. 

1S: Did you think of yourself as a play- 
maker? 

CM: If someone was open I'd get him the 
ball. If I was open 
for the shot I’d take 
it. I was just trying 
to win the game. 
I wasn’t just a 
shooter or just a 
passer. Just trying 
to play the game 
the way I learned 
it. 

IS: Why didn’t you 
play that way when 
you first came to 
the Warriors? 
CM: If you don't 
have the ball you 
can’t pass it. 

IS: Did you ever y 
have any models? 
CM: When I was in 
high school—even 
when I was in col- 
lege—I used to 
watch Larry Bird 
allthe time. He was 
a player who played 
the way I wanted to 
play. I used to 
watch Magic John- 
son. Going back 
to when I was 
younger, I watched 
Walt Frazier and 
Earl Monroe, be- 
cause I saw the 
Knicks a lot. 
They'd be on TV, so 
I'd watch the game and then go right into my 
backyard and play, imitating them. Pistol 
Pete Maravich, too. He was something 
special. 

1S: When did you first think of being a pro? 
CM: After my sophomore year in college. I 
was getting confident. You read about cer- 
tain players, and when you get a chance to 
play against them and play well against 
them, you say, “Hey, I’m right here with this 
guy.” As my career went on, I pretty much 
got to play against everyone. I felt I fared 
well. In the summertime I played against 
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the USA team, in the Olympic trials. I 
played against pretty much everyone, really. 
I made the Pan Am team. So, after my soph- 
omore year, I began to realize I could make a 
living out of it. 

IS: You've always had reputation of being a 
real gym rat. Are you still playing as much in 
the offseason? 

CM: Yeah. I would say more. I’m probably 
involved in more things in the offseason than 
I ever was before. Not just basketball, but 
conditioning, weightlifting. I really started 
last summer. It really helps. . . . During the 
summer, you've got a lot of time, so it’s not 
really that hard to get it done, and it makes it 
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a lot easier when you come into training 
camp. 

1S: What kind of things do you do? 

CM: I do some running, some weightlift- 
ing, playing basketball, either by myself or 
with pickup teams. I ride a stationary bike. 
Not every day, but five times a week. It’s 
pretty hard work. I look forward to the 
season. 

1S: You played all 48 minutes in one playoff 
game, and almost that much in others. Did 
your conditioning program make that pos- 
sible? 


CM: I’mat the stage where I don’t get tired. 
I’m confident in my physical condition. Not 
just in training camp, but the whole season. 
In the past I’d be out of shape when I came to 
training camp, and I’d work hard to get in 
shape. I’d spend so much energy that mid- 
way through the season I’d be worn out. 
That's not the case anymore. I work to keep 
myself in condition year-round, so there're 
no ups and downs. I just keep progressing. 
1S: Do you work with anybody during the 
offseason? 
CM: Yeah, Mark Grabow. I met Mark the 
second year I was here, when he was our 
trainer. I hired him last year to work with 
me in the off- 
season. I work with 
him for three 
weeks at a time, 
and then he leaves 
me some things to 
work on on my own. 
Then I work with 
him the whole 
month of Septem- 
ber, before camp 
Stattsracysese Last 
summer was the 
first time I worked 
with him. He 
helped me so much. 
He’s just a great 
guy. He's got a lot of 
great things, and 
he does it right 
with you. He’s not 
telling you what to 
do and letting you 
do it by yourself. 
We'll go to the 
gym, have a 45- 
minute shoot- 
around, come back 
and have breakfast, 
then lift weights. 
I'll do sprints with 
him. He's a little 
guy, 5'2”, so I have 
to work hard to 
keep up with him. 
. It's hard to 
work by yourself, 
to motivate yourself. He helps keep me 
going. 
1S: You admitted you had an alcohol prob- 
lem when you put yourself into a rehab 
center in the winter of 1988. How did that 
start? 
CM: Drinking was just something that was 
always accepted. Growing up in my neigh- 
borhood, that was what I wanted to do. 
Everybody looked forward to turning 18, to 
be able to go up to the bar and hang out and 
drink with the guys. Legally. We did it 
before we were 18, but now it was legal. 
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That was honestly something I looked for- 
ward to doing. . . . Incollege I thought I was 
invincible. I couldn't hurt myself. I could go 
out at night drinking and still play the next 
day. The next 
morning, I’d always 
get up and sweat it 
out. But in the NBA 
there are so many 
more games and so 
much traveling, 
you don’t have the 
time for those ex- 
tra workouts. 

1S: When did you realize you had a prob- 
lem? 

CM: That’s really hard to pinpoint. The 
thing that ultimately—looking back now— 
made me realize it was the fact that I was 
unhappy. I was miserable. I was doing some- 
thing I’d dreamed of, playing in the NBA, 
and I was unhappy with it. I was waking up 
with headaches, feeling like garbage. 

1S: Were you unhappy because of what was 
happening on the court? 

CM: Everything. When you get into some- 
thing, whether it’s alcohol or drugs, it really 
dictates your whole life, not just basketball. 
I could have been playing well, but I’d still 
have been unhappy. 

1S: How long were you in rehab? 

CM: Thirty-one days. When I was in the 
rehab center I put myself through all this 
stuff, reading all this stuff in the papers 


ee 
play some one-on-one 
with Manute Bol every day 
at the end of practice—if he 
can’t block my shot, I figure 
nobody in the league can.’ 


about myself, and I thought it would seem a 
waste if I turned out just ordinary. I wanted 
to be something more. 

1S: What was your feeling when you came 
out? 

CM: | was scared. 
Like I said, you 
don’t know. You see 
other examples of 
people whose lives 
have changed, but 
you don’t know that 
it will happen to 
you. 

1S: It seems to have worked well for you. 
CM: Yeah, but like I said, it’s a continuous 
thing, one day to the next. 

IS: One of the intriguing things about last 
season was your friendship with Manute 
Bol. How did that develop? 

CM: It was a few years before he came to 
Golden State. My younger brother John 
played with Manute at Bridgeport, and they 
used to come down and watch me play with 
St. John’s. Then a few times he came back to 
Brooklyn and stayed at our house. He ate all 
the pancakes. And in the summer we used to 
go up to Bridgeport sometimes and work 
out with him. So I knew him before he came 
to the Warriors. I’ve gotten to know hima lot 
better since he’s been with the team. . . . He 
likes to enjoy himself. He’s a comedian. 
People who don’t know him would be sur- 
prised, because he’s just an easy-going guy 


‘If people overplay my outside 
game, it sets me up to drive.’ 


who loves to laugh. Really a nice person. 
1S: What does he mean to you on the floor? 
CM: He's had a big impact on our team. Me, 
individually? I don’t hear as much about my 
defensive liabilities, because if I get beat 
he’s there to block the shot. . . . We work out 
at the end of each practice, one on one. I 
figure, if he can’t block my shot, nobody can. 
. . . So, he’s got that shot-blocking ability, 
and now he’s into shooting the three-point 
shot. He's enjoying himself—that’s what I’m 
happy about. He was getting a little down in 
Washington, and he’s kind of got a new life. 
He’s kind of like me, in the same boat. We 
were struggling a little bit, and now we've 
found anew life. That's the big thing for both 
Manute and me—wer'e enjoying ourselves 
now, having a little fun. The main thing is, 
the people we're dealing with are really 
good people. 

1S: Do you think the team was closer this 
last year? 

CM: Yeah. I don’t know if it was because we 
had younger guys, or because we had a team 
without superstars—just a bunch of guys 
working hard, trying to do our best. We 
worked together well. We get along well off 
the court, too. 

IS: Do you have team parties? 

CM: Not really team parties, but we'll go 
out together to eat. We've just got good 
people on the team. That’s what it comes 
down to. 

IS: Do you talk to your teammates much in 
the offseason? 

CM: Well, Manute went home to Sudan. I 
wouldn’t know how to get in touch with him 
there. I was with Rod [Higgins] at his camp, 
and Mitch [Richmond] was there too. But 
basically, we go our own ways in the sum- 
mertime. 

IS: You'll have a quite different team this 
year. For instance, Larry Smith has signed 
with Houston. What does that mean for the 
team? 

CM: It’s got to hurt. We'll miss his rebound- 
ing. Plus he was just a great person. But he’s 
got to do what's right for him. 

1S: What about this year? What do you 
expect from you and your team? 

CM: I’m looking forward to it. I like it out 
here. More important than just the area to 
me are the teammates, coaches, just ordi- 
nary people. I feel comfortable. . . . And I 
like our team. I like the fact that we can be 
versatile—we can use small lineups or big 
ones. I’m looking forward to the season. 


Contributing writer GLENN DICKEY is on 
a roll; the last player Glenn profiled for 1.S., 
Seattle Mariner rookie Ken Griffey Jr., had 
himself a pretty good year too. 
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any other dass ring anywhere. It has a bold championship look and offers 
lization than other class rings. It’s a great way to express your 


erican’s unique design and fit. And like all ArtCarved class rings, 
Lifetime Warranty. 


The class ring too good to get in class. 
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Ring shown: The.All-American,” 
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See Bill cry. See Isiah frown. See Detroit 
lose, and the other 26 NBA teams love it. 
Our 1989-90 NBA Preview tells you who 
will win—the Cleveland Cavaliers—and why 


By CHARLIE VINCENT 


SIAH THOMAS SAYS THE PISTONS 
are Bad Boys no more. No more el- 
bows, no more hooks, no more of 
Rickey’s dirty looks. 
Rick Mahorn was the original Bad Boy. In 
Pontiac and Auburn Hills, 
Mich., the homes this decade of 
the wandering Detroit Pistons, 
Mahorn was the Midwest dis- 


tributor of the blind-side pick ((l 


and the “accidental” elbow. But 

now he’s gone, and the Pistons— 

who won their first NBA champi- 

onship in June with more help 

from Mahorn than his statistics 

would indicate—are a team in transition. 
Mild transition, perhaps, but transition 
nevertheless. And candidates are standing 
in line to replace the departed power 
forward. 

There is James Edwards, enjoying some of 
the best days of his 11-year career at age 33. 
There is Scott Hastings, who earned fame of 
sorts when he looked around the Miami Heat 
camp last season and proclaimed, “I’m 
scared to death—I think I’m the best player 
here.” And there is John Salley, whose 
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flamboyant attitude has sometimes landed 
him in Chuck Daly’s doghouse, but who 
attempted contrition over the summer by 
proclaiming: “I understand now the Joker is 
in ‘Batman.’ It is time for me to grow up.” 

The question is: Can any of those three 
give the Pistons the muscle, the intimida- 
tion, the heart that Mahorn did? 

And the answer is: No. 

“We can’t even come into the 
game thinking we need to do the 
same things we did last year,” 
{( says Thomas, who chose Presi- 

dent Bush’s White House recep- 

tion as the venue for his procla- 

mation that the Bad Boys were a 

thing of the past. “A key part of 

our team is gone, and the people 
we have on the court won't be able to do the 
same things.” 

The Pistons will, though, have the same 
philosophy they have had the past few sea- 
sons—the philosophy of defense—and the 
three givens in their starting lineup are Bill 
Laimbeer at center and what is probably the 
league's best one-two punch at guard: Thomas 
and Joe Dumars, the MVP of the playoffs. 


Mark Price’s Cavs will 
bump Joe Dumars’ Pistons. 
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Daly spent the summer con- 
fronting people who asked how 
his club would be different this 
season. And for each he had the same 
answer. 

“Nah, we're not going to change dramati- 
cally,” he says. “But we will change some, 
and that will have to be fine-tuned as we go 
along and see who’s on our roster.” 

Mark Aguirre, acquired from Dallas after 
the All-Star break last season in a controver- 
sial trade for Adrian Dantley, will be on the 
roster, but Daly says Aguirre must make a 
commitment to the Pistons before they 
make one to him. 

“He'll only be a factor if he loses the 
necessary weight,” says Daly, who feels 
Aguirre played the final half of 
last season more than 20 
pounds overweight. “He's been 
informed, and we'll see what 
happens. If he comes in right he 
can be a very big factor.” 

“It’s pretty obvious that with- 
out Ricky we won't be the same 
team, for a lot of reasons. Obvi- 
ously, we have lost a lot of 
things: toughness, intimida- 
tion, low-post defense. But we 
have to go about building 
around the people we have, and 
the other thing we have to 
evaluate is the starting unit. 

“Is Rodman a starter? Is 
Salley a starter? Does that 
change us as a team? Are we 
more a running, fastbreaking 
team? Where are we? All those 
things will have to be evaluated 
as we get closer to the season.” 

Del Harris, who has been 
both one of the most outspoken 
critics of the Pistons’ image and one of the 
most unabashed admirers of their defense, 
thinks the Pistons are still the team to beat. 

“Detroit went from a kind of run-and-gun 
operation, historically, to the best defensive 
team in the league,” the Milwaukee Bucks’ 
coach concedes. They've “drafted, traded 
[for], and taught,” defense, and to beat 
them, you have to beat them at their game. 

“You have to be physical and that has to be 
part of your game,” he says, then adds, “I 
don’t mean be physical just the six times you 
play them. You have to be ready to really go 
in and trade punches with them. Not in the 
literal sense, but you can’t be intimidated 
and you can’t be diverted in your focus. You 
can’t think about all that garbage.” 

Garbage to Harris is the same thing it is 
to a lot of people in the NBA. It is the way 
the Pistons play the game—or the way they 
are perceived to play the game. 


NBA PREVIEW 


“I don't like to see the top 
team in the league portray to the 
young kids that this is the way 
they should be—pushing, shoving, hotdog- 
ging it,” says Harris. “I like the role models 
like the Lakers have been or the Celtics 
have been, as opposed to anything like that 
Bad Boy image.” 

Still, if you talk to him awhile, even Harris 
shows signs of a grudging admiration for the 
way the Pistons played the game last season 
and for the way they won. 

“What you see ina really good team, and I 
saw it in Detroit, is—it’s a Vince Lombardi 
phrase—‘a tremendous will to win.’ They 
say that on the operating table the people 
with the best chances are those with a 
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The Bad Boys are marked 
men throughout the NBA. 


strong will to live. Detroit had that to an 
outstanding level.” 

Still, Daly professes to not even be think- 
ing of repeating, not even thinking of being 
champions of the NBA. “I talked to Billy 
Cunningham,” Daly says, “and he told me, 
‘T've tried everything in terms of repeating. 
Don't even try. Nothing works.’” 

Instead, Daly—with reason—is con- 
cerned about winning his own division. 
“When we see the improvements other 
people make, even in your own division, we 
say ‘Hey, we better worry about business at 
hand and not worry about nine or eight 
months down the road,’” he says. “If you can 
get to the playoffs, then see if you can make 
it happen again. 

“A lot of things can happen. A player 


might not have as good a year as a year ago, 
or injuries, attitudes—anything.” 

One thing that almost certainly will not 
happen to the Pistons will be a duplication of 
the mountainous fines Rod Thorn, the NBA’s 
vice president of operations, assessed Ma- 
horn last season for a series of run-ins, 
fights, slaps, and elbows. 

Mahorn’s absence will make the Pistons a 
less physical team because, as Ed Harter, a 
former Detroit assistant and now head coach 
of the Charlotte Hornets, says, “He is the 
one guy who'll stand up and fight. He’s one of 
four or five who actually will.” 

In the long run, though, Mahorn’s physi- 
cal threats and actions might have been 
nothing better than a standoff for the Pis- 
tons. And, though they vehemently deny it, 
that may have been why they left him unpro- 
tected. Daly will go no further than to 
concede, “We got to the point, particularly 
about two-thirds of the way through the 
season, where the image was as much a 
minus factor as a plus factor,” because of the 
officials’ tendency to call Pistons’ games 
closer than most others. 

The Pistons did not place anyone on the 
first three postseason NBA All-Star teams. 
But Ron Rothstein—another former assist- 
ant who is now a head coach, this time of the 
Miami Heat—has an explanation for that. 
“Who voted on it? Writers, right? 

“They have three of the best 15 players in 
the league,” he says. “You are talking about 
two of the best guards in Dumars and 
Thomas, and the best offensive rebounder 
in basketball in Rodman. 

“You don’t have one guy there that has 
outstanding statistics. But they are a great 
blend and they sacrifice for each other more 
at the defensive end than any other team. 
Chuck has a great way of expressing that. 
He says, ‘You have to trust each other’.” 

And therein lay a big part of Mahorn’s 
contribution to the Pistons’ successes. He 
was Seldom a scoring threat, and he was not 
among the quickest players on the team— 
though he once beat rookie guard Michael 
Williams in a baseline-to-baseline foot race. 
What Mahorn was was one of the most 
trusted of players among his teammates. 

When someone needed defensive help, 
Mahorn, it seemed, was always there. When 
someone needed a pick set, Mahorn was 
always there. When someone needed help in 
a confrontation with the enemy, assuredly, 
Mahorn was always there. 

And it was Mahorn, more than anyone, 
whom Michael Jordan was speaking of when 
he said, after the Pistons eliminated the 
Chicago Bulls in the Eastern Conference 
finals, “A lot of people hate the Pistons.” 

Mahorn’s departure does not rid the 
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Pistons entirely of players the rest of the 
league loves to loathe, though. 

Former Bulls coach Doug Collins insisted 
Laimbeer intentionally elbowed Scotty Pip- 
pen in the face in the opening minutes of 
their final playoff game, and Cleveland gen- 
eral manager Wayne Embry says flatly: 
“Laimbeer and Mahorn are cheap-shot art- 
ists. They deliberately try to hurt people.” 

Laimbeer, though, finds an unlikely ally 
in Harris. “I tell you what Laimbeer is the 
best at,” he says. “He is the very best at 
making the first hit, at initiating contact. 
Referees generally call the second hit. As 
soon as the ball is shot, he’s finding a body to 
make contact with, and because he's the 
best at that, he upsets a lot of people. 

“The only thing that takes away from Bill 
Laimbeer is what some people might call—I 
don’t want to indict him—some unnecessary 
pushes and shoves, combined with those fa- 
cial expressions that turn off opponents.” 

Laimbeer and his teammates, though, 
take all the criticism and the hype in stride, 
taking the lead from their coach, who once 
was drummed out of Cleveland after a 
disastrous six weeks as head coach of the 
then-woeful Cavs. Daly is now the oldest 
head coach in the NBA, and success in the 
pros has been slow coming. 

But in the aftermath of Detroit's first 
championship, he was cool and calm—not 
one of his precisely trimmed hairs fell out of 
place. “It may be heresy, but it wasn’t quite 
what I expected it to be,” he says of the 
championship. “Had it happened the year 
before, it probably would have been a bigger 
thrill for me. 

“I hate losing, though, and if you're that 
way and your team has the same attri- 
butes—which our team does—things will 
take care of themselves. It’s possible we 
may have some complacency, but if we do, 
that will be weeded out as we go along.” 

It is no secret how difficult it is to repeat 
as champions of the NBA—only the Lakers 
have done it in the past two decades. But 
when Rothstein is asked to point out the 
Pistons’ Achilles’ heel, he cannot. 

“T’m not sure there is an answer to them. 
They have outstanding personnel at every 
position. They have outstanding coaching. 
And they have mental toughness. 

“The team to beat last year was the 
Lakers,” he says, cutting through all the 
rhetoric. “The team to beat is always the 
defending champions. 

“And now that’s Detroit.” | 


Detroit hoops writer CHARLIE VINCENT 
has covered the Pistons for so long he knew 
them when they weren’t Bad—just bad. He 
also has interviewed Isiah Thomas for 1.S. 
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If Gerald Wilkins can become 
more consistent, the Knicks’ 
stars will take them to the title 


By RICK BONNELL 


a 


NEW YORK KNICKS 


If hiring a replacement for Rick Pitino served 
as a referendum on Pitino’s coaching, then ap- 
parently Knicks general manager Al Bianchi liked 
what Pitino did more than some New Yorkers 
thought. 

Bianchi promoted Knicks assistant Stu Jackson 
to the top job in July, after flirting with hiring his 
one-time Phoenix cohort, John MacLeod. It’s 
tough for anybody to replace Pitino in the boiling 
cauldron that is New York's tabloid territory. For 
Jackson, who has never been a head coach at the 
college or pro level, it should be downright 
treacherous. You can picture the back-page head- 
lines already—‘“Jackson Stu Goes Bad!” “Who 
Hired Knicks Kiddie Koach?” 

But actually, Jackson might be just what the 
Knicks need—a strong dose of comforting con- 
tinuity, mixed in with some subtle adjustments. 
Jackson is a guy who knows the team’s faults 
and can fix them with a wrench instead of a 
sledgehammer. 

“We're not a team that’s lost,” Jackson said upon 
his hiring. “We're a team that has won 90 games in 
two seasons, and to come in and try to change the 
situation drastically is wrong. We have to build on 
our success.” 

Pitino offered a novel approach to the NBA, 

adapting the methods he used to take a mar- 
ginally talented Providence team to the 1987 
NCAA Tournament Final Four. Pitino believed 
that by smothering opponents with a stifling 
pressure defense and playing deeper into his 
bench than other teams, he could wear out any 
team. 
Pitino’s critics around the NBA said the only 
team that ended up exhausted was New York. 
Fatigue didn’t cost the Knicks the playoff series 
with the Chicago Bulls, though. Rather, the 
shaky status of the team’s small forward and 
shooting guard spots kept the Knicks out of the 
NBA elite. 

Center, point guard, and power forward are 
supposed to be the three toughest spots to fill on 
an NBA roster. The Knicks have great players at 
those positions in Patrick Ewing, Charles Oakley, 
and Mark Jackson. The trouble is Johnny Newman 
and Gerald Wilkins—players who just weren't the 
consistent scorers they need to be in the half- 
court offense. 

If Jackson is to succeed in New York, he's 
going to have to either run more of the of- 
fense toward Ewing 
or find some alter- 
native to the New- 
man/Wilkins combo. 
Maybe Kiki Vande- 
weghe, who cost the 
Knicks their 1989 
first-round pick, will 
pan out as a 20- 
ppg scorer. Or may- 
be Bianchi’s next ma- 
jor move should be 
getting his team a 
brand-new scorer to 
go along with its 
brand-new coach. 
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BOSTON CELTICS 


The Celtics were in an unusual and 
precarious position on the last day 
of the regular season. A loss in their 
final regular-season game, com- 
bined with a victory by the Washington Bullets, 
would have knocked the Celtics out of the 
playoffs. 

The fans’ reaction to this event said worlds 
about Celtics expectations. A call-in poll, con- 
ducted by a Boston TV station the night before 
the last game, showed a majority of fans would 
rather see the Celtics lose, thus going for the 
lottery pick. 

The Celtics won. Or did they really lose? A 
three-game sweep by the Pistons followed, send- 
ing the Celtics spinning home the earliest in 
years. Not as early, though, as Larry Bird, whose 
bone spurs left him in basketball purgatory for 
almost all of the 1989-90 season. His fellow 
players hung a “Gone fishin’” sign in his locker, 
but nobody was laughing the rest of the season. 

The Celtics drafted Brigham Young's Mike 
Smith, another tall, white forward with great 
passing skills and no foot speed. (Remind you of 
anyone?) Had the Celtics gone into the lottery, 
Smith might have been Danny Ferry. Or Pervis 
Ellison. Or Stacey King. 

Last season proved the Celtics need Bird more 
than ever before. Kevin McHale has lost some of 
his rebounding intensity, and how much longer 
can Robert Parish play like a kid while looking like 
a human totem pole? 

This is usually the time in the franchise's cycle 
when Red Auerbach does something radical and 
brilliant, like the Len Bias draft. Had he lived, 
Bias would have been an All-Star in Celtic green 
by now. Reggie Lewis is talented, but only a 
complementary part. Brian Shaw has joined 
Ferry in Italy. 

Bird played well in his own charity game, but 
his back injury in the team’s first scrimmage puts 
the Celtics’ future in doubt again. The Celtics 
need a transfusion—one great, young player— 
for Bird to get them back to contention. 

As they voted last season, the fans won't stand 
for less. 


WASHINGTON BULLETS 


Wes Unseld might have been more appreciated as 
a coach in another era. Say, the days of Gary 


Each team in the division is rated in eight categories. The first 
four categories, which deal directly with team performance, are 
weighted to give them greater influence on the final rating. 
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Cooper. If basketball ever had a 
strong, silent type, that man is 
Unseld. 

The guy has a presence— 
somewhat intimidating, but short of 
threatening—a presence that com- 
mands your attention and makes it 
seem downright suicidal to give the guy attitude. 

“You got that right,” says veteran forward 
Bernard King. “You'd be crazy to talk back to 
him.” 

The Bullets looked like they were in trouble 
early last season. Moses Malone had run off to 
Atlanta, and the team seemed to have few an- 
swers to a whole lot of questions. The Bullets 
threw $5 million at Cleveland point guard Mark 
Price, a restricted free agent. The Cavaliers 
matched the offer, so all the Bullets got for their 
trouble was resentment from the other owners. 

Unseld picked up the pieces, developing young 
players such as Ledell Eackles and working up a 
motion offense that is a radical departure from 
what past Bullets teams ran. Malone in a motion 
offense? The only motion Malone conveyed was 
his hip on another center’s thigh to motion him out 
of the way. 

“I thought the first step was to put a team on the 
floor that people can identify with,” says Unseld. 
“One that would run, try to be aggressive on de- 
fense, and scratch. 

“When you walk the ball up-court, always try- 
ing to get into a set offense, even when you're 
effective at that, you don’t look good. I was very 
conscious of the image of this team.” 

And that image was? 

“You have to play hard, be professional, play 
every night.” 

That's just what happened the second half of the 
season, when the Bullets nearly edged out the 
Boston Celtics for the final Eastern Conference 
playoff spot. This is a young team, working to 
develop Eackles and John Williams. It could 
improve this season and still not win as many 
games. However, it seems as long as “The 
Presence” gets his say, the Bullets will continue 
to grow. 


PHILADELPHIA 76ers 


Some Philadelphians felt shock—even a little 
betrayal—when word leaked out last year that 
the Sixers would consider trading Charles Bark- 
ley if a team could assemble something spectacu- 
lar in return. 

Fans shouldn't feel 
that way. The Sixers 
would be remiss if they 
didn’t consider deals 
for any of their 
players. Barkley, who 
is absolutely wonder- 
ful and probably the 
premier athlete and 
personality in Phila- 
delphia, still is not 
untradeable. 

The Sixers are a 
good team without 
great prospects for be- 
coming elite. They're 
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one of those teams, such as the Portland Trail 
Blazers or the Seattle SuperSonics, that seems 
always treading water of late. They make the 
playoffs, they lose quickly, they draft late, and 
they fight off slippage in the standings. 

The Sixers have a great player in Barkley, a 
dependable if aging high-post center in Mike 
Gminski, and a young, erratic shooting guard in 
Hersey Hawkins. That's not elite, as the Knicks 
proved with a three-game sweep in the playoffs. 

The Sixers can keep on winning 45 games a 
season by continuing to draft forwards late in the 
first round. That's more than a lot of teams 
provide for their fans, and maybe it’s worth 
protecting. Or the Sixers can go for broke, 
trading Barkley or Gminski for young players and 
high draft picks. Either way, this team seems 
destined to get worse before it gets considerably 
better. An impact player such as Mark Jackson is 
seldom available in the bottom of the first round. 

Of course, even while treading water, Charles 
Barkley makes one heck of a splash. 


NEW JERSEY NETS 


The New Jersey Nets are as stable as Sam Bowie's 
legs—which is a lot like saying they’re as depend- 
able as Joe Isuzu’s word. 

And yet, the Nets had to make a deal like they 
made, shipping Buck Williams to the Portland 
Trail Blazers for the 7'1" Bowie and the rights to 
draft Oklahoma point guard Mookie Blaylock. 
The only thing worse than a bad team is an old bad 
team, and the Nets were getting long in the tooth. 

Should the Nets have traded Williams before 
this? Certainly. There is no way Williams could 
still be in his prime by the time this awful team 
makes a serious run at the playoffs. They could 
have received more for him before, but the trade 
with Portland accomplished what the Nets need 
desperately—an influx of youth and leadership. 

Former Nets coach Willis Reed summed up 
their problems nicely after a late-season loss to 
the expansion Charlotte Hornets. He said that, 
sooner or later, the Nets had to stop being so laid- 
back. When a coach starts saying things like that, 
he'd better either get out the broom or send out 
résumés. In Reed’s case, that meant getting 
kicked upstairs to a management position. 

Trading for Bowie and his fragile leg bones is a 
big, big gamble that could have an even bigger 
payoff. A healthy Bowie either lights a fire under 
Joe Barry Carroll or makes him expendable. Car- 
roll is the laissez-faire centerpiece of a laissez- 
faire team. Chris Morris, a talented but brash 
rookie last season, needs positive role models. 

Blaylock will advance the ball across midcourt 
faster than Lester Conner ever dreamed of, and 
produce enough steals to disguise Dennis Hop- 
son's lack of defense. If the Nets were looking for 
someone to fire up a sleepy locker room, Blaylock 
seems to be the guy. “I love pressure. I have a lot 
of confidence in myself,” Blaylock said upon 
signing with New Jersey. “I can motivate players 
by my actions.” And finally, with Williams gone, 
Roy Hinson can get the playing time to prove if he 
can be an NBA star. 

All in all, the trade should at least wake up the 
Nets bench, the only group in the Meadowlands 
as quiet as the Nets fans. 


MIAMI HEAT 


If Don Johnson's pastel wardrobe and fast cars 
establish Miami chic, then Glen Rice should fit 
perfectly into his new home. This is a fellow who 
is delightfully full of himself, the type who lives 
by the notion that if you can do it, it ain’t braggin’. 
He's headed off to a dreadful expansion team, 
where he'll be expected to work miracles with the 
jump shot that won the NCAA Tournament. 

And he’s eating it up. “All I can say is when I get 
the opportunity, I will produce,” said Rice on 
draft night. “They can move the three-point line 
even further out and I'll still hit it.” 

Rice made better than 50% of his attempts 
from outside the college three-point line as a 
Michigan senior. Asked to describe Rice’s shoot- 
ing range following a pre-draft workout, Heat 
center Rony Seikaly replied, “Out of bounds.” 

If Rice is as amazing a shooter as Seikaly 
suggests, then he was the perfect pick for a Heat 


Stone-faced Parish exploded 
in ’88-89 for his best year ever. 


team that lost 67 games in its debut season by (A) 
finishing last in points per game, (B) finishing last 
in field-goal percentage, and (C) finishing last in 
free-throw percentage. One head coach says the 
Heat became the first NBA team in decades to 
depend on defense and stall-ball. That doesn’t 
hold up very well in a league with a 24-second shot 
clock. 

If Rice fails to win NBA rookie of the year, he 
won't be able to blame it on a lack of opportunity. 
The Heat will slate him for about 1,300 field-goal 
attempts next season and pray he can push them 
over 100 points per game. The only weakness 
scouts detect in Rice's game is an inability to put 
the ball on the floor. 

To take a shot, he’s going to have to learn to 
create the opportunity. But once Rice learns how 
to dribble, the NBA had better start ducking. 


——$—$— 


32 


INSIDE SPORTS 


Guns N' Roses—GN'R 
Lies(Gellen) 376-087 


Join Today! 


ANY 


Anderson, Bruford, 
Wakeman, Howe (Arisia) 
384-115 
Adrian Belew—Mr, Music 
Head (Virgin) 384-867 


Mojo Nixon And Skid 
Roper—Root Hog Or Die 
(Enigrna) 384-776 


Bob Mould—Work Book 
(Virgin) 384-586 
A Decade Of 

Steely Dan (MCA) 341-073 


Joe Cocker—Greatest Hits 
(A&M) 320-911 


SONIC TEMPLE 


The Cult—Sonic Temple 
(Sire) 381-798 


Badlands (Allantic) 384-388 


“Weird Al'' Yankovic— 
UHF Soundtrack (Epic) 
384-172 


BUILD YOUR COMPACT DISC 
COLLECTION. 


Tom Petty—Full Moon 
Fever (MCA) 


) 381-152 


Aretha Franklin—Through 
The Storm (Arista) 380-873 


FULL MOON 


382-184 


8 CDs 
FOR ONE CENT 


FINE YOUNG CANNIBALS 


FYC- 


THE RAW4ETHECCO! 


Fine Young Cannibals— 
The Raw And The Cooked 
RS) 


& Lemons 
(Getfen) 380-253 
Tone-Loc—Loc’ed After 
Dark (Deficous Vinyl) 


see ee we 
ight The Doobie Brothers— The Neville Brothers— 
(Columbia) 378893 Cycles (Capitol) 382-457 —_Yellow Moon (A&M) 381-889 
Bad English (Epic)383-463 The The—Mind Bomb oe 
— Say Anything—Original 
PI.L.—9(Virgn) 382-978 (EPC) 382:382 Soundtrack (WG) 381-871 
Stevie Ray Vaughan & tek 
Double Trouble—in Step erator Pega Skaletons 
(Epic) 382-374 (Warner Bros.) 378-406 
Bonham (WIG) 383°497 | oy Reed—New York (Sire) 
Alice Cooper—Trash 378-216 
(Epic) 382386 vis Costello—Spike 
Placido Domingo—AlThe (Warner Bros) 378-190 
Philharmonic (CES Masict) Roy Orbison—The All- 


Queen—The Miracle 
(Capdol) 383-547 


Stacey Q—Nights Like 
This (Atlantic) 382-838 


White Lion—Big Gam: 


SITVICNAAS 


Time Hits, Vols. 1 & 2 
(Col. Special Prod.) 377-945 


Blondie—Once More Into 
The Bleach (Chrysalis) 
377°317 


379-214 


Madonna—Like A Prayer 
(Sire) 


PLUS SHIPPING AND HANDLING 
WITH MEMBERSHIP 


Paula Abdul—Forever 
Your Girl (Virgin) 374-637 


Living Colour—Vivid 
(Epic) 370-833 


Little Feat—Dixie Chicken 
(Warner Bros.) 363-515 


Best Of The Doors 
(Elektra) 357-616/397-612 


Traffic—The Low Spark Of 
High Heeled Boys (Island) 
351-924 


The Police—Every Breath 


You Take... The Singles 
(A&M) 943-318 


The Who— Tommy (MCA) 
345-223/395-228 


Kool Moe Dee— 
Knowledge Is King 
(Jive / RCA) 384-339 


Van Halen—OU812 
(Warner Bros ) 369-371 


10,000 Maniacs—Blind 
Man's Zoo (Elektra) 382-077 


379-594 


Beaches—Original 
Soundtrack (Atlantic) 379-669 


Gloria Estefan—Cuts Both 
Ways (Epic) 382341 


U2—Rattle And Hum 
(Island) 374-017 


Bangles—Everythi 
(Columbia) 373-829 


Luciano Pavarotti— 
Pavarotti in Concert 
(CBS Master) 373-548 


Depeche Mode—101 (Sire) 
379+404/399- 402 


Introducing .., The Chick 
Corea Akoustic Band 
(GRP) 


379-891 
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Cyndi Lauper—A Night To 
Remember (Epic) 377-887 


De La Soul—3 Feet High 
And Rising (lommy Boy) 
381-160 


Bonnie Raltt—Nick of 
Time (Capitol) 381-087 


Jody Watley—Larger Than 
Life (MCA) O38 +061 


Jetf Healy Band—See 
The Light (Ansta) 375-873 


Neal Schon—Late Night 
(Colurnbia) "378 
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We've built in a wide range of 
choices. You can select from a wide variety 
of current hits and classical favorites. Our 
great introductory offer lets you choose any 
8 CDslisted inthis od for 1¢. Fillin and mail the 
application—we'll send your CDs and bill 
you for the penny, plus shipping and han- 
dling. In exchange, you simply agree to buy 
os few as 6 more CDs (at regular Club prices} 
within he nex! three years—and you may 
then cancel your membership anytime after 
doing so 

How the Club works. About every four 
weeks (13 times a year) youll receive the 
Clubs music magazine, which describes the 
Selection of the Month, ..plus many exciting 
alternates; new hits and old favorites from 
every field of music. In addition, up to six 
times a year, you may receive offers of 
Special Selections, usually at a discount off 
regular Club prices, for a total of up to 19 
buying opportunities. 

If you wish to receive the Selection of the 
Month, you need do nothing—i! will be 
shipped automatically. If you prefer an alter- 
note selection, or none at all, fill in the 
response card always provided and mail it 
by the date specified. You will always have at 
least 10 days in which to make your decision 
\f you ever receive ony Selection without 


having 10 days to decide, you may return it T cas/columbia House, 1400N. Fruitrid 


ot our expense. 

The CDs you order during your member- 
ship will be billed at regular Club prices, 
which currently are $12.98 to $1598—plus 
shipping and handling, and sales tax where 
applicable. (Multiple-unil sets may be 
higher) There will be special sales through- 
ou! your membership. After completing your 
enrollment you may cancel membership at 
ony time. 

Special Bonus Plan: After you buy 6 CDs 
al regular Club prices, you can build your 
collection quickly with our money-saving 
bonus plan. It leis you buy one CD at half 
price for each CD you buy at regulor Club 
prices. 

10-Doy Free Trial: We'll send details of the 
Clubs operation with your introductory ship- 
ment. If you ore not satisfied for any reason 
whatsoever, just return everything within 10 
days and you will have no further obligation. 
So you nsk absolutely nothing by sending for 
your 8 CDs right now! 

ADVANCE BONUS OFFER: As o special 
offer to new members, take one additional 
Compact Disc right now and pay only $695. 
I's a chance to get another selection at a 
super low price! 


Selections with two numbers contain 2 CDs and count as 2—so write in both numbers. 


CBS/Columbia House: Terre Haute, IN 47811-4129 
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ar 137/F89 
RO. Box 1129, Terre Haute, Indiana 47811-1129 

Please accept my membership application under the terms outlined in this advertisement. 
Send me the 8 Compact Discs listed here and bill me \¢ plus shipping and handling for all 
eight. | agree to buy six more selections at regulor Club prices in the coming three 
years—and may cancel my membership at any time after doing so. 


SEND ME THESE 
8 CDs FOR ¢ 


My main musical interest is (check one): (Bu! | may always choose from ony category) 


O)HardRock () SoftRock 
Living Colour, Richard Marx, 
Tom Petly Madonna 


CO Black Music 
lisa Lisa & Cult 
Jam, Jody Watley 


O Pop 
Barbro Streisand, 
Barry Manilow 


O Jazz 
Chick Correa, 
Joe Somple 


( Eosy Listening (Heavy Metal 
Roy Connill, Guns N’ Roses, 
Johany Mathis Great White 


O Country 0 Classical* 
Reba McEntire. Kin Te Konawo, 
Hank Wilhoms Jr, Yo-Yo Ma 


Mr. 
Mr: 


Ss. 
Miss Protas! Nome Tad Tos Nome 


Address. Apt. 


State 
Zip. 
Do you have a credit card? (03) 


City. 


Do youhave o VCR?(04) OC) Yes CINo Oves OONo 


FQ4/F6 


SAS eS pee + te ee ee EE SS 
ADVANCE BONUS OFFER: Also send me 

one more CD right now at the super low price ——Sa 

of just $6.95, which will be billed to me. 


FQ5/F7 


y avenioble in APO) FPO, Alosko, 


Note: we reserve the righ ny application of cancel ony memberstup. These alfers 
», Apphcabler soles tox added to 


Hawou Puerto Rico; wile lor detads of altematwe oller. Canochon resdunts serviced from Toro 
oll orders. *Closscel mambers serncad by the CBS Classical Cb. 
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The Cavaliers have a lot to prove,4 
and expect Brad Daugherty | 
to lead them over the top 


By PAUL LADEWSKI PS le 


CLEVELAND CAVALIERS 


First, let’s get the obligatory Cleveland joke out of 
the way. Question: What runs from November 
through April, then stops like clockwork? Answer: 
A Cleveland Cavaliers wristwatch, of course. The 
Cavaliers hit the fairways prematurely again last 
spring after an upset playoffloss to Chicago, whom 
they had handled six consecutive times in the regu- 
lar season. What did that prove? Mostly, that the 
82-game marathon and the postseason sprint 
shouldn’t be confused for one and the same. And 
that, along with about 23 other teams, the Cava- 
liers haven't found a way to take the Air out of Jor- 
dan. Even so, they extended the series to the limit 
with Mark Price at substantially less than peak 
physical condition. Who's to say that, with their 
floor general at full strength, the Cavaliers 
wouldn’t have taken the Bulls by the horns? 

Actually, there is a more compelling reason 
why head coach Lenny Wilkens’ club pooped out 
after a splendid 57-25 run in the regular season. 
While youthful talent has led some to stamp the 
Cavaliers as the team of the ’90s, albeit pre- 
maturely, it also serves as a double-edged sword. 
Among playoff qualifiers, only Philadelphia, New 
York, Phoenix, and Golden State had less post- 
season experience. Price, backcourt partner Ron 
Harper, and center Brad Daugherty each had 
played in only one previous playoff series. By 
comparison, Detroit's veteran trio of Isiah 
Thomas, Joe Dumars, and Bill Laimbeer com- 
bined to total 13 years of playoff experience. NBA 
titles aren’t on the bargain racks at Kids ’A Us. 

While Chicago wields the league's most feared 
weapon, Cleveland possesses something history 
says is far more valuable: balance. The Cavaliers 
didn’t have one player among the league's top 20 
scorers, but no team boasted as many 17-plus- 
point scorers in Daugherty (18.9), Price (18.9), 
Harper (18.6), and Larry Nance (17.2). Although 
not particularly physical—the Cavaliers need to 
upgrade their No. 18 ranking in rebound percent- 
age—few teams use the blocked shot any better to 
intimidate on defense. As for any lack of leader- 
ship, Price's gutty playoff performance with a 
tender groin should dismiss any such thoughts. 

Nonetheless, any championship aspirations will 
hinge on the right ankle of Nance, the club’s de- 
fensive heartbeat and shot-blocker supreme. Fol- 
lowing surgery to repair a frayed tendon that 
caused him much discomfort late last season, 
Nance isn’t expected 
back until January. 
Yet the layoff could 
prove to be a blessing 
for the 30-year-old 
forward, provided 
the Cavaliers don’t 
sink in the quicksand 
that is the Central Di- 
vision. The bet here is 
that Nance’s return 
will provide an emo- 
tional lift just in time 
for the playoffs, when 
the Cavaliers will 
come of age. Save the 
jokes. 
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DETROIT PISTONS 


When general manager Jack Mc- 
Closkey completed the NBA’ big- 
gest deal of the year last Feb- 
ruary—Adrian Dantley to Dallas 
for Mark Aguirre and a first-round 
draft pick in 1991—there was reason to believe 
the wheels would soon come off the Pistons. After 
all, hadn't Dantley been their No. 1 post-up 
threat, the go-to guy in the halfcourt offense that 
would become so crucial in the playoffs? Ever the 
bad boy, didn’t Aguirre have the reputation of 
being more trouble than his career 25-point 
average was worth? Considering that the Pistons 
already owned the league’s best record at the 
time, was a blockbuster deal really necessary? 

Inthe year 1A.D., it’s obvious what Trader Jack 
had in mind all along. For one, more overall 
movement on the offensive end. Rather than 
watch Dantley shake and bake on one of his many 
clear-out maneuvers, the rest of the Pistons 
assumed more involved roles. Moreover, with 
Aguirre’s part reduced to 27 minutes per game in 
the playoffs, head coach Chuck Daly has more 
precious time to give Joe Dumars, Dennis Rod- 
man, and John Salley, all of whom would be full- 
fledged stars almost anywhere else. As a result, 
other than making sure Aguirre and supersub 
Vinnie Johnson earn their playing time, Daly will 
have to put out fewer internal brushfires. 

Still, as Daly says: “Defense is what won it for 
us. The guys believe we can win withit.” Say what 
you will about the Pistons’ strong-armed tactics, 
but few teams have made such a total commit- 
ment to the defensive end. Their average yield of 
92.9 points in 17 postseason games—lowest for a 
league title winner since the advent of the 24- 
second clock—should at least temporarily quiet 
those critics who claim there’s no D in NBA. 
Undoubtedly, the Pistons won't scare opponents 
as easily now that the meanest meanie of them all, 
forward Rick Mahorn, is a Minnesota Timber- 
wolf. Nevertheless, their ability—and will- 
ingness—to maintain such high-voltage intensity 
will likely determine whether the Pistons remain 
super dudes or turn into super duds. 

Either way, the Pistons won't storm through 
the playoffs again without getting wet. Give the 
champions their due, but the fact remains that 
they swept Boston without Larry Bird, swept 
Milwaukee without Terry Cummings, and swept 
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Each team in the division is rated in eight categories. The first 
four categories, which deal directly with team performance, are 
weighted to give them greater influence on the final rating. 
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Los Angeles without Magic Johnson 
for two-plus games and Byron Scott 
for the entire series. Only surpris- 
ing Chicago, which had no right to 
advance to the Eastern Conference 
finals, provided any resistance. 
Amazingly, the Pistons were able to 
sidestep conference foes Cleveland 
and New York, both of which gave them fits in the 
regular season. The erstwhile Bad Boys shouldn't 
be as bad as last year, but to repeat they'll have to 
be. 


CHICAGO BULLS 


The ill-timed firing of Doug Collins raises this 
question: Why would anyone list “head coach, 
NBA’ as his career goal? No fewer than six of the 
25 teams will begin the new campaign with a 
different head man from a year ago, a staggering 
24% turnover rate. What's more, you no longer 
have to finish 16-66 to take a hike; four of those six 
clubs boasted winning records last season, and 
three qualified for the playoffs. What does it say 
for the frailty of the profession that critics of Pat 
Riley, who only wears five NBA championship 
rings, insist the game has passed him by? 

Take the case of the missing Collins. He was 
summarily dismissed after a 47-35 regular sea- 
son and the Bulls’ first trip to a conference finals 
in 14 years. Phil Jackson, one of three assistants 
who had toiled under Collins, was named to re- 
place his former boss. 

“To ignore the circumstances around my hiring 
would be thoughtless,” Jackson said. “Doug Col- 
lins was instrumental to my arrival [in Chicago]. 
But now we've got a job to do. I've got a good 
basketball team here, and the future looks very 
bright.” 

At least the Bulls kept Michael Jordan around. 
That would turn any coach’s cloudiest day into one 
of dazzling, brilliant sunshine. Better yet, now 
the Bulls finally have some players the new coach 
can use effectively to complement Mighty Michael. 

They have a solid if somewhat slight 6'10" 
power forward in Horace Grant, a talented if 
somewhat erratic 6’8” small forward in Scottie 
Pippen, and a capable 7'1" center in Bill Cart- 
wright, who saved his best for the playoffs last 
season, the way veterans are supposed to do. 

In the offseason the Bulls gave Jordan three 
reasons to smile even more than usual this sea- 
son. Remarkably, the Bulls lifted a first-round 
draft choice from 
Seattle for Brad Sel- 
lers—giving them a 
trio of picks among 
the top 20. They sub- 
sequently used those 
picks wisely, select- 
ing 611” forward 
Stacey King from 
Oklahoma at No. 6, 
6'2" point guard B.J. 
Armstrong from Iowa 
at No. 18, and 6'9” 
forward Jeff Sanders 
of Georgia Southern 
at No. 20. 

See what is hap- 
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pening here? Now when you talk 
about the Bulls, you must discuss 
the people surrounding Jordan. 

What Jordan wants more than anything else in 
this phase of his career is that coveted, elusive 
NBA championship. A Central Division title along 
the way would be likewise welcomed by one of 
Michael's famous, infectious grins. 

“More than anything else,” says Jordan. “I love 
to win.” 


MILWAUKEE BUCKS 


Just when everyone thought the aging Bucks were 
ready to retire, they quietly turned their shot 
clocks back one year. Talk about cheating Father 
Time. With no player in the top 10 of any 
statistical category except free-throw percent- 
age, head coach Del Harris slowed the tempo toa 
crawl, thus reducing opponents to a league low in 
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field-goal attempts. Only Denver 
had a better turnover differential. 
And the Bucks established a league 
single-season record for free-throw percentage. 
Most of all, their improbable success was a 
resounding victory for the veteran leadership of 
Terry Cummings, Sidney Moncrief, Ricky Pierce, 
and Jack Sikma. “I didn’t have to prod them,” says 
Wisconsin Del. “I just said, ‘Here’s the program, 
and this is what we're going to do.’” 

Despite 49 regular-season victories and a 
postseason march through Atlanta, management 
knew it had to make changes in a program that 
could have been mistaken for “thirtysomething.” 
As evidenced by their 1-7 recordin games decided 
by fewer than four points, the Bucks too often 
pooped out near the finish. Against younger, 
talented teams such as Atlanta and Chicago— 
each swept the regular-season series, 6-O—the 
Bucks were easily outquicked. “The biggest 


advantage we have against them is team speed,” 
says the Bulls’ Michael Jordan. “That wasn’t the 
case when I came into the league.” 

Enter power forward Greg (Cadillac) Ander- 
son, 25, and guard Alvin Robertson, 27, who 
came to Brewtown via San Antonio in exchange 
for the 28-year-old Cummings, the Bucks’ leading 
scorer and rebounder. The price was a steep one, 
to be sure. One of the game's premier power 
forwards, Cummings will be missed. Nonethe- 
less, as Harris puts it, “We're an old team trying 
to get younger, not a young team trying to get 
older.” In the absence of blue-collar banger Larry 
Krystowiak, whose career is in jeopardy follow- 
ing reconstructive knee surgery, Anderson will 
fill a major void at the No. 4 hole—a team of 
Edsels in the paint just added a Cadillac of a shot- 
blocker. The superquick Robertson, a two-time 
league leader in steals, will improve the club’s 
most glaring weakness. And the two-for-one 
swap will cushion the absence ofa first-round pick 
in the last NBA college draft. 

What the Bucks must do next is address their 
needs at center. They claim to be excited about the 
Tito Horford project, but it’s years away from 
completion. At 29, Randy Breuer and his $950,000 
salary have reached the point of no returns. 
Stationed at the three-point arc, Sikma hit a 
formidable 38% as a triple threat. However, what 
amounted to an oversized three-guard offense let 
opponents have their way underneath. With one of 
the league's deepest backcourts from which to deal 
fora paint player, the young Bucks could move the 
clock all the way back to contender status. 


ATLANTA HAWKS 


Last season was supposed to be the one in which 
the talent-laden Hawks shed their well-deserved 
label as underachievers. The trade for off guard 
Reggie Theus and the signing of free-agent center 
Moses Malone, coupled with superstar forward 
Dominique Wilkins and point guard Glenn (Doc) 
Rivers, gave them four starters who had com- 
bined for 17 All-Star Game invitations, three 
league MVPs, six rebounding titles, and one 
scoring crown. Not only did the Hawks appear to 
jell late, as many had expected, but they opened 
the playoffs against an injury-depleted Milwaukee 
team witha tin cup inits hand. So the Hawks were 
promptly given a swift kick by guys named... 
Paul Mokeski and Fred Roberts? Quick, get some 
color restoration for Ted Turner's face. 

If Hawks wonder why they forever seem to fall 
into an empty elevator shaft, they need only 
replay Moses’ postplayoff critique. Get him the 
ball. Hey, no prob—except that Nique needs the 
rock. Before he left for Orlando in the expansion 
draft, so did Theus. Ditto sub John Battle. As a 
matter of fact, Wilkins, Theus, and Battle, none 
of whom shot better than the league average of 
-477, accounted for 48% of the club’s shots. 
Somehow, those numbers don’t seem to be on the 
same page as head coach Mike Fratello’s share- 
the-wealth gospel. 

At any rate, there weren’t enough leftovers for 


Horace Grant’s stock soared in 
Chicago’s amazing playoff run. 
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Moses, who was paid nearly $2 
million to take 13 shots every night, 
and unsung power forwards Cliff 
Levingston and Antoine Carr. Then again, get- 
ting the ball is one thing, and having room to do 
something with it quite another. The halfcourt 
offense would be much more effective if it had a 
long-range sniper to discourage zone, er, sagging 
defenses. But unless live-wire guard Roy Mar- 
ble, the club’s first-round draft pick, can extend 
his shooting range, or Battle can fire his way to 
the forefront, Moses can expect more company. 
Ifthey haven't already, grumblings about shot dis- 
tribution almost always lead to five uneasy pieces, a 
possibility that is sure to put Fratello on the hot 
seat. Only Pat Riley and Chuck Daly have posted 
more regular-season victories than Fratello’s 209 in 
the last four years, but the Hawks failed to respond 
with a winning postseason in any one of them. And 
while reports of Moses’ demise were greatly ex- 
aggerated—Houston'’s Akeem Olajuwon was the 
only other pivotman to average at least 20 points 
and 10 rebounds—he will turn 35 before this 
year’s playoffs. “This will be a make-or-break sea- 
son for us,” predicts Doc. Last call has arrived. 


INDIANA PACERS 


The Pacers’ draft day experience has been a lot 
like eating Chinese: An hour after the NBA 
college draft, they're still hungry. From an 
organization that had six picks this decade among 


Dominique continued his shooting 
policy of quantity over quality. 
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the top eight overall, including 
three No. 2s, you'd expect more. 
Not that their choices were all bad. 
The eight first-round selections from 
1981-1988—Herb Williams (14th), Clark Kellogg 
(eighth), Steven Stipanovich (second), Vern 
Fleming (18th), Wayman Tisdale (second), Chuck 
Person (fourth), Reggie Miller (11th), and Rik 
Smits (second)—have all made contributions as 
starters at one time or another. It’s just that, for 
whatever reason, too many of them have never 
lived up to advance billing. Hold the rice. 

That brings us to George McCloud, Indy’s latest 
numero uno. Almost no one doubts the Metro Con- 
ference player of the year at Florida State is a real 
talent. “He's the No. 1 big guard,” says NBA scout- 
ing director Marty Blake, who adds, “He has some 
point-guard skills, but he’s not a point guard.” 
Trouble is, the Pacers have more big guards and 
swingmen than Imelda Marcos has shoes. If Mc- 
Cloud can acquire a pass-first, shoot-later mind- 
set, he may yet be a capable replacement for Vern 
Fleming, the out-of-position incumbent. 

A quality floor leader is one of two missing 
pieces in the Pacers’ puzzle. The other is—guess 
who?—the never-dull, always-enigmatic Chuck 
Person. Head coach Dick Versace would like the 
small forward to emerge as the club’s emotional 
leader in the mold of Rick Mahorn, whom Versace 
coached as a Detroit assistant. Until Person 
commands league-wide respect, however, it’s 
unlikely he'll be taken seriously in that role. “He’s 
always trying stuff to throw you off your game,” 
says Chicago's Horace Grant, “but it doesn’t work 
for him. We all know that’s just Chuck.” Maybe, 
just maybe, Versace is the one 
who can cajole Person into 
reaching the vast potential he 
showed a glimpse of in 1986-87 as 
rookie of the year. 

However, with the help of a 
pair of second-half deals that 
landed Detlef Schrempf and La- 
Salle Thompson, along with the 
unscheduled development of 
Smits, the rest of the pieces have 
begun to fall into place under 
Versace. A disappointment for 
much of his three-plus seasons at 
Dallas, Schrempf may have 
found his niche as the designated 
scorer off the bench. After his 
move from undersized center to 
ground-breaking power forward, 
Thompson's production swelled 
to 9.9 rebounds per game and 
54% shooting. Then there’s free- 
agent designer Florence Griffith- 
Joyner, the Olympic gold medal- 
ist who was hired to create new 
uniforms. A little lavender lace 
never hurt anyone, even if the 
Pacers are at least one year away 
from wearing the look of a 
winner. 


ORLANDO MAGIC 


It may be common procedure for 
expansion teams to spend their 
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New blood in Milwaukee has Jack 
Sikma eyeing an unexpected title. 


early years ina building mode, better knownas the 
five-year plan, but tomorrowland has arrivedinthe 
Magic kingdom. In contrast to downstate rival 
Miami, which is on a full-fledged youth kick, the 
Magic have attempted to strike a balance between 
youth and experience. Not only did creative 
general manager Pat Williams position a building 
block with crackerjack rookie Nick Anderson, but 
he gave head coach Matt Guokas a competitive 
chance from the get-go with old friends Sidney 
Green, 28, Reggie Theus, 32, and Dave Corzine, 33. 

Some question whether the Magic, whichdealta 
pair of future second-round draft picks for Cor- 
zine, can have it both ways. The fact is, though, 
even the best-laid plans for the future have buckled 
for expansion teams, only a select few of which 
have been able to become contenders by their fifth 
seasons. Of the 15 such franchises in existence, 
Milwaukee, Portland, Washington, and Seattle 
have garnered a league title. 

Whether or not Williams’ formula really works, 
it will present a refreshing new look for the fans 
who pay most for the arduous building process. 
Green, Theus, and Corzine last played together 
with the 1983-84 Bulls, a devil-may-care bunch 
that has forever earned Chicago's gratitude: At 
27-55, they gave the franchise a crack at Michael 
Jordan in the NBA college draft. To say the least, a 
starting lineup of Corzine in the middle, Greenand 
Anderson or Terry Catledge on the wings, and 
Theus and Sam Vincent, another ex-Bull, in the 
backcourt will be entertaining and delightfully 
unpredictable. And now that Jerry (Ice) Reynolds 
willno longer sit in the shadow of Sidney Moncrief 
or Dale Ellis, he could blossom. Watch him. 

However, applications for playoff tickets will not 
be in the mail soon. Even if it could be the best of 
the four newest expansion teams, the Magic will 
still have a seat alongside Charlotte, Miami, and 
Minnesota in the next draft lottery. The most 
crucial question is this: Can they replace one 
veteran starter each year? If so, the Magic will be 
no worse off down the road than their expansion 
brethren. At least for now, the folks in Orlando 
won't have to be talked off the top ledge. 3] 


Joe Menzer contributed to this article. 
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Behind Roy Tarpley’s inside 
power, the Mavericks will turn 
some rehabilitation, a rebirth, 
and revenge into a crown 
By ROBERT FALKOFF 
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DALLAS MAVERICKS 


Doesn't it seem like only yesterday the Mavericks 
were 100% finesse, 0% force? 

Dallas used to live by the jump shots of Mark 
Aguirre and Rolando Blackman, and die because 
it had miscast centers such as Pat Cummings and 
Kurt Nimphius. Ouch. But the Mavericks are 
going to have a powerful inside look in 1989-90 if 
Roy Tarpley, the 1988 sixth man of the year, 
makes a successful comeback from an anti-drug 
agreement violation, and James Donaldson, a 
space-eating center, rebounds from a ruptured 
patellar tendon in his right knee. 

Coach John MacLeod can only smile when he 
envisions the frontcourt possibilities. Tarpley is a 
human dynamo around the boards and Donaldson 
was having perhaps his best year when his knee 
blew out last March. Although there are no 
guarantees that Donaldson can come back at full 
speed, Mavs officials were saying during the 
summer that the jolly giant was ahead of schedule 
because of his near-fanatical exercise program. 

MacLeod can also unleash Sam Perkins, who 
has been steadily adding bulk and strength the 
past couple of years. And don’t forget Adrian Dant- 
ley, Herb Williams, and incoming rookie Randy 
White. The Mavs may have passed on Karl Malone 
a few years back, but they jumped at the chance to 
draft White, another Louisiana Tech alumnus who 
could be a Mailman II. With those six players 
taking turns patrolling the lane, the Mavs seem to 
have evolved from a lightly sugared dessert of a 
team to a bunch of meat and potatoes bangers. 

Oh, sure, the Mavericks still have that backcourt 
trio of Blackman, Derek Harper, and Brad Davis. 
But thanks to the guys up front, the aging guard 
unit shouldn't have to carry the club any longer. 

It’s Tarpley’s team now. He's that good. 

The catch word in Dallas in aberration. Last 
year, everything that could go wrong did go wrong. 
But even with Tarpley missing most of the season 
and Donaldson missing the last month, the Mavs 
might have escaped the lottery if it hadn’t been for 
the disruption of the Dantley/Aguirre trade. 

Dantley did not want to leave Detroit, and 
while his body was at Reunion Arena, his mind 
may have often wandered in the general direction 
of Auburn Hills, Mich. But with a fresh start this 
season and a healthy stable of talent around him, 
Dantley will be hankering to see what he can do 
about snatching a championship ring away from 
his ex-teammates. Revenge can be a powerful 
motive, right, A.D.? 

In short, it’s time to forget the Mavs’ misfor- 
tunes of 1988. Turn the page on that sad saga. 

Partially by design and partially because of bi- 
zarre circumstances, the Mavs have been trans- 
formed into an imposing team capable of making 
an unusual leap from lottery to penthouse. 

Where's the beef? In Dallas, of course. 


UTAH JAZZ 


Under coach Jerry Sloan's guidance the Utah Jazz 
became defensive monsters in 1989. When a Jazz 
opponent shot better than 45% and scored 100 
points at the Salt Palace, it almost felt it had scored a 
moral victory. “It really feels good to know you can 


go out and shut teams down like 
that,” forward Karl Malone says. 

Alas, the Jazz got a bitter taste of 
its own medicine in the playoffs, 
shooting just .428 in a shocking 3-0 
first-round loss to the upstart 
Golden State Warriors, whose tal- 
lest starter was 6-8. Since six months of sweet 
memories were abruptly swept away in one ill- 
fated week. Jazz fans are understandably a bit 
uneasy about what this season will bring. 

The pressure will be on the defending Midwest 
Division champions not only to win around 50 reg- 
ular-season games, but also to excel in the 
playoffs. To do so, the Jazz must recharge the 


offense under Sloan, avoiding the 
type of power failure that doomed 
Utah against the quick, sharpshoot- 
ing Warriors. 

Sloan has a reputation as a defen- 
sive-minded coach, which is fine. 
But observers close to the Jazz no- 
ticed Utah hasn’t run quite as much under Sloan as 
it did under Frank Layden. If Sloan loosens the 
reins a bit, the Jazz need not fear. There's cer- 
tainly enough talent around to provide for the 
necessary adjustments. 

John Stockton and Malone were All-Stars last 
year, and should be even better this year. This 
pitch-and-catch combination rivals Joe Montana 
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to Jerry Rice. Thurl Bailey was the 
club’s biggest disappointment in the 
playoffs, shooting just .353 from 
the floor. But he is coming off a solid regular 
season and should again be good for 18 to 20 
points per night. 

The Jazz also made a bid to shore up their 
perimeter shooting when they picked up The- 
odore (Blue) Edwards in the 1989 draft. Watch out 
for this guy—scouts say he has a major league 
shooting stroke from 20 feet and beyond. 

Utah has some depth problems, particularly 
when Stockton goes to the bench. The Jazz are 
also lacking a small forward who can shoot with 
range and keep up with Chris Mullin. 

From all indications, though, the Jazz seem to 
have shrugged off their minidisaster in the play- 
offs. Outwardly, at least, there's no sign that their 
confidence has been shaken. 

“We just happened to run into a hot ballclub,” 
says Mark Eaton, the shot-blocker deluxe. “That 
part was disappointing, but it doesn’t take away 
our accomplishments in the regular season. We 
just have to forget what happened against Golden 
State and look to the future.” 

If the Jazz offense catches up to the Jazz defense, 
that future could be extremely bright. 


HOUSTON ROCKETS 


In 1986 the Rockets seemed to have everything go- 
ing for them. They were young, fast, and talented. 
Move over, L.A. and Boston; Houston was poised on 
the threshold of greatness. What could stop them? 

Drugs, that’s what. 

Point guard John Lucas had a drug relapse late in 
that ’86 season, but the Rockets still made it to the 
NBA finals without their floor leader. Then Lewis 
Lloyd and Mitchell Wiggins were banned by the 
league the following January forat least a two-year 
period. “People don’t realize how tough it is to 
recover when you lose your three best guards like 
we did,” general manager Ray Patterson says. 

Houston has been spinning its wheels the last 
three years while trying to bounce back from that 
sudden guard exodus in ’86 and ’87. In order to 
restock the backcourt, Houston traded Ralph 
Sampson, ostensibly for Sleepy Floyd. But that 
move created a void at power forward, so Rodney 
McCray and Jim Petersen were subsequently 
relinquished for Otis Thorpe. 

Can Floyd and Thorpe team with the dominat- 
ing Akeem Olajuwon to give the Rockets a solid 
nucleus for the early 1990s? 

It's conceivable that the trio will bond and 
prosper in The Summit. But in order to really 
make an impact this year, Houston will need 
drastically improved play at big guard and small 
forward and a bench corps that won't send coach 
Don Chaney scurrying for the Alka Seltzer. 

The Rockets were often soft as marshmallows 
last year when Olajuwon or Thorpe was taking a 
breather, Houston, therefore, got out the check- 
book in July and signed unrestricted free-agent 
Larry Smith, the original Mr. Mean. 

“Larry will give us toughness, which is some- 
thing we were definitely lacking last year,” 
Chaney says. 

The key for the Rockets will be the small 
forward spot, where Buck Johnson, Walter Berry, 
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and Derrick Chievous will compete 
for the starting position. Is any- 
body in that group good enough to 
consistently take on the likes of Alex English, 
Dominique Wilkins, and Chris Mullin? 

Johnson has had major difficulities as a ball- 
handler, and Berry has yet to prove he can make 
shot beyond 10 feet. Chievous? As a rookie, he 
went up and down more than the roller coaster at 
AstroWorld. 

Ah, chemistry. It's a many-splendored thing. 

“When you're talking about putting together a 
championship team, it doesn’t happen overnight,” 
Chaney says. “We feel our nucleus from last year 
will be better, and we'll be able to put a more 
balanced cast around them.” 

If Chaney is right, the Rockets could show 
significant improvement for the first time in three 
years. If he’s wrong, Houston fans will simply 
have to keep daydreaming about 1986. 


DENVER NUGGETS 


Each year, skeptics wonder how much longer the 
Denver Nuggets can ride the talented shooting 
arm of Alex English. And, each year, English 
comes out of training camp racking up points as 
though he's playing a pinball machine. 

Was it Ponce de Leon who discovered the 
Fountain of Youth, or was it English, who writes 
poetry off the court and is poetry on the court? 
English will turn 36 in January, and he may have to 
average his age if the Nuggets are going to make 
any progress this season. 

Denver was a terrible road team last year and 
never really got untracked, finishing 44-38 after a 
3-0 first-round playoff loss to Phoenix. English 
has to slow down sometime, and there's a distinct 
possibility that if the defenses start to catch up 
with him this year, Denver could slide danger- 
ously close to the lottery. 

The new Nuggets’ owners may have paid $65 
million for the club, but you probably wouldn't 
give a nickel for Denver's chances of winning the 
Midwest Division title this year. 

Besides the question of English’s age, there’s 
also the question of whether the Nuggets have 
enough trainers. Lafayette (Fat) Lever may have 
lost a step or two since suffering torn knee 
cartilage in the 1988 playoffs, and Blair 
Rasmussen and Bill Ranzlik were plagued last 
year by aching backs. 

At season's end, there was a sense of panic 
among Nuggets fans. “People were more upset 
over our 45-37 record than the 37-45 record we 
had two years earlier,” one Denver official says. 

The Nuggets, however, have one of the league's 
best coaches in Doug Moe. The loquacious one 
does his finest work in even-numbered years. In 
1988, for example, the Nuggets were expected to 
go nowhere. But Denver made a key trade before 
the season, acquiring Michael Adams and Jay 
Vincent. By season's end the Nuggets were first in 
the Midwest and Moe was reluctantly accepting 
coach of the year honors. 

The Nuggets hope to keep Lever fresher this 
year because of the presence of first-round draft 
choice Todd Lichti. Veteran front-liners such as 
Danny Schayes, Wayne Cooper, and Rasmussen 
have to regain their 1988 aggressiveness, and 


Adams has to steal everything in 
sight and drill those patented three- 
point shots. 

It’s up to the supporting cast to 
bail out the old man. English can’t 
be expected to carry this team 
through yet another season. 

Can he? 


SAN ANTONIO SPURS 


Sound the trumpets and clean the 
backboards. David Robinson is fi- 
nally coming to the Alamo City. 
Since the day general manager Bob 
Bass got lucky in the 1987 lottery, 
Spurs fans have been whistling “An- 
chors Aweigh” and waiting patiently 
for the former Navy center to make 
his San Antonio debut. 

So here's to you, Mr. Robinson. 
San Antonio hasn't had a legitimate 
hero since George Gervin was melt- 
ing defenses at HemisFair Arena. 

Despite the hoopla over Robin- 
son’s arrival, however, the Spurs are 
doing their best to take the pressure 
off the 7-foot lefthander. They're 
reminding everyone that New York 
didn’t go anywhere in Patrick 
Ewing’s rookie season, and Houston 
finished last in its division the year 
Ralph Sampson came aboard. 

But Robinson’s going to have 
some talent around him, that’s for 
sure. During their two-year wait 
for Robinson, the Spurs were just 
lousy enough to earn the drafting 
rights to Willie Anderson and Sean 
Elliott. They also pulled off a major trade, 
acquiring veteran All-Star forward Terry Cum- 
mings, who should average 20 points and show 
the way for a talented group of kids. 

Don’t expect miracles, but do expect significant 
improvement over last year’s 21-61 mark. Provided, 
of course, that Robinson lives up to his tremen- 
dous advance billing. 

Long-time Spurs’ watchers marvel at Robin- 
son’s ability to run the floor and soar for the alley- 
oop. He's a marvelous athlete. But there are 
concerns about whether he is as driven, as, say, 
coach Larry Brown. 

Of course, if there were no Robinson in San 
Antonio, there would be no Brown, either. 

“T always said that if l came back to professional 
basketball, I would want to work with a young 
center,” Brown says. 

With Robinson on the horizon, there should be a 
heck of a battle for rookie of the year honors. Who 
knows? Maybe Elliott will give his taller team- 
mate some spirited competition for that award. 

The Spurs wanted Danny Ferry in last year’s 
draft, but Elliott is no flimsy consolation prize. 
Many scouts believe Elliott was the best all- 
around player in the draft, and Arizona coach 
Lute Olson has even compared his prize pupil 
with Magic Johnson. Enough said. 

San Antonio fans haven’t had much to cheer 
about since 1982 and 1983, when the Spurs reached 
the conference finals in consecutive seasons. But 
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Olajuwon is still the launch pad 
for Houston’s now-meager hopes. 


prosperity could be just around the corner if David 
turns out to be a legitimate Goliath. 


CHARLOTTE HORNETS 


Picture Charlotte owner George Shinn hard at 
work in his quest to build the Hornets intoan NBA 
power. He's relentlessly in search of former North 
Carolina Tar Heels. 

Was the curious drafting of J.R. Reid only the 
start? Where will Shinn find his next Tar Heel? 
Perhaps he'll put in a telephone call to Bob 
McAdoo, or bring Phil Ford out of retirement. 
Rumor has it Charlie Scott is available. 

Shinn has been second-guessed by plenty of 
scouts since he decided to take Reid over Stacey 
King and George McCloud. There's reason to be- 
lieve Reidmay have fallen completely out of the lot- 
tery if the Hornets’ home-state pride hadn't come 
into play with Charlotte holding the No. 5 pick. 

But now, it’s J.R. or bust. The Hornets had 
better hope Reid develops into a premier front- 
liner or they'll really be banned for attempting to 
make North Carolina their personal farm club. 
State loyalty only goes so far. 

While Reid will be thrust into the spotlight, he 
won't be the only Hornet under scrutiny. The 
rabid Charlotte fans will be anxious to see if Rex 


Chapman can display better shot selection and if 
Kelly Tripucka can resurface as one of the better 
scorers in the league. 

By and large, the Hornets did well in their first 
season. Solid veterans such as Tripucka, Kurt 
Rambis, and Robert Reid brought a lot of class to 
the ballclub, and the players worked hard for 
coach Dick Harter. In addition, Charlotte had a 
distinct advantage in Charlotte Arena because of 
the noise that 23,000 fans can generate. 

The Hornets, who had 20 wins last year to 
surpass Miami by five, should easily escape the 
cellar this year, simply because Minnesota re- 
sides in the Midwest and must pay its indoctrina- 
tion dues. But ifa couple of kids like J.R. Reid and 
Chapman come through, the Hornets could con- 
ceivably pass a few other Western Conference 
teams besides Minnesota. 

Who drafted J.R.? That’s almost as intriguing 
an issue as when television posed the question 
‘Who shot J.R.?’ 

The Hornets believe that in the long run, their 
draft decision will prove to have been astute. 
Meanwhile, the Chicago Bulls fans send their 
thanks to Shinn for allowing King to slip to No. 6. 


MINNESOTA TIMBERWOLVES 


The Timberwolves started with a clean sheet of 
paper, and on it they wrote these names: Bill 
Musselman, Rick Mahorn, and Pooh Richardson. 
If you're yawning, it’s understandable. 


Minnesota's first pick in the expansion draft 
was Mahorn, who has a bad back and may not be 
all that fired up about going from a world champi- 
onship team to the basement—talk about culture 
shock. Check with Mahorn in April. 

The Wolves also may have reached a bit when 
they selected Richardson with the No. 10 pick in 
the draft. Few scouts expected the former UCLA 
point guard to go so high. 

Minnesota could receive a significant dose of 
inside scoring from Steve Johnson, providing he’s 
healthy. And that’s a big if. Brad Lohaus has some 
potential as a big man with shooting range, and 
David Rivers will be around to help Richardson 
with the point guard chores. Still, scoring 100 
points will be a cause for this club to stage a 
locker-room celebration. 

The good news for the Wolves is, business will 
be booming no matter how poorly the club 
performs. Move over, Twins and Vikings. There's 
a new pro-sports darling in town. Minnesota will 
play this season in the Metrodome before moving 
into a posh new home. By July, season-ticket sales 
had already passed the 13,500 mark, and Timber- 
wolves merchandise was a hot commodity. 

Suffice it to say, it’s going to be awhile before the 
Timberwolves remind Minneapolis old-timers of 
those Minneapolis Laker championship teams. 
There are no George Mikans on the immediate 
horizon. The race for the worst record in the 
league should be between Minnesota and Orlando. 

Isn’t expansion grand? i] 
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LOS ANGELES LAKERS 


Those hamstring injuries? Nothing a few idle 
months couldn’t cure. But those other aches— 
the gnawing in the gut, the tug in the heart, the 
pain in the head—continue to linger, serving 
constant reminders of that fateful, fatal finish in 
the 1989 championship series. 

You see, the Detroit Pistons and the analysts and 
the stat sheets can say what they want, but the Lak- 
ers still believe they were the best team. A 
healthy Byron Scott never would have allowed Joe 
Dumars all those open jumpers. . . . A well-rested 
Michael Cooper would have smothered Isiah 
Thomas and Vinnie 
Johnson. . . . Magic 
—well, Magic 
would have done 
whatever was nec- 
essary to send Ka- 
reem Abdul-Jabbar 
into retirement 
with one more ring. 

“But there’s no 
sense dwelling on 
it,” says GM Jerry 
West, “because it’s 
over. It happened. 
It’s all part of the 
game.” 

The Lakers are 
entering the 1989- 
90 season with a 
new game plan— 
make that a semi- 
new game plan. 
While Kareem is 
busy waxing his 
surfboard in Ha- 
waii, his ex-team- 
mates will resume 
the transition from 
a center-oriented 
team to a club that 
relies on one super- 
star and four supe- 
rior all-around bas- 
ketball players. 

But what does 
this mean? A return 
to the mid-’80s era 
of frenetic, fast- 
break basketball? 
Or is something else happening here as well? 

There were hints all last season—Suns coach 
Cotton Fitzsimmons went so far as to label the 
Lakers a great half-court team—that the trend 
was toward defense and a better half-court/ 
fastbreak balance, perhaps mirroring the im- 
pulses of coach Pat Riley, now in his ninth year. 
The Lakers still had their share of 15-0 bursts, of 
course. But not like before. Never like before. 

The reasons most often cited were age, improv- 
ing defenses (including their own), lack of a ball- 
handling guard to back up Magic, and the diffi- 
culty of trying to run with a 42-year-old Kareem. 

West, however, adamantly rejects the “age” 
rationale. “Our four starters are all in the prime 
of their careers,” he says. “Physically, they are at 
the age when people are at their best. No, I think 
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the coach is changing more than the 
players. When a coach feels a pull in 
a different direction, he pulls the 
team with him.” 

Any truth to those offseason 
rumors that had L.A. sending A.C. 
Green and Vlade Divac to Golden 
State for Ralph Sampson and Tim Hardaway? 
“Uh-uh,” says West. 

Yet he didn’t deny the club's earlier interest in 
free agent Wayne Cooper, who signed with Port- 
land, or the Clippers’ Benoit Benjamin. The 
Lakers several times tried to initiate talks with 
Benjamin, a restricted free agent, but ended 


PRE 


TURKEY 


PACIFIC 


. L.A. Lakers 
. Phoenix 
. Golden State 
. Portland 
. Seattle 
. L.A. Clippers 
. Sacramento 
Scale of 1-15 


their pursuit when the 24-year-old 
center displayed little interest. 
“So,” says West, “we just have to 
move in another direction.” 
Regardless, the dominating Lak- 
ers, as we know them, may not 
EW remain the same for long. As the 
song says, the times, indeed, they are a-changin’. 


PHOENIX SUNS 


They burst onto the scene last season with catlike 
quickness. And just who were these guys? Tom 
Chambers an All-Star? Kevin Johnson a match for 
fellow minipoint 
guard extraordi- 
naire John Stock- 
ton? And what in 
the Cotton-pickin’ 
world was Lowell 
Fitzsimmons doing 
with a good team 
after all those 


clunkers? 
Yep. The Suns 
were back, and 


bolder and brasher 
than ever. But that 
KJ-to-Chambers 
fastbreak no longer 
will surprise, Mark 
West and Jeff Horn- 
acek can shed their 
“underrated” la- 
bels, and Cotton 
was right: Dan Ma- 
jerle belonged on 
that All-Rookie 
team no matter how 
many games he 
missed. 

So what does a 
team that won a 
franchise-record 55 
games and became 
the surprise entry 
in the conference fi- 
nals do for an en- 
core? “I told our 
guys to remember 
that a team that 
does well tends to 
think it will do well 


Each team in the division is rated in eight categories. The first 
four categories, which deal directly with team performance, are 
weighted to give them greater influence on the final rating. 
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the next year,” says Fitzsimmons, 
the 1988-89 coach of the year. “We 
want to do our best to avoid what 


happened to Dallas, Portland, and Utah. Those! 


were the teams people thought would be chal- 
lenging the Lakers this past year, not the Phoenix 
Suns. But when the smoke cleared, none of those 
teams were involved.” 

With that in mind, Fitzsimmons and team 
president Jerry Colangelo initiated a major per- 
sonnel change when they sacrificed forward Ty- 
rone Corbin to the expansion Minnesota Timber- 
wolves in order to retain promising second-year 
forward Tim Perry and draft 6'5” rookie Kenny 
Battle. This, despite the fact the savvy, defense- 
oriented Corbin proved a near-perfect comple- 
ment to the high-scoring Chambers. The hope is 
that Perry, who is an excellent shot-blocker, will 
develop a much-needed work ethic and not con- 
tribute too heavily to the “bad hands” syndrome 
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that already plagues Armon Gilliam 
and West. 

But the Suns still seek a power 
game—a weakness fully exposed by the Lakers 
last season in the conference finals. “I'd like us to 
have more of an inside game and still be able to 
run,” says Fitzsimmons. “That’s what the Lakers 
do. All their big guys can run, jump, and catch. 
And I want guys who can deliver.” 

Yet the real intrigue of the 89-90 Suns involves 
their psyche more than their skills. Can they 
sustain what they began in ’88-89? Can they 
secure their status among the league's elite with 
another fine season, or will they take their high- 
powered offense and drift off into the Sun-set? To 
be blunt: Are they for real? 

“Teams respect us now,” swingman Eddie 
Johnson says. “Every time the Suns take the 
court, it will be like a playoff game.” 

In the midst of such battles the Suns will reveal 


whether they truly possess that intangible—that 
combination of grit, heart, and guile—that dis- 
tinguishes the special teams from the rest. 

Stay tuned. 


GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS 


They owe Ralph. In a weird, twisted way, the 
Warriors owe Ralph Sampson for their midseason 
revelation, and subsequently, their surprisingly 
splendid 1988-89 season. 

The situation was this: The 7’4” Sampson, his 
knees almost too sore to stand on, was forced to 
undergo arthroscopic surgery, leaving his team 
with only one center, 7'7” Manute Bol, and coach 
Don Nelson with one very tall problem. Not 
enough tall people. 

Nelson, among the league's most innovative 
tacticians, had a team of 66" shooters, runners, 
and passers. But he had but one rebounder—6’8” 
Larry Smith—no outstanding defender, and no 
legitimate low-post player. 

So he stole. He cheated. He wrote down 
everything he ever learned from Denver coach 
Doug Moe, who for years had befuddled oppo- 
nents with his passing game and motion offense. 
Moe had proved that, sometimes at least, smaller 
and quicker can be better. 

But will it work for the Warriors? After 
watching his team struggle against the equally 
quick yet much taller Phoenix Suns in the confer- 
ence semifinals, Nelson quickly proclaimed a 
need for an inside game. And the injury-prone 
Sampson appeared bound for the Lakers or the 
Pistons—anywhere but Oakland. 

Yet the Warriors’ offseason developments con- 
sisted of acquiring rookie guards Tim Hardaway 
and Lithuanian star Sarunas Marciulionis and re- 
signing Chris Mullin. And one more thing: Ralph 
stayed. But the Warriors did little to dissuade 
Smith from signing with the Houston Rockets. 

It was Smith’s departure that was particularly 
curious, given the Warriors’ lack of depth at 
power forward. The veteran collected 652 re- 
bounds last season, 169 more than Mullin, his 
closest challenger. Smith’s place on the boards 
will be taken by veteran center Alton Lister, 
obtained from Seattle for a first-round draft pick. 

Earlier, the Warriors stunned the league when 
they announced the signing of Marciulionis, the 
65" Olympic star who many thought was headed 
to the Atlanta Hawks. “I'm definitely going to 
continue with the running and motion game,” 
says Nelson. “And with the players we got, we'll 
be better. We drafted a kid [Hardaway] who's 
forte is the open court. Sarunas can run. Mitch 
[Richmond] can run. Winnie [Garland] and Terry 
[Teagle] can run.” 

Was there another deal to be finalized? Nelson 
laughs. “Like I said, we need to get bigger.” 


PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS 


After a season of being bumped, banged, and 
shoved around with no Maurice Lucas to retali- 
ate, members of management looked to the big, 
bad East. They looked to Buck. “That’s the best 
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It has a slimmer shaving cartridge 
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It’s the only razor that gives you a 
choice of pivot or fixed-head shaving for 
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System. At last, shaving has come out of 
the dark ages. 
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move this franchise has made in a 
long time,” said center Kevin Duck- 
worth. 

And that was just the beginning. Besides 
trading oft-injured center Sam Bowie and a first- 
round draft choice to the New Jersey Nets for 
Buck Williams, one of the league's premier re- 
bounders, the Blazers signed veteran center 
Wayne Cooper, drafted 6'6” guard Byron Irvin 
out of Missouri, and continued to pursue Yugoslav 
guard Drazen Petrovic. 

The Blazers also opted not to re-sign Caldwell 
Jones, and left Steve Johnson unprotected on the 
expansion list, allowing him to end up in Minne- 
sota. But the new additions, particularly the 
powerful, classy Williams, will more than 
compensate. 

Although his rebounding “dipped” to 9.4 per 
game, the muscular 6’8” veteran still ranked 13th 
by season's end. He also shot a very respectable 
53% and played his typically solid defense. His 
presence in Portland will ease the rebounding 
burden on small forward Jerome Kersey and 
Duckworth, whose production tapered off (6.2 
rebounds) as his weight increased. 

In the recent past, the Blazers’ fate too often 
was linked to the multitalented Clyde Drexler. 
When Clyde scored 40, the Blazers had a chance; 
when Clyde struggled—which he tends to do 
when he relies too heavily on his outside shot— 
the Blazers floundered. 

Collectively, outside shooting (47% last year) 
remains the team’s most obvious deficiency. 

“But with Buck banging the boards and kicking 
the ball out, they should be able to run even 
better, which takes pressure off nailing the 
outside shot,” says Clippers coach Don Casey. 
“You look at that starting five, and you have to say 
they've helped themselves a lot. They're going to 
be tough. They're always tough in Portland. But 
with Buck they're tougher, period.” 


SEATTLE SUPERSONICS 


Once he regained his own health, and later 
overcame the ill effects of that playoff thrashing 
by the Lakers, coach Bernie Bickerstaff sought to 
diagnose what ails his talented, yet not-quite- 
right team. He slipped his players under the 
microscope. He watched tapes. He studied stats, 
talked with other knowledgeable basketball 
types, and considered all possibilities. 

And then he looked at L.A. again, and he knew. 

“Basketball players,” Bickerstaff says. “We 
needed to add people who really know how to play 
basketball. That's where the game has gone. The 
era of specialization is just about over. Our desire 
was to get people who can shoot, pass, and handle 
the ball to go along with our nucleus.” 

The aggressive, swaggering essence of the 
Sonics remains intact with the trio of multi- 
talented forwards Derrick McKey and Xavier 
McDaniel and guard Dale Ellis, one of the best 
pure shooters in the league. The 6/10" McKey, 
though a mere 21 years old, is the prototype late- 
’80s forward. He can shoot with range, handle the 
ball like a guard, defend, rebound, run the floor, 
and deliver crisp, picture-perfect passes. 

The question is consistency. McKey will be 
expected to perform to his abilities for all 82 
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games, as will McDaniel, the 6'7" 
combination forward who can 
shoot, rebound, and defend. “As 
long as X stays healthy he’s going to remain a 
starter,” says Bickerstaff, who scrapped the idea 
of using McDaniel as a sixth man late last season. 

This is some of what Bickerstaff, ina sort of “If 
you can't beat ‘em, learn from ’em” approach, 
gleaned from his studies: 

A team probably can’t wina title witha starting 
point guard (Nate McMillan) who shoots 41%— 
unless the back-up can pass, handle, and shoot. 
So welcome to the Sonics, rookie Dana Barros. 

Further, a team with one-dimensional starting 
centers or power forwards simply is not going to 
topple the Lakers. So welcome another rookie, 
talented, though potentially troublesome, 610” 
Shawn Kemp. “Where we picked [17th], we 
thought, ‘Why not?’” says Bickerstaff. “He’s had 
problems, but he’s a very talented basketball 
player. And Barros is a guy who can play with the 
ball, but also has a scoring mentality. No doubt 
he’s one of the top shooters in the draft.” 

The addition of the two rookies gives the 
Sonics one of the deepest benches in the league. If 
necessary—and barring a trade—Bickerstaff 
can send in rebounders Michael Cage and Olden 
Polynice, turn to scrappy Sedale Threatt when 
the offense stagnates, or go with a variety of 
small lineup combinations. And the first-round 
draft choice from Golden State for Alton Lister 
can only help next year. 

If this minitransformation is successful, Bick- 
erstaff envisions a team that continues to muscle, 
bang, and defend aggressively, but displays a 
versatility and all-around excellence—much like 
the Lakers. “They're still the team in our divi- 
sion,” he said. “They know how to get it done.” 

The Sonics, he hopes, have learned their les- 
sons well. 


LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS 


Only in Hollywood, where sequels are in, coulda 
basketball team continue such a reign of error. 
High draft choices, a chance to slice away a piece 
of the Lakers’ turf, a lucrative TV package—yet 
Donald T. Sterling's team still can’t get it right. 
Play it again and again and again, but they’re the 
same old Clips. 

Take the 1989 draft, for instance. The entire 
league, aware of the team’s desperate need for a 
shooting guard, watched in bemusement as the 
Clippers came away with a talented young for- 
ward, Danny Ferry, who had no desire to play in 
L.A. That being the case, and given the club’s 
need for help in the backcourt, the smart money 
was on a quick follow-up trade. 

Instead, upon learning no trade was imminent, 
Ferry signed a one-year contract to play in Italy, 
essentially providing the Clippers yet another 
opportunity to distinguish themselves froma real 
NBA franchise. 

Unless the Clippers obtain a proven perimeter 
shooter and some veteran leadership, the tal- 
ented front line of Ken Norman, Charles Smith, 
Benoit Benjamin, and Danny Manning—upon his 
return in December—will not be exploited to its 
considerable potential. “If we just had one guy 
who could knock down the outside shot,” point 


shot,” point guard Gary Grant observed, glumly, 
“imagine how tough we could be.” 

Veteran Reggie Williams, the fourth player 
taken in the 1987 draft, was supposed to be that 
guy. But the former Georgetown standout shot 
36% as a rookie, 43% last season, and has not yet 
proven to be an NBA-caliber shooter. He also 
labored defensively—his late reactions resulted 
in continual foul trouble—and was hampered 
much of the season by nagging injuries. 

“We haven't given up on Reggie,” insisted coach 
Don Casey. “We still believe he has the talent to 
be a solid contributor. And, let’s face it, we 
obviously need him to shoot well from outside.” 

Obviously? Desperately. 


SACRAMENTO KINGS 


Like the politicians who earn their living in this 
capital city, the Kings play by their own set of 
rules. No shot is too long, no score too high, no 
opponent too fearsome to fall prey to a barrage of 
three-pointers. 

“We can shoot the ball,” says coach Jerry 
Reynolds, chuckling. “No question about that. 
We're the best three-point team in the league. But 
we haven't been a good inside team or defensive 
team, and that’s what we have to improve upon.” 
And that’s where Pervis Ellison comes in. The No. 
1 draft choice will be asked to assume one role he 
enjoys—a defensive stopper—and one he ac- 
cepts somewhat reluctantly—playing center. 

Does he anticipate any problems rising to the 
challenge of Karl Malone? Patrick Ewing? Akeem 
Olajuwon? “Unless I’m crazy,” Ellison said, laugh- 
ing, “I'll be ready.” 

Still, the presence of Ellison, the 6'10” Jim 
Petersen, and 6’8" Wayman Tisdale is hardly 
imposing in terms of sheer size and power. 
Skillful, yes. Imposing, no. The plan thus is to 
turn the game into a 94-foot up-tempo battle of 
quickness, trapping defenses, shot-blocking 
(that’s Pervis), and outside shooting. 

The gunners are starting guards Danny Ainge 
and Kenny Smith and reserves Harold Pres- 
sley and Vinny Del Negro. But the key here is 
Ainge. Out from under Bird’s wing since the 
midseason trade, the combative veteran led the 
Kings with 20.3 points per game, 58 of 150 three- 
point attempts (116 of 305 total), and surprised 
team officials with his superior all-around 
skills. 

Perhaps most important, Ainge quickly as- 
sumed the leadership role, as evidenced by his 
reaction when Kenny Smith missed a team flight 
shortly after the Celtics-Kings swap. As soon as 
the plane landed, Ainge, clearly annoyed, called a 
team meeting to set the record straight. Not 
again, he warned. Not while he’s around. 

Ainge's guidance and savvy again will be 
needed on a very young, though increasingly 
talented team. But if veterans Petersen and 
Rodney McCray can regain their health—a prob- 
lem all last season—the Kings’ late-season flurry 
could carry over into the 1989-90 season. 
“Staying healthy is critical,” said Reynolds. 
“We're just not big enough to lose any of our big 
people. We're just a bunch of 6'5", 6'7” guys who 
can run, jump, and shoot. Now if we play some 
defense, it could be interesting.” a 
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Chris Jackson, LSU sophomore scorer supreme, 
again 1s the focus of interest in Baton Rouge. 
But this year it’ all the other cats 

on the court who make the Tigers No. 1 


By BRAD BUCHHOLZ 
1. LSU 


DALE BROWN NEEDED A SUMMER VA- 
cation from basketball. So the LSU coach 
dragged himself away from the 
gym, tossed aside his wrist- 
watch, and jetted across the 
globe to the Greek island of 
Crete. Looking for solitude, 
Brown and his wife found a ¢ 
cottage and spent three weeks in 4 
the friendly ocean village of NG 
Elounda on the northeastern tip 

of the island. 

Surely no one would know about basket- 
ball along the Gulf of Merabello—the birth- 
place of Zeus, the home of the Minotaur, the 
cradle of Greek civilization. Freak defense, 
you say? Isn’t that how they kept Xerxes 
from overrunning the Parthenon? 

“Then one day we went to the town of 
Agios Nicholaos, where I happened to run 
into a newsstand,” says Brown. “I spotted a 
full-color sports magazine in Greek, and it 
looked so striking I decided to buy a copy for 
a Greek friend of mine. And as I stepped up 
to pay for it, the magazine popped open to a 
two-page spread on LSU basketball. I almost 
had a heart attack.” 

Obviously, word of Brown's gifted LSU 


Jackson’s markmanship 
made NCAA hoops history. 
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team has traveled fast, as the coach himself 
discovered. After a minor commotion at the 
newsstand, Brown spent the night talking 
about LSU with a group of Cretan hoop 
junkies at a neighborhood taverna—debat- 
ing the merits of the diamond-and-one and 
triangle-and-two in the land of Pythagoras. 

They like this team in Greece. 
Dale Brown likes it too. “I don’t 
mean to sound like Muhammad 
Ali, or Joe Namath, or brag- 
gadocious in any way,” he says, 
“but we want to win a [national] 
A championship.” 

Brown says there are a half- 
dozen good reasons for INSIDE 
Sports to pick LSU as its 

1989-90 preseason national champion— 
including Dr. Norman Vincent Peale’s 10- 
year-old prediction that such an occurrence 
is inevitable. And that’s fine. But we like the 
Tigers for less cosmological reasons: LSU’s 
roster is loaded with talent—the best talent 
Brown has ever had in Baton Rouge. 

After slugging it out against triple cover- 
age most of last year, All-America point 
guard Chris Jackson will be united at last 
with 7’1” freshman sensation Shaquille 
O’Neal from San Antonio and the much- 
publicized 1988-89 Proposition 48 all-stars 
—7-foot Stanley Roberts, 6’1” Maurice 
Williamson, and 6’9” Harold Boudreaux. 
O’Neal, Roberts, and Boudreaux, as well as 
Jackson, were All-Americans in high school. 
No other team in college basketball has 
improved itself so dramatically. 
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This massive influx of all-star 
talent affects LSU's persona tre- 
mendously. With two 7-foot posts 
starting in Brown's double-stack offense 
and a fleet of diverse wings on the perime- 
ter, the Tigers are taller, deeper, faster, and 
more intimidating on the floor. And as LSU’s 
on-court personality evolves, so, too, 
should that of Jackson. 

Suddenly, the top freshman scorer in 
NCAA history faces the challenge of becom- 
ing the top sophomore playmaker. He may 
shoot less, but Jackson will be more dan- 
gerous than ever. 

“Chris did a lot of what he did last year” — 
i.e., score like crazy—“out of necessity,” 
says Georgia Tech coach Bobby Cremins. 
“Truthfully, he had to do what he did in 
order for LSU to win. [Ricky] Blanton was 
an established player, but [the Tigers] were 
hurting in other spots.” 

Flash back to spring 1989 for a snapshot of 
the old Chris Jackson, shooter: 

Here he comes now, taking a pass above 
the three-point line and swinging to his left 
against UNLV at Maravich Assembly Cen- 
ter. Three corners of UNLV’s diamond zone, 
designed specifically for Jackson, roll left 
with him. And so does a fourth player, 
Anderson Hunt, who guards him man-for- 
man. Suddenly Jackson pulls up and fires 


Brown began recruiting 
Jackson five years ago. 


what should be a 15-foot jump- 
er—except Hunt reaches in 
and knocks it down. 

Reacting instantly, Jackson catches his 
own blocked shot on the fly and explodes 
toward the hoop in one fluid motion. UNLV’s 
defense collapses inward, but Jackson's first 
step is too fast. He strides past Hunt, 
dribbles between David Butler and George 
Ackles, taking a hard bump from Butler as 
he blows past. Jackson plants hard for his 
layup, only to step on Ackles’ shoe and 
wrench his perpetually tender left ankle. 

Off-balance, Jackson flies toward the hoop 
feet-forward, like a child who has just 
slipped off a skateboard. Sensing Stacey 
Augmon slipping over from the weak side for 
a block, Jackson manages to spin his back to 
Augmon in mid-air to protect his shot, leans 
backward, and banks the ball high on the 
glass just above Augmon’s outstretched arm. 
At the free-throw line, UNLV point guard 
Greg Anthony shakes his head in wonder as 
the basketball falls in. 

“T thought I played as well as you could 
play against him defensively,” says Anthony. 
“I mean, a great scorer is always going to 
score. I guess it’s like holding Michael 
Jordan to 35 or something. ‘Sure, he scores 
35. But at least he didn’t get 60.’” 

Inall, Jackson scored 30 points or more 16 
times last year. In two games against 
Florida, he averaged 50.5. His 55 points 
against Mississippi is the highest total by a 
freshman in NCAA Division I 
history. Jackson’s ability to 
use his dribble to set himself 
up with an open jump shot sets 
him apart from all other guards 
in the country. A lot of guards 
can hit an open jumper; Jackson 
dribbles to the open spot at 
will. 

“Chris could have averaged 40 
points-plus last year,” Brown 
says of Jackson, who had five 
games with more than 40 last 
season. “It amazed me that he 
didn’t burn out, with people 
hanging on him all year long. 
He’s the quickest person I’ve 
ever seen with a basketball. 
And, like most artists, he has 
the phenomenal ability to dis- 
miss distraction and concen- 
trate.” 

Unlike most scoring artists, 
however, Jackson has to be prod- 
ded to shoot. Throughout the 
season, Brown had to call 
timeouts for the sole purpose of 
encouraging his star freshman 
to put up the ball. And even 
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Want to locate Jackson? 
Just follow the crowd. 


when he heats up, Jackson is the epitome of 
low-key cool: no dances, no finger-pointing, 
no words. Just points. 

All of this bodes well for the new Chris 
Jackson, playmaker. Although Jackson aver- 
aged four assists per game last season, 
statistics tend to understate his effective- 
ness as a passer. His blind passes out of zone 
traps or triple coverage often set up key 
baskets, yet many times the player who 
took Jackson's pass quickly dished off to the 
open man and picked up the assist. 

“Chris’ unselfishness is what makes him 
so adaptable,” says Brown, who began 
recruiting Jackson five years ago. “I think 
Chris would be very content to average 10 
points a game as long as we continue to 
strive to do what we want—and that’s to 
win a national championship and do it the 
right way.” 

In the modern history of NCAA Division I 
basketball, only one guard has ever led the 
nation in scoring and led his team to the 
Final Four in the same season: Oscar Rob- 
ertson. Like we said, though, Jackson won't 
be alone. “You win lots of games with 
guards,” says UCLA’s Jim Harrick, repeat- 
ing the popular basketball axiom. “But you 
win championships up front.” 

If so, LSU looks good. Jackson has plenty 
of help. Easily the two top inside players 
ever recruited at LSU, O’Neal and Roberts 
complement each other superbly. O’Neal, 
often compared to David Robinson, runs the 
floor with enthusiasm, shows quick inside 
moves, and plays exceptional defense; Rob- 
erts, a stronger offensive force with a soft 
turnaround jumper, was considered the No. 
2 high school center behind Georgetown’s 
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Alonzo Mourning two years ago. 

“Chris has mentioned to us 
that he’s fired up about the op- 
portunity to throw alley-oops and get people 
off him,” says Brown, who started Vern 
Singleton—an off guard—at the low post 
last year. “He'll have far less defense to 
overcome this year. He saw triple-teams 
most of the year; in the final moments against 
Georgetown, they had four guys on him.” 

Even if Jackson adjusts quickly to his role 
as a playmaker, LSU does have several 
obstacles to overcome on their way to No. 1, 
not the least of which include Georgetown, 
Michigan, and UNLV. There’re the ques- 
tions of regional competition (the SEC is 
way, way down), leadership (Tigers spark- 
plug Ricky Blanton has graduated) and most 
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of all, experience. LSU is the only national 
contender without a single senior on its 
roster. Only two juniors—Wayne Sims and 
guard Randy Devall, a JC transfer—figure 
in the Tigers’ eight-man rotation. 

“I empathize with Dale a bit,” says Ari- 
zona coach Lute Olson. “Sometimes when 
you have big-name players, as he has, many 
people forget they’re really inexperienced 
big-name players. They'll be really good. 
But there're some other teams that have a 
better chance of being No. 1.” 

In the meantime, the young Tigers work 
out on their own four times a week, trying to 
smooth the ragged edges of youth. Chris 
Jackson nursed his tender ankle for most of 
the summer, restricting his basketball to 
some casual free-throw shooting in the 
auxiliary gym next door. Everyone knew 
when he was around; all one had to do was 
follow the band of kids watching him shoot. 

Somehow, the kids always know where 
Chris Jackson will be next. Word travels fast 
about this team. 


Returning Starters: 


Chris Jackson 6'1" So. 30.2 ppg, 3.4 rpg, 
130 assists 

Wayne Sims 6'7" Jr. 13.3 ppg, 7.6 rpg 

Vernel Singleton 6'7" So. 10.8 ppg, 7.8rpg 

Top Newcomers: 

Shaquille O’Neal 7'1” Fr. All-American 

Lenear Burns 6’6” Fr. 

Shawn Griggs 6’7" Fr. 

Stanley Roberts 7'0” So. All-American 

Returning Production: 68% of points, 62% of 

rebounds. 


On-Court Approach: Dale Brown has Jackson to 
run his high-powered, up-tempo offense. Defen- 
sively, Brown uses a combination of zone 
defenses. 

Stat Fact: Brown is 23 victories shy of surpassing 
Harry Rabenhorst as the winningest Tigers 
coach. Brown's record is 317-193 after 17 years 
at LSU. 
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Intimidation. It’s not just a word. It’s been a way 
of life for the Hoyas for the past decade, a span 
that saw them win the Big East championship six 
times and make 10 trips to the NCAA Tourna- 
ment. They won a national championship and 
reached the Final Four on three occasions. 

“Defense,” John Thompson says, “is the key to 
our success.” 

Georgetown's defense certainly isn’t defensive. 
It attacks. It destroys. It demoralizes. “We like to 
block shots,” says 6'10" sophomore Alonzo 
Mourning, the commander of this swat team. “A 
blocked shot is a message.” That message has 
been loud and clear to opponents: Take it to the 
basket at your own risk. 

Since 1980 the Hoyas have blocked 1,538 shots, 
by far the most of any team in the country. No 
wonder teams have made less than 40% of their 
field-goal attempts against them. Just getting the 
ball to the basket is a victory of sorts. 

Mourning, who dominated the defensive end of 
the court like no player since Patrick Ewing wore 
a Georgetown uniform, blocked 169 shots to lead 
the country. But at times Mourning wasn’t even 
the most prolific shot-blocker on the team. 

The 7'2" Dikembe Mutombo rejected 75 shots, 
which comes to about one for every five minutes 
he was on the court. He set a school record with 
12 against St. John’s, when the Hoyas established 
a team record of 16. Thanks to Mourning and 
Mutombo, Georgetown set an NCAA mark with 
309 blocks, easily surpassing Navy's 233 in 1985. 

However, the Hoyas are short on experienced 
big men with the loss of John Turner, a bullish 
forward who left school. Sam Jefferson, a 6'9” 
senior who has never quite fulfilled expectations, 
will be given an opportunity, as will 6’7” sopho- 
more Milton Bell, a blue-chip recruit who got lost 
in the shuffle a year ago as a freshman. Also 
expected to contribute is prize recruit Michael 
Tate. 

The most damaging loss was Charles Smith, 
the mighty mite point guard who had the knack of 
coming up big whenever the Hoyas needed a big 
play. Thompson, though, says his Hoyas won't be 
caught off-guard, despite not having a proven 
scorer in the backcourt. “It’s not like graduation 
was a surprise,” he says. “Every four years we 
have a new group, and it’s part of our plans.” 

Thompson's plans are to jam the ball inside 
whenever possible and rely on the perimeter 
shooting of Dwayne Bryant and Mark Tillmon to 
keep defenses from collapsing. If the guards get 
the job done, there should be no blocking George- 
town’s path to the Final Four. 

Returning Starters: 
Alonzo Mourning 6/10" So. 13.2 ppg, 7.3 
rpg, 169 blocked 


shots 
Dwayne Bryant 6'2" Sr. 7.2 ppg, 115 
assists 
Top Newcomers: 
Michael Tate 66" Fr. All-American 
David Edwards 5'10” Fr. 


Antoine Stoudamire 6'3" Fr. 
Returning Production: 54% of points, 68% of 
rebounds. 
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Mourning becomes electric when 
he gets the ball in the paint. 


On-Court Approach: High-pressure defense cre- 
ates poor shot selection for opponents. Offen- 
sively, Mourning will lead a half-court set. 

Stat Fact: Georgetown set or tied attendance 
records in six of the nine states where they 
played, including the largest regular-season 
crowd in Louisiana history —66,144 at the Super- 
dome for the LSU game. —PHIL AXELROD 


3. SYRACUSE 


When you think of the Orangemen of the ’80s, 
visions of Pearl Washington's spin dribbles and 
behind-the-back passes and Sherman Douglas’ 
alley-oops and needle-threaders flash through 
your mind. Syracuse has been blessed with two of 
college basketball's flashiest point guards, a pair 
of devilish playmakers who kicked the fastbreak 
into overdrive. 

But that tradition will come to an abrupt halt 
this season. There isn’t a point guard to be found. 
The only legitimate candidate for the job is 
freshman Michael Edwards, but Jim Boeheim 
says, “It’s alittle too early for him.” 

Boeheim adds that it’s pointless to fret over the 
dilemma. “We just won't have traditional point- 
guard play,” he says. “We'll have more movement 
with more people handling the ball. Defensively it 
won't be a major problem. We just won't have a 
creative passer.” 

What Syracuse will have is a 6’8" point forward 
in Billy Owens, the silky sophomore whose 
talents were submerged on last year’s team. 
Content to play a secondary role at forward as a 
freshman, Owens will be asked to move to the 
backcourt and become more visible and more 
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assertive. “He'll be a guard,” Boe- 
heim says of Owens. “He'll handle 
the ball the most of anybody in our 
half-court offense.” 

Teaming with Owens will be an- 
other transplanted forward, Steve 
Thompson, whose 64% shooting 
from the floor can be traced mainly 
to his many dunks on lobs from 
Douglas. “Thompson's scoring will 
diminish,” Boeheim says, “but his 
other skills will show more. We're 
going to have a big team.” 

Syracuse received two unex- 
pected big boosts since last season: 
Derrick Coleman decided to return 
for his senior year rather than turn 
pro, and LeRon Ellis transferred 
from Kentucky and will be eligible 
right away because the Wildcats are 
on NCAA probation. The 69" Cole- 
man, the nation’s fourth-best shot- 
blocker and sixth-best rebounder, 
will switch to his natural forward 
position with the 6'10” Ellis taking 
over at center. “It was up in the air 
whether he would or would not come 
back,” Boeheim says. “Having Cole- 
man around for another year is a big 
plus.” 

Boeheim was asked why he thinks 
Coleman chose to return. “I think he wanted to 
prove something,” he says. Prove what? “That 
he’s the best in the country.” Can Coleman be that 
good? “I hope so,” Boeheim says. “I think so.” 

Coleman and Ellis, a 610” junior who averaged 
16 points and 5.5 rebounds a year ago, give the 
Orangemen a formidable front line. “They have a 
legitimate shot at the Final Four,” Ellis said when 
he announced his plans to attend Syracuse. “If I 
come in and play hard, I can help them out.” 

With Ellis and Coleman taking care of the 
inside stuffs and 6'5” swingman David Johnson 
roaming the baseline, the Orangemen are well- 
fortified inside. The perimeter shooting, though, 
is suspect because Matt Roe left school and took 
his three-pointers with him. 

“We don’t have a three-point shooter,” Boeheim 
says, “but we have enough guys who can shoot.” 

Now all the Orangemen need is someone to 
point them in the right direction. 

Returning Starters: 
Derrick Coleman 6’9” Sr. 16.9 ppg, 11.4 
rpg, 127 blocked 


shots 

Billy Owens 6'9" Sr. 13 ppg, 6.9 rpg, 
119 assists 

Steven Thompson 6'4' Sr. 18 ppg, 5rpg, 74 
steals 

Top Newcomers: 

LeRon Ellis 610" Jr. 16 ppg, 5.5 rpg; 
transfer from 
Kentucky 

Conrad McRae 610" Fr. 


Michael Edwards 5'11" Fr. 

Returning Production: 62% of points, 79% of 
rebounds. 

On-Court Approach: Traditionally one of the best 
transition teams in the country, but Douglas won't 
be around to run the show. Defensively, Coleman 


and Ellis are dominating twin towers who chal- 
lenge every shot. 

Stat Fact: The Orangemen were 18-4 against 
opponents who reached the NCAA Tournament— 
the highest winning percentage (.818) in the 
nation. —PA. 


4, UNLV 


Imagine the ugliest sight in college basketball. 
No, no. Not Lou Henson's hair. Not Avie Lester's 
jump shot. Not even 30 minutes of commercial- 
free analysis by Dick Vitale. 

Instead, imagine a UNLV Runnin’ Rebel stand- 
ing in solitude at the foul line, ball and body 
bouncing in rhythm as he sets for a free-throw 
attempt. He dribbles once, twice, three times, 
and loads up his shot. Cries of agony fill the 
gymnasium as he releases the ball... . 

“Treacherous . . . horrible . . . disappointing,” 
says point guard and team leader Greg Anthony, 
reviewing UNLV's free-throw expertise last sea- 
son. “It was a mental lapse, a total loss of 
concentration by all of us.” 

When it comes to free throws, no one quite 
compares to Jerry Tarkanian’s marvelous Runnin’ 
Rebels—who, despite enormous talent, are com- 
ing off one of the most frustrating seasons in the 
country from the foul line. For the record, UNLV 
hit 63.3% from the line, the worst total in the 
West last year. 

How bad was it? So bad that Billy Packer took it 
upon himself to give UNLV an impromptu shoot- 
ing lesson before a national TV game at LSU. So 
bad that the Las Vegas newspapers charted 
UNLV’s foul-shot problems against those of the 
Wicked Whiff of the East, Syracuse (61.2%). So 
bad that Tarkanian brought in an endless parade 
of free-throw coaches. So bad that two players 
visited a hypnotist. 

“Sometimes in practice, we just didn’t pay it 
any mind,” says Anthony, whose 69.9% free- 
throw average was best among starters. “We 
really didn’t concentrate. We figured, ‘What's one 
point here or there if we miss a free throw?’ 

“When you're a young team, as we were, you 
don’t realize how important it is to master the 
smaller facets of the game: free throws, rebound- 
ing, defending the ball. But as you get older and 
start losing games because of small things, you 
realize this is something that justifies your atten- 
tion.” UNLV lost five games by a total of seven 
points last season, and as Anthony puts it, “We 
shot horribly at the line in every game.” 

Normally this free-throw nonsense wouldn't 
matter, except this Achilles’ heel is the only 
apparent factor blocking UNLV's path to the Final 
Four. The Rebels, you see, are bursting with 
talent. 

All five UNLV starters return from last year’s 
27-8 team—Anthony and Anderson Hunt at 
guard, David Butler at the post, Scurry and 
Stacey Augmon at forward—and the bench is 
loaded. After a slow start, the young starters 
clicked at season's end and won 16 of their last 18 
games. Tarkanian knows he has a winner. 

As if that’s not enough, UNLV also brings in the 
most heralded junior college player in the nation: 
6'7" Larry Johnson, power forward par excel- 
lence, who averaged 28.2 points and 16.2 re- 
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bounds at Odessa Junior College 
last year. With Johnson, UNLV 
looks so dominant Tarkanian may 
actually redshirt one of last year’s starting five. 
Talk about problems. 

“There's one more thing to know about Larry 
Johnson,” says North Carolina’s Dean Smith. “He 
hits his free throws.” 

So he does. Johnson has shot 75.2% and 80.3% 
from the line in consecutive seasons. Who knows? 
Maybe it’s infectious. Or maybe the older, wiser 
Rebels have grasped the big picture. 

Anthony thinks so. But he spent a lot of time in 
the gym this summer, just in case. 

Returning Starters: 


Stacey Augmon 6'7” Jr. 15.3 ppg, 7.4 rpg 


David Butler 6'10" Sr. 15.4 ppg, 6.5 rpg 

Greg Anthony 6/1" Jr. 12.9ppg, 6.6 apg 

Anderson Hunt 6'1” So. 12.0 ppg, 3.6 
apg, 79 three- 
pointers 

Moses Scurry 6'7" Sr. 7.6 ppg, 5.7 rpg 

Top Newcomers: 

LarryJohnson 6/7" So. JC transfer 


Returning Production: 93% of points, 96% of 
rebounds. 

On-Court Approach: Jerry Tarkanian’s team will 
live up to its Runnin’ Rebels nickname, as usual. 
Tark uses a high-pressure, swarming, pressing 
defense that creates opponents’ turnovers in 
bunches. 

Stat Fact: UNLV has averaged 30 victories over 
the past seven seasons. —BRAD BUCHHOLZ 


5. MICHIGAN 


With his surprising six-game sprint to the NCAA 
title last year, Steve Fisher joined a select and 
fairly star-studded collection of coaches who 
reached the Final Four in their first year in 
command of a college program. Fisher’s quick 
trip to NCAA nirvana put him in a league with 
such coaching notables as Ray Meyer, Denny 
Crum, and Larry Brown, as well as a trio of not- 
so-notables: H. C. (Bully) Gilstrap (Texas, '41), 
Gary Thompson (Wichita State, '65), and Bill 
Hodges (Indiana State, ’79). 

Clearly, there are two directions Fisher's ca- 
reer can go from here—and up isn’t necessarily 
one of them. “There's no way for Steve to go this 
year but downward,” says the venerable Meyer, 
who led his first DePaul club in the NCAA semi- 
finals in 1943, but returned to the Final Four only 
one time more in his 40 subsequent seasons at 
DePaul. 

“Now that he won,” Meyer adds, “they'll expect 
him to win every year. The alumni will expect big 
things, andifhe can't live up to that, he'll be out in 
a matter of years.” 

Says Hodges, “My advice to Steve Fisher is to 
get a long-term contract.” 

“I wasn’t smart enough to quit, like Digger 
Phelps and other people said I should,” says 
Fisher. “I didn’t have another job to go to. But 
repeating will be difficult. You can ask anyone— 
with the exception of John Wooden.” 

“T’'ve been part of the Michigan program for 
seven years, was the assistant coach at Western 
Michigan, and before that I was the head coach in 
high school. In high school you put every bit [as 
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much of a] premium on success; it’s 
just there are fewer people to rec- 
ognize it.” 

According to Meyer, who credits Fisher with 
wonderful work last March, personal expecta- 
tions can be more dangerous than those of others. 
Fisher, he says, would be wise to go easy on 
himself. “He'll put more pressure on himself than 


Rumeal (Ice) Robinson will lead 
Michigan’s defense of its title. 


the fans will put on him,” Meyer says. “He hasn't 
learned anything about this game yet. He has to 
learn how to lose.” 

“Right now I’ve seen nothing but the top,” 
Fisher admits. “I know I’ll have to deal with the 
flip-flop. I’ve been in situations where I’ve lost. 
I’m sure I'll be able to handle it.” 

College coaching isn’t easy, but as Fisher and 
Meyers and Hodges discovered in a hurry, it does 
have its rewards. “It’s a fickle business,” says 
Hodges, “but it’s a lot more fun than anything else 
I’ve ever done.” 

Remember that, Steve. 


Returning Starters: 

Mike Griffin 6'7" Sr. 2.7 ppg, 2.4 rpg, 
103 assists 

Terry Mills 6'10" Sr. 11.6 ppg, 5.9 
rpg, 104 blocked 
shots 

Rumeal Robinson 6'2". Sr. 14.9 ppg, 3.4 
rpg, 233 assists 

Loy Vaught 6'4" Sr. 12.6 ppg, 8 rpg 

Top Newcomers: 

Sam Mitchell 6'9" Fr. 

Michael Tally Gol" YB; 

Tony Talbert 6'4" Fr, 


Returning Production: 60% of points, 73% of 
rebounds. 

On-Court Approach: Michigan posts up well in 
their half-court offense. The Wolverines may 
throw an occasional trapping press at an oppo- 
nent, but they will usually stick with a man-to- 
man defense. 

Stat Fact: In 1989 Michigan became the first 
school to win the NCAA Tournament and the Rose 
Bowl in the same year. —CRAIG DeVRIEZE 


6. ARIZONA 


Despite the best efforts of C.M. Newton, the 
Kentucky Wildcats couldn’t lure coach Lute Olson 
away from the high desert of Arizona to Lexington 
this spring. Instead, Olson brought a bit of 
Kentucky to Tucson—in the form of transfer 
Chris Mills. 

Yes, that Chris Mills. The same Chris Mills 
who beat out All-Americas Sean Higgins and 
Brian Williams as California high school player of 
the year in 1987—when he was only a junior. The 
same Chris Mills whose father allegedly received 
an air express package stuffed with $1,000 in cash 
sent by a Kentucky assistant coach in 1988. And 
the same Chris Mills who led the Wildcats in 
rebounding and won the team MVP Award in 1989 
as a college freshman. 

“We were going to be a very good team anyway 
this year,” says Olson. “But we could be excep- 
tionally good with Chris.” 

Incredibly, Arizona is loaded again despite the 
departure of their starting forwards. Even with- 
out Mills, the Wildcats had expected their inside 
game to improve dramatically due to the addition 
of 6'10" post player Brian Williams. Yes, that 
Brian Williams, the ACC’s freshman of the year in 
1987 at the University of Maryland. 

Mills and Williams have a lot in common. Both 
are sophomores, both were high school All- 
Americans from Los Angeles, and both were 
originally recruited by Olson at Arizona before 
bolting east for a shot in the “glamour” confer- 
ences. Now, together at McKale Center, they’ve 
developed the best coast-to-coast moves in col- 
lege basketball: Fake east, go west. 

Ineligible to play in 1988-89 because of NCAA 
transfer rules, Williams assumed a major role 
anyway—pushing Cook so aggressively in prac- 
tice that the quality of Cook’s rebounding and post 
skills soared last season. But while Williams’ 
Arizona initiation has been fairly routine, Mills’ 
arrival has been the stuff of drama. 

As part of Kentucky's probation, the NCAA 
banned Mills from playing at KU, but allowed him 
the option to transfer and resume his eligibility at 
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another school. (A provision that 
Mills sit out a season was waived in 
August). Concerned for his pro- 
gram’s Mr. Clean image, Olson says he called the 
NCAA about Mills’ role in the cash-by-mail scan- 
dal before inviting him to campus. 

“I know some people will be skeptical, but 
based on the information we were given by the 
NCAA enforcement people, Chris was not in- 
volved,” says Olson, addressing the integrity 
issue. “We received very strong assurances. I feel 
very comfortable with Chris. And after all, it’s 
Chris we're dealing with, [not Kentucky].” 

“T think he'll fit in well here. Our program will 
be a good thing for him, in terms of people getting 
to see Chris for what he really is. And I don’t think 
he was given that opportunity at Kentucky.” 

Mills had opportunity at Kentucky, all right— 
opportunity to take abuse from hecklers at every 
road stop in the Southeastern Conference. Yet 
Mills did the job on the floor, averaging 14.3 
points per game, shooting 48% from the field, and 
becoming only the third freshman in Kentucky 
history to lead his team in rebounds. On perhaps 
the weakest, most inexperienced Kentucky team 
in the last two decades, Mills established himself 
as a team leader. At age 17. 

“He made a great impression among the 
players on our team,” says Olson, who recently 
signed a revised five-year contract at Arizona. 
“Many of them played against him in California, 
and their impression was that he'd fit in beau- 
tifully with us.” 

Olsen thinks so too—and he's beginning to 
think Tucson looks more and more beautiful each 


year. 

Returning Starters: 

Jud Buechler 6'6" Sr. 11.0 ppg, 51 
assists 

Matt Muehlebach 62” Sr. 7.6 ppg, 101 
assists 

Top Newcomers: 

Brian Williams 6/10" So. 12.5 ppg, 6.0 rpg, 
transfer from 
Maryland, ACC 
Rookie of Year 
87-88 

Chris Mills 6'7" So. 14.3 ppg, 8.7 rpg, 
transfer from 
Kentucky 

Ed Stokes 6'11" Fr. 

Casey Schmidt 6'5” Fr. 

Returning Production: 46% of points, 56% of 

rebounds. 


On-Court Approach: The Wildcats like to push the 
ball up-court quickly, and Williams runs the break 
well. Defensively, Lute Olsen employs a man-to- 
man set. 

Stat Fact: The Wildcats have suffered only seven 
losses in the last two seasons. —B. B. 


7. ILLINOIS 


Those look-alike, play-alike clones who carried 
the Illinois Fighting Illini to their first Final Four 
berth in 27 years last March had more in common 
than flat-top haircuts and electrifying quicks. Toa 
man, they were Illinois born and bred. With a 
dash of downstate talent and a heaping spoonful of 
Chicago-bred stars, coach Lou Henson regularly 
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has been dishing up winners at the 
Big Ten school. 

To replace the departed Nick 
Anderson, Kenny Battle, and Lowell Hamilton, 
Henson this year will welcome five more Illinois- 
raised recruits, plus a native Nigerian who did his 
junior-college prep work in the Land of Lincoln. 
According to Illini recruiting coordinator Dick 
Nagy, there's no need to shop elsewhere when 
value is abundant at the corner store. “We're in a 
talent-rich state,” Nagy says. “Most schools 
would like to do the same thing, but they don’t 
have a state like we do.” 

Prior to Henson's arrival, however, the richest 
vein in Illinois’ mother lode of talent was not being 
tapped. For years, Chicago-area preps refused to 
consider the homestate university. That was a 
hangover from the era of Harv Schmidt, when, 
rightly or wrongly, the program was said to have 
trouble recruiting black players. 

Things changed a bit during Gene Bartow’s 
one-year tenure. Bartow lured Audie Matthews, 
the biggest Chicago star in years, to Champaign 
in 1975 before bolting for UCLA. Henson picked 
up where Bartow left off, and has slowly, steadily 
reclaimed the Windy City. “They put a lot of time 
and effort into Chicago,” says Midwest recruiting 
expert Van Coleman. “They had to work hard to 
get to where they are. Now they get their pick 
there.” 

Chicago has paid its biggest dividends in recent 
years, sending the likes of Ken Norman, Ander- 
son, Battle, Hamilton, Kendall Gill, Marcus 
Liberty, and this year Deon Thomas, Illinois’ Mr. 
Basketball, to the state university. 

The Illini recruiting success in Chicago is 
chiefly the work of two black men. Former head 
recruiter Tony Yates mended fences early in 
Henson's stint. Former Henson player Jimmy 
Collins, the ex-Chicago Bull who has loads of 
connections in Chicago, picked up after Yates left 
six years ago to take the head job at Cincinnati. 

To the big-city talent, the Illini have added a 
number of downstate players who have proven 
keys to the Henson mix. Those included Mark 
Smith, Derek Holcomb, and Doug Altenberger— 
all from Peoria—as well as smalltown fellows 
such as Bruce Douglas (Quincy) and current Illini 
stars Stephen Bardo (Carbondale) and Larry 
Smith (Alton). This year's freshmen influx 
matches three Chicagoans with a pair of players 
from such burgs as Bloomington and Carlysle. 

“It's always been a combination,” Coleman says 
of the Illini’s winning formula. “When they’ve had 
great players, it’s beena complementary situation 
between Chicago and downstate talent.” Says 
Nagy: “It's a real good state. That's one reason 
this is a real good job.” 

Returning Starters: 


KendallGill 6'4" Sr. 15.4 ppg, 2.9 rpg, 
3.5 apg 

Steven Bardo 6'6" Sr. 8.1 ppg, 4 rpg, 148 
assists 


Top Newcomers: 


Deon Thomas 6'9” Fr. Ranked inthe top 


10 of prep players 
Andy Kpedi 68" Jr. JC transfer from 

Kankakee CC 
Rodney Jones 6'8”" Jr. JC transfer from 


New Mexico 


INSIDE SPORTS 


The Illini have passed the torch 
to Marcus Liberty in Champaign. 


Returning Production: 44% of points, 51% of 
rebounds. 
On-Court Approach: The Illini runs a controlled 
fastbreak, always looking to push the ball up- 
court. On defense, they match up man-to-man 
almost exclusively. 
Stat Fact: Illinois beat the last three national 
champs in regular-season play: Indiana in 1987, 
Kansas in '88, and Michigan (twice) in '89. 

—C. D. 


It's a question Mike Krzyzewski keeps hearing? Is 
Christian Laettner going to be the next Danny 
Ferry? Coach K ponders, then answers: “That's 
probably not a good question. Ferry was a senior, 
and our system revolved around him. I don’t think 
you can do that with a kid as a sophomore.” 

But Laettner, a fiery, raw-boned, 6'10" sopho- 
more whose stock soared in last year's NCAA 
Tournament, will be asked to do a pretty good 
imitation of Ferry, who helped the Blue Devils 
reach the Final Four three of the past four years. 
Laettner flashed a hint of things to come last 
spring when he outplayed Georgetown's Alonzo 
Mourning in the East Region championship with 
game-highs of 24 points (nine of 10 from the field) 
and nine rebounds. 

Even more impressive than his personal num- 
bers was Laettner’s reaction to having his first 
attempt, a layup, blocked back in his face by 


It’s not whether you win or lose, 
it’s what you drink after the game that counts. 


Mourning. Laettner retrieved the 
ball and put it back up for a basket. 
Moments later, Laettner swatted 
one of Mourning’s efforts. 

“It was important that I didn’t back down,” 
Laettner said. “I had to show I belonged on the 
court. I had to establish myself.” 

“Tt was a big-time move,” says Krzyzewski. “It 
said a lot about Christian Laettner.” 

Laettner’s role will be expanded this season, 
and his modest numbers of a year ago—8.9 points 
and 4.7 rebounds—will be expected to climb 
dramatically. “In his own right, Laettner can be 
one of the best players in our league, but he won't 
be asked to do what Danny Ferry did for us last 
season,” Krzyzewski says. “We're not going to 
provide him with the same opportunities. Last 
year Ferry was the main focus. This will be a 
great development year for Christian. 

“He’s got to learn how to stay in games, some- 
thing he didn’t do because of foul trouble, and he’s 
got to touch the ball a lot. He’s a key man in our 
motion offense. He'll have to function at a higher, 
more consistent level.” 

Krzyzewski says Laettner, senior forward Rob- 
ert Brickey, and freshman playmaker Bobby 
Hurley are the “three keys to this team.” 

“Laettner is the key player inside, Brickey is 
the key player in the intermediate area, and 
Hurley is the key player in terms of leadership,” 
Krzyzewski says. “Without Ferry around, 
Brickey will prove to be an exciting player. He'll 
get more shots.” 

Getting the ball to the 6'5” Brickey, an 11 ppg 
scorer last season, and the other Dookies will be 
the job of Hurley, the slender 6-foot point. Hurley 
and Billy McCaffrey, a fluid 6'5" guard, could give 
the Blue Devils an all-freshman backcourt. 

McCaffrey will be thrust into prime time 
sooner than anticipated because Phil Henderson 
startled the Blue Devils by leaving school prior to 
his senior year. “It’s an experience loss,” 
Krzyzewski says of Henderson's departure. “It 
makes us younger.” 

Krzyzewski's biggest concern this season? 

“Inexperience,” he says without hesitation. 
“We don’t know how the young people are going to 
interact. That’s interesting. We're going to be 
young, but I think we're going to be good. We have 
many more question marks than last year, but 
that doesn’t mean the questions can’t be an- 


swered.” —P A. 

Returning Starters: 

Robert Brickey 6'5” Sr. 11.0 ppg, 5.8 
rpg 

Christian Laettner 6'10” So. 8.9 ppg, 4.7 
rpg, 72% FG 
shooting 

Top Newcomers: 

Bobby Hurley 6'0" Fr. All-American 

Billy McCaffrey 6’4" Fr. All-American 

Thomas Hill 64" Fr. 


Returning Production: 37% of points, 22% of 
rebounds. 

On-Court Approach: Hurley will be expected to 
run the motion offense from day one. Duke plays 
strict man-to-man defense. 

Stat Fact: Duke has reached the Final Four three 
of the last four years, and they have reached the 
Sweet 16 for the past six seasons. 
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9. NORTH CAROLINA 


Even Dean Smith admits North Carolina’s mag- 
nificent streak of the 1980s—the decade of 
Worthy, Perkins, Jordan, Smith, Daugherty, and 
Reid—may have run its course. The coach who 
has led his team to Top 10 finishes for nine 
consecutive years is braced for a falling-off in 
1989-90. 

“T think our run is over,” says Smith, who has 
won more games than any college coach in the 
1980s. “If we had J.R. Reid [who turned pro this 
spring after his junior year], we might have had a 
chance to finish in the Top 10 again. But without 
him, I just don’t know.” 

Smith doesn’t need marquee players; he needs 
experienced players. Seven members of his 15- 
man roster are freshmen. Three more are former 
walk-ons. That leaves Smith with five experi- 
enced scholarship players: Scott Williams, Kevin 
Madden, King Rice, Rick Fox, and Pete Chilcutt. 
However, only one—Rice—is a true guard on 
defense, a situation that creates a most interest- 
ing dilemma. 

For the first time in years, the primary focus of 
Tar Heel basketball isn’t a consensus All-Amer- 
ican or a first-round draft choice. This year, the 
focus of North Carolina basketball is Dean Smith. 
In a sense, Smith is starting from scratch with 
this team, but don’t count him out. He’s made that 
work before; in the 1960s and 1970s, he built a 
reputation on it. 

The coach faces many challenging questions. 
Will junior Rice, once considered the nation’s 
finest high school point guard and a sure-fire 
freshman starter, live up to expectations after 
working as an understudy to Jeff Lebo for two 
years? Is the real Rice the player who shot 43% 
from the field—worst among UNC's top eight— 
last season? Or is he the player who compiled a 
2-to-1 assist-to-turnover ratio and dazzled Michi- 
gan in the NCAA Tournament with a seven-for-11 
shooting performance from the three-point line? 

Can late-blooming senior Madden, long com- 
pared to Michael Jordan, make the switch from 
small forward to off guard that Smith most 
desperately needs? And what of Williams, a 
senior, and the heart and soul of the Tar Heels, 
who must now go it alone at the post? 

How quickly will Smith be able to develop his 
freshmen, knowing he needs three or four to 
contribute immediately as key reserves? And how 
will he preserve his precious defense with so 
many young players on the floor? 

Sensitive to the Tar Heels’ perceived vul- 
nerability, Smith has pushed himself to new limits 
in the last 18 months. He has experimented with 
more zones, altered old substitution patterns, 
and prepared for games against Duke as if they 
were ACC tournament starts. 

When his ace recruiter, Roy Williams, took the 
head job at Kansas 18 months ago, Smith re- 
cruited harder and longer than he has in years— 
even though he lost Jerrod Mustaf to Maryland in 
1988 and Kenny Anderson to Georgia Tech in 
1989. Smith knows this year won't be easy. The 
1989 schedule, made with Reid in mind, features 
21 games against teams that played in the 1989 
NCAA Tournament. 


“I don’t want to sound too dismal about this,” 
says Smith. “We'll have a very good basketball 
team. My only concern is that our schedule may 
prevent our won-lost record from showing it. We 
won't be as deep as I'd like to be through the top 
eight, and we won't be as quick as we'd like to be. 


Scott Williams is the lone pivot 
underneath for the Tar Heels. 


But our veterans will take good shots and play 
good defense.” 

But can they continue their run in the ACC? 
Dean Smith's challenge is on. 
Returning Starters: 


Scott Williams  6’9" Sr. 11.4ppg, 7.3 rpg 
Kevin Madden 6'4" Sr. 14.6 ppg, 4.8 rpg 
Top Newcomers: 

Matt Wentstrom 7'1" Fr. 

Heinrik Rodl 67" ‘Fr. 

Kenny Harris 61" Fr. 

George Lynch 6'8" Fr 


Returning Production: 56% of points, 67% of 
rebounds. 

n-Court Approach: Carolina lost three main 
players, and will try to run an up-tempo offense 
with a new cast. Lynch is considered a terrific 
offensive rebounder, and RodI can fill it up from 
three-point range. 

Stat Fact: Since 1970, Carolina has shot at least 
51% from the floor in every season. —— BBs 


10. INDIANA 


Why does every jump-shooting son of an Indiana 
mother dream of boarding a bus to Bloomington 
and strapping on his sneakers to play ball for Bob 
Knight, the chair-tossing, phone-pounding, jer- 
sey-grabbing dean of Big Ten coaches? 

Here’s a better question: Why do Hoosier moms 
dream that for their sons? 

Maybe it’s because what you've seen isn't 
necessarily what they get. Knight’s Hoosiers this 
season will include seven fresh young men who 
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comprise what many experts con- 
sider the nation’s top crop of 1989 
recruits. That's proof that, for all 
his histrionic explosions, the 18th-year Hoosiers 
head man continues to rank among the nation’s 
best recruiters. Bob Hammell, a close Knight 
companion, thinks he knows why. 

“The image that’s been built up on Bob as a ter- 
rible ogre almost works to his advantage,” Ham- 
mell says. “People can see within a few minutes 
that this guy isn’t what they thought he was.” 

Midwest recruiting expert Van Coleman 
agrees. “Kids and parents know where he comes 
from,” Coleman says. “I’ve heard his in-home 
visits can be one of the most intense experiences 
you'll ever go through.” 

Almost as intense as playing for Knight. And, 
interestingly, that’s another reason so many top- 
notch players sign on. They come looking for the 
discipline they know Knight will deliver. 

A case in point is Lawrence Funderburke, 
perhaps the most talented of the new young guns 
in Knight’s arsenal. He sat out his senior year in 
high school because of disciplinary problems, yet 
is headed to Bloomington to play for the nation’s 
most demanding college coach. 

Although Knight’s hard-line approach has 
driven off an all-star line-up of talent over the 
years—Larry Bird tops the list—Wright says the 
Hoosiers staff is careful to recruit players it 
believes can stand up to the heat. “We're very 
selective in recruiting,” Wright says. “The Indi- 
ana-type of player is the kid who can understand 
what this is all about. They come in different 
colors and sizes. The issue is where is the kid 
coming from mentally.” 

The almost-unfailing success of Knight’s Hoo- 
sier clubs also has been a key to his recruiting 
success, of course. It helps, as well, that Indiana 
prep talent invariably ends up in Bloomington 
(five of this year’s superb seven are hometown 
Hoosiers). And Wright says a 95% Indiana gradu- 
ation rate helps sell parents. 

Chiefly, though, there is The General himself. 
Whatever else he is, Knight also is a consummate 
salesman. 

“He can recruit a lot of kids with just his name 
and his situation,” says Coleman. “And he’s a 
great, great closer. Assistants get you involved 
with talent. The key is: How well does the coach 
close?” 

Returning Starters: 


Eric Anderson 6'9" So. 11.9ppg, 6.1 
rpg, Big 10 
freshman of 
the year 

Lyndon Jones 6'1" Sr. 8.4 ppg, 115 
assists 

Top Newcomers: 

Pat Graham 6'5" Fr. Indiana Mr. 
Basketball 

Greg Graham 6'4" Fr. All-American 

Calbert Chaney 66” Fr. 

Chris Lawson 6/10” Fr. 

Chris Reynolds 6'1" Fr. 

Lawrence 

Funderburke 68” Fr. 

Todd Leary 6/3? Fn 


Returning Production: 30% of points, 45% of 
rebounds. 


NCAA PREVIEW 


On-Court Approach: Bob Knight will 
continue to run a deliberate set-up 
offense, featuring lots of patient 
passing, and plays only man-to-man defense. 

Stat Fact: Since John Wooden's retirement, Knight 
is the only coach to win more than one national 
title. The Hoosiers won in 1976, 1981, and 1987. 


—C. D. 
11. MISSOURI 


The script for the coming Missouri season will be 
hard-pressed to surpass last year’s for bizarre 
twists and turns, but offseason previews proved 
all the elements are in place to make “Missouri: 
The Sequel” at least as intriguing. 

Against all odds, the three leading characters 
all are expected to return. 

@ There's Rich Daly, the assistant who has 
earned the dubious tag of “Dr. Detroit” in some 
recruiting circles. Published implications of Daly 
wrong-doing in Motown helped spur an in-house 
investigation last winter, one on which the NCAA 
was keeping close tabs. Daly ran the Tigers ship 
the last half of last season after head coach Norm 
Stewart was sidelined by colon cancer. 

e And there’s Bob Sundvold, who's back with 
the program after a midseason suspension. The 
suspension resulted from Sundvold’s confession 
to providing a round-trip air ticket to since- 
departed Mizzou freshman P. J. Mays. Last 
spring, with the MU investigation still in pro- 
gress, Sundvold was brought back on board. 

e And there is Stewart, the 23-year coaching 
veteran who waged verbal war with the media 
and opposing fans last season before becoming ill 
enroute toa February showdown at Oklahoma. In 
the ensuing months Stewart underwent colon 
cancer surgery. In April, a still angry Stewart 
closed himself off from the press, announcing 
he’d next talk in October—if then. Outside the 
UM campus, Stewart sightings were few. Ques- 
tions and rumors abounded. In July, UM athletic 
director Dick Tamburo asked Stewart if he 
planned to return. Stewart's answer: “Heck, 
yeah. There's no reason why I shouldn't.” 

Actually, though, there were a few. First, the 
issue of the 54-year-old Stewart's health. “He's 
spry and he’s healthy,” Tamburo insisted. “He lost 
25 pounds while he was ill, but he’s gained it all 
back.” 

Next, that unofficial look into Mizzou recruit- 
ing practices. It dragged on through the summer, 
from Detroit to Cincinnati. Every step of the way, 
NCAA investigators tagged along with members 
of the Chicago law firm hired by the university to 
conduct its in-house inquiry. The firm’s report 
was due in the fall. But an NCAA ruling? No one 
knew when. 

The only summer certainty was that Stewart, 
onreturn, wouldn’t be mucha changed man. Once 
described as a poor man’s Bobby Knight, the dean 
of Big Eight coaches was expected to remain an 
enigma: disarming at times, plain alarming at 
others. Said one scribe who'd endured Stewart's 
wrath: “There's the nice way. And there’s Norm’s 
way.” Says Tamburo: “Norman's always going to 
be acompetitor, a fighter. When he goes to battle, 
you'd better be ready—because he's going to be 
ready.” 


Lee Coward will continue to run 
Mizzou opponents out of the gym. 


Returning Starters: 


Doug Smith 6'10" Jr. 13.9 ppg, 7 rpg 

Lee Coward 6/1" Sr. 12.9 ppg, 4.4 apg 

Top Newcomers: 

Chris Heller 6'10” Fr. Mississippi prep 
player of the year 

Danill Lyton 6'8” Fr. 

Travis Ford 5!'11" Fr. 


Todd Satalowich 6/8” Fr. 
Returning Production: 50% 
rebounds. 

On-Court Approach: Norm Stewart returns with 
no veteran depth. The Tigers will continue to run 
their opponents off the floor. 

Stat Fact: Missouri has averaged 20 victories a 
season for the past 18 years. They have won their 
last 17 home games. —C..D. 


12. GEORGIA TECH 


Walking into the Basketball Hall of Fame in 
Springfield, Mass., the very first exhibit you see 
is Kenny Anderson's basketball jersey. You can’t 
miss it—the powder blue uniform with white 
trim, No. 12, silhouetted by a red velvet back- 
ground inside an airtight display case. 

Imagine. Kenny Anderson is barely 19 years 
old, and his clothes have already become museum 
pieces. His uniform now occupies the same 
special exhibits display case that once held Ka- 
reem Abdul-Jabbar’s goggles, Karl Malone's All- 
Star jersey, and the first basketball that went to 
the moon. 

“Kenny was the most publicized high school 


of points, 49% of 


basketball player I have ever seen,” says Georgia 


Tech coach Bobby Cremins, the man who suc- 
cessfully recruited Anderson. “And it’s been this 
way ever since his freshman year. I’ve never seen 
anything like it.” 

Not since Lew Alcindor’s arrival at UCLA has 
college basketball's anticipation run so high. Even 
before his senior season in high school, Anderson 
was widely regarded as the best backcourt player 
in New York City history. Al McGuire called him 
the premier point guard prospect of the last 
quarter century, the best since Niagara's Calvin 
Murphy. Parade magazine included him on three 
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All-America teams, a feat equaled only by Abdul- 
Jabbar and Patrick Ewing. 

Amid all the hype and expectation, Cremins 
talks about moving the focus away from Ander- 
son this season. Although his flashy freshman 
will certainly start, Cremins neither desires nor 
expects Anderson to make the kind of dy- 
namic impact LSU’s Chris Jackson did last 
year. 

“I'd like Kenny to step back publicity-wise, to 
live a normal life for at least one or two years,” 
Cremins says of Anderson, who averaged 32.2 
points, 7.7 rebounds, 6.4 assists, and 3.6 steals 
per game and shot 57% from three-point range 
last year at New York's Archbishop Molloy High 
School. “The leader of this team will be [senior] 
Brian Oliver, and the big scorer will be [junior] 
Dennis Scott. What we need Kenny to do is lead 
us in assists and ball-handling, things like that. 
But I'd like to keep him on the back burner as 
much as possible his first year. 

“Kenny's a happy-go-lucky kid; he’s got a great 
personality. I just hope he doesn't get caught up in 
the high expectations. We know he's going to have 
his share of bad games, and when he does I hope 
he'll be able to handle it.” 

Even an understated Anderson should help 
Georgia Tech immensely, since his presence 
allows Oliver and Scott to make position changes 
that should enhance their performances. Oliver, 
who played out of his element at the point last 
year, now moves to No. 2.guard. Scott, who at 
6'8" is the ACC’s premier three-point shooter and 
an improving rebounder, moves to his natural No. 
3 spot on the wing. 

For the third year in a row, however, Tech is 
looking for help up front—especially now that 
the Yellow Jackets have retired the jersey of mag- 
nificent forward Tom Hammonds. Cremins 
never found a top-rate post player to com- 
plement Hammonds during his star's prime, but 
he may have signed a 4-5 combination that will 
shine for years: Malcolm Mackey (6'10", 230) 
and Darryl Barnes (6’7", 210) two prep All- 
Americans. 

“It’s the best recruiting class I've ever had,” 
says Cremins, whose reputation is built upon his 
ability to recruit. “And it’s also the most 
important.” 

Cremins concedes this team is a year away 
from championship potential. But the promise of 
its future is as obvious as the bright blue jersey in 
a Springfield display case. 

Returning Starters: 
Brian Oliver 6'4" Sr. 16.1 ppg, 5.6 rpg, 
223 assists 
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13. MEMPHIS STATE 


Larry Finch placed his trust in Memphis State 20 
years ago, at a time when it was not considered 
prudent for a black man to do so. “When Memphis 
State offered me a basketball scholarship in 1969, 
there was a lot of animosity in this city,” says 
Finch. “A lot of folks didn’t want me out here at 
Memphis State. A lot of people said, ‘Don’t go. 
There's a lot of tension here.’ And there was 
tension. No doubt about it.” 

But Larry Finch did go to Memphis State, 
becoming the first black man from Memphis to 
sign a basketball scholarship there. Finch’s deci- 
sion led the way to an all-black starting five at the 
school, helped ease racial tension in the commu- 
nity, and opened the door to the dozens of black 
Memphis players who have signed on since then. 

Twenty years later Memphis State coach Larry 
Finch is still breaking down barriers. During the 
last three seasons he has done one of the extra- 
ordinary coaching jobs in college basketball— 
quickly rebuilding Dana Kirk's crippled program 
into a national power. Some said it couldn't be 
done. Finch, aman who has known greater crises, 
knew better. 

Despite a two-year probation, the shadow of 
Kirk’s tax evasion and gambling problems, and a 


Dennis Scott brings back veteran 
cool and 20 ppg for Georgia Tech. 
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major exodus of talent in ’86, Finch 
has led Memphis State to three con- 
secutive 20-win seasons. On the 
court Finch quickly adapted his system to fit the 
talent on hand, changing the Tigers from a deliber- 
ate half-court team to a slick, quick fastbreak team. 

Off the court Finch has helped academic advi- 
sor Kim Sumner initiate one of the nation’s most 
impressive academic movements. During the last 
three years, each of MSU's seven departing 
seniors received a degree—a major shift from the 
decade of 1976 to 1986, in which not one black 
basketball player graduated. 

Most of all, however, Finch maintained the 
university's connection with the city of Memphis. 
Three years ago, with the program very much in 
limbo, Finch convinced a local kid named Elliot 
Perry—now MSU's brightest star and a future 
NBA draft choice—to place his trust in Memphis 
State. Seven more Memphis high school stars 
have followed in the last two years. 

“People were hesitant about us at first,” says 
Finch. “And that’s why the three kids who came in 
my first year here [starters Perry, Russell Young, 
and John McLaughlin] rate up there as my all-time 
favorites. They didn’t know if I could do it here, 
but they had enough confidence to stick with me. 
As a young coach, especially a black coach, that’s 
not easy to earn. 

“Those players have become the focal point of 
our change here. They’ve made a mark of their 
own. Fifteen years from now, they'll be able to 
say, ‘We were the ones who made a change.’” 

Larry Finch likes his chances of winning big at 
Memphis State this season. But in an important 
sense, he already has. 
Returning Starters: 

Elliot Perry 6'0" Jr. 
Cheyenne Gibson 6'3” Sr. 


19.5 ppg, 3.4 rpg 
11.3 ppg, 87 


assists, 59 steals. 


Ernest Smith 6'5” So. 12.9 ppg, 4.4 rpg, 
All-American 

Top Newcomers: 

Ben Spiva 6'7" So. Transfer from Penn 


Anthony Douglas 6'7" Fr. 

Montrell Nash 6’9" Fr. All-American 
Returning Production: 68% of points, 52% of 
rebounds. 

On-Court Approach: The Tigers are an up-tempo 
team that adjusts well to various defenses. They 
play an aggressive, trapping defense. 

Stat Fact: The Tigers have had eight straight 20- 
win seasons. —B. B. 


14. ARKANSAS 


Nolan Richardson knows all the pertinent coach- 
ing axioms: Use your defense to set up your 
offense. Work patiently for the open shot. And 
when you need help at point guard, sign your son's 
brother-in-law. 

At least that’s what the Arkansas coach learned 
in the case of dynamic sophomore point guard Lee 
Mayberry, who played a pivotal role in guiding a 
very young Razorbacks team to a 25-7 record and 
an impressive appearance in the NCAA Tourna- 
ment last year. Mayberry has already showed a 
quiet, self-assured poise reminiscent of former 
Arkansas great Sidney Moncrief. 

“I think our players have already begun to 
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follow the way he carries himself,” says Richard- 
son, who had never had a true point guard in his 
previous three years at Arkansas. “Lee doesn’t 
say much, and Sidney was very much the same 
way.” 

Mayberry became part of Richardson's family 
four years ago, when the coach’s son married the 
point guard’s sister. Mayberry is the uncle of 
Richardson's grandchildren. But the relationship 
between coach and player dates back longer— 
almost 10 years, the day Mayberry first bounced 
into one of Richardson's basketball camps. 

As a freshman Mayberry won the SWC New- 
comer of the Year Award and was a consensus all- 
conference selection. He ranked among the top 
five point guards nationally with an assist-to- 
turnover ratio of 2.7, and led all starting point 
guards with a turnover rate of only 1.56 per game. 
It was no fluke; Mayberry led the Razorbacks in 
minutes played. 

“I still remember his very first game, against 
Virginia,” Richardson says of Mayberry, who 
averaged 12.9 points per game last year. “Here he 
was, playing the biggest game of his life, con- 
stantly dribbling out of pressure in a four-point 
ballgame—and I think he committed only one 
turnover all night.” 

Richardson's choice to “go with his own” at 
point guard is symbolic of the new movement at 
Arkansas. After spending three years trying to 
force-feed an up-tempo style to players accus- 
tomed to Eddie Sutton’s halfcourt method, Rich- 
ardson finally fielded a team composed entirely of 
his own recruits last season. 

Using a 10-player rotation that featured four 
freshmen, Arkansas played some of the best 
basketball in the country last year. In their first 
nine games, seven different Razorbacks led the 
team in scoring. Arkansas played superb belt-to- 
belt D, displayed great inside-outside balance, 
and consistently outran its foes. 

Arkansas’ youth is imposing. Richardson's 
freshman class accounted for 30% of the team’s 
scoring in '87-88. Last season the freshman class 
of ’88-89 accounted for 40%. Despite the loss of 
defensive catalyst Keith Wilson, Arkansas re- 
turns nine of the top 10 players from a team that 
gave Louisville a scare in the NCAA Tournament, 
including junior forward Lenzie Howell, the 
team’s leading scorer, sophomore wing Todd Day, 
a star at this summer's Olympic Festival, and 
senior post player Mario Credit. 

And then, of course, there’s Mayberry—the 
family point who almost got away. 


Returning Starters: 

Lenzie Howell 6'4” Sr. 14.6 ppg, 7 rpg 
Todd Day 6'7" So. 13.3 ppg, 4 rpg 
Lee Mayberry 6'2" So. 12.9 ppg, 3.2 rpg 
Mario Credit 6'9" Sr. 11.4 ppg, 4.6rpg 


Top Newcomer: 

Clyde Fletcher 6'6” So. JC transfer 
Returning Productions: 85% of points, 88% of 
rebounds. 

On-Court Approach: The Razorbacks have an up- 
tempo offense that averaged 90 ppg last season. 
They employ a pressure defense, with several 
full-court traps. 

Stat Fact: Mayberry and Day rank as the second- 
and third-highest freshman scorers in Razorbacks 
history. —B. B. 
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15. NOTRE DAME 


At good old Touchdown U., three yards and a 
cloud of dust has been enough to keep the 
basketball customer satisfied. Almost without 
fail, dapper Digger Phelps’ Fighting Irish will win 
their 20 games, bump off a No. 1 or No. 2 at the 
Convocation Center, grab an NCAA Tournament 
bid, then make an early exit. 

Thanks guys. Now then, when's kickoff? 

Ata glance, Phelps’ record at South Bend would 
be enough to satisfy ardent alumni at many of the 
nation’s most basketball-crazed colleges. And it 
has been plenty enough to satisfy most fans at 
football-crazed N.D. 

Phelps, after all, sports a 365-164 in 17 South 
Bend seasons; that’s nearly 70% victories. He’s 
gained 13 NCAA invites; that’s as many as Bob 
Knight’s Hoosiers have collected at downstate 
Bloomington. And Phelps has been to one Final 
Four; that’s one more than any of his Irish 
predecessors. 

And yet it has been 12 years now since last the 
Irish paid a Final Four visit, and Phelps’ NCAA 
Tournament record is a so-so 15-15. Wake up that 
echo. 

South Bend, remember, drove Dan Devine 
around the bend, and he had a national football 
championship and a 53-16-1 record under his belt. 

So what gives? 

Says former Notre Dame assistant Scott 
Thompson, “I felt every year expectations were 
that Notre Dame would come out with a strong, 
sound basketball team. With football, they had to 
win the national championship.” 

Second-year athletic director and former Irish 
cage star Dick Rosenthal, however, doesn’t think 
Irish fans have a double-standard. Notre Dame 
fans, he says, “are people who clearly enjoy 
winning, but their real expectations are to see us 
perform well. That standard exists for basketball 
as well as for football.” 

As for Notre Dame's basketball success on a 
national level, Thompson figures Phelps has done 
an excellent job against tall odds. Thompson 
handled Irish recruiting in the late 1970s and says 
Notre Dame, with its stiffer academic admission 
requirements, had a tougher row to hoe than most 
of its Midwestern competitors. 

“I think Digger has- done a great job the last 
several years,” Thompson says of Irish recruit- 
ing. “He always comes up with an All-American.” 

True. There has always been a David Rivers or 
a Jim Paxson on deck, but what has kept the Irish 
from consistently competing on a top-10 basis has 
been the lack of a deep and talented supporting 
cast. However, that may change. This year’s Irish 
return intact from last season’s 21-9 run, And, 
with four rock-solid sophomores on hand, plus a 
potential supersoph in 6’9” LaPhonso Ellis, Notre 
Dame just might be a national contender for the 
next couple of years. 

Returning Starters: 


Joe Frederick 6'4" Sr. 16.7 ppg, 2.2 rpg 
LaPhonso Ellis 6'9" So. 13.5 ppg, 9.4 rpg, 
53 blocked shots 
Jamere Jackson 6'2" Sr. 13.5 ppg, 3.6 rpg 
Keith Robinson 6'9" Sr. 12.3 ppg, 9.3 rpg 
Tim Singleton 6'1" Jr. 5Sppg, 208 assists 
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Top Newcomer: 
Monty Williams 67” Fr. 

Returning Production: 100% of 

points, 100% of rebounds. 

On-Court Approach: Digger Phelps uses an up- 
tempo offense with the infusion of last season's 
speed demons. 

Stat Fact: The Fighting Irish have finished in the 
top 12 in rebounding in the country for the past 
seven seasons. —C. D. 


16. TEMPLE 


If bigger means better, as advertisers are always 
telling us, the 1989-90 model of the Temple Owls 
should be among the best in their demographic 
group. The rest of the Atlantic 10 Conference will 
be staring up to these Owls, who will regain their 
perch atop the league standings after a year's 
absence. 

John Chaney has assembled an imposing front 
line, with 7-foot junior Duane Causwell the hub, 
that will make life a lot easier for Mark Macon, 
the versatile 6'5" junior guard whose skills were 
shackled somewhat a year ago. 

“He'll be able to play a game under normal 
conditions,” Chaney says of Macon. The A-10 
player of the year led the team in scoring (18.3 
ppg), assists (3.8), and steals (2.8) despite facing 
a variety of trick defenses geared to stopping 
him. “I don’t play against the defense out there,” 
says Macon. “I play against myself. When I’m 
being myself, no one can beat me. I’m my own 
worst critic.” 

Forced to launch too many forced shots last 
season because he was the only creative offensive 
player the Owls had, Macon's shooting percent- 
age from the field dipped to .412, down from .454 
as a freshman, and his three-point accuracy fell 
from .422 to .333. “There was a lot of criticism 
from people who felt Mark wasn't as good as the 
year before,” Chaney says. “But everybody went 
after Mark Macon last year, and he showed great 
leadership, poise, and control.” 

Chaney's plans are for Macon to be a full-time 
No. 2 guard, not a part-timer at the point. “With 
more balance inside and out, Mark will give us 
more offensive thrust from the No. 2 spot, where 
he is very comfortable,” Chaney says. “There will 
not be as much a load on Mark, and he'll have an 
opportunity to rise to bigger and better things.” 

The playmaking role will be handled by either 
6’8” sophomore Mik Kilgore or 6'1"” sophomore 
Michael Harden, whose confidence was shaken 
badly by his .326 field-goal shooting. Freshman 
Curt Smith, whose brother Charles starred at 
Georgetown, will be a factor if he’s academically 
eligible. 

The Owls are leaning heavily on a trio of young 
giants sidelined last season by Proposition 48— 
7-foot Donald Hodge, a former high school All- 
American, 6'11" Chris Lovelace, and 69” Mark 
Strickland. They will be welcomed by Causwell, 
the A-10's top rebounder with an 8.9 average and 
the nation’s second-leading shot-blocker with 4.1 
a game. 

“I already know he can be a great defensive 
player, but I figure his offense certainly will be 
better, because he'll see only single coverage,” 
Chaney says of Causwell, an 11.6 scorer who is 


Temple’s Mark Macon rises above 
special attention on defense. 


expected to be 100% after arthroscopic knee 
surgery over the summer. “Causwell should 
benefit from the freedom he'll have to roam 
around with the addition of our new big men.” 

Hodge is ticketed for a starting role at forward, 
while Lovelace and Strickland will challenge 6'6” 
junior Earnest Pollard for playing time. “Hodge 
can play around the basket and can stretch his 
offense out 12 feet with his jumper,” Chaney says. 
“We hope Lovelace and Strickland will develop 
their perimeter skills. 

“I've never had this big a frontcourt. These 
players present a different look, a different kind 
of challenge. I feel like we'll be a power team. 
We'll have a new look.” 

A bigger and better look. 


Returning Starters: 

Duane Causwell 7'0” Jr. 11.3 ppg, 8.9 rpg 
Mik Kilgore 6'8" So. 8 ppg, 2.7 rpg 
Mark Macon 6'5" Jr. 18.3 ppg, 5.6 rpg 
Ernest Pollard 6'6" Jr. 5.4 ppg, 4rpg 
Top Newcomers: 

John Conic 64" Fr. 

Donald Hodge 7'0” Fr. 

Chris Lovelace 6/11” Fr. 

Jan Post 6'10" Fr. 


Mark Strickland 6'9" Fr, 

Returning Production: 72% of points, 82% of 
rebounds. 

On-Court Approach: The Owls run a patterned, 
deliberate offense. Defensively, they use a 
matchup zone. 

Stat Fact: Last season Causwell set and tied the 


70 
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school single-game record for blocks when he 
rejected 10 Penn State shots in each of the two 
games the teams played. Causwell’s season total 
of 124 blocks set a school mark, topping the 123 
blocks by Tim Perry in 1986. —PA. 


17. LOUISVILLE 


Disappointed in his footwork on the basketball 
court, 7-foot center Felton Spencer decided it was 
time to undertake dramatic measures. So 
Spencer turned to something more challenging 
than wind sprints, flexibility drills, and weight 
workouts. 

Felton Spencer turned to ballet. 

“The first class wasn’t a pretty sight,” recalls 
Spencer, who enticed teammates Kenny Payne 
and Craig Hawley to join him in a university ballet 
class last year. “Basically, it was three grown men 
falling over each other. But it was a fun experi- 
ence. The motions you make while you're on your 
toes helped me a lot. And I still use the stretching 
exercises we used in warm-up to keep me loose 
on the floor. 

“Any time you try something new, you're going 
to be alittle nervous about your performance. But 
I'm willing to try anything that will help me 
improve—at least for a little while.” 

Such is the story of senior Felton Spencer, the 
first 7-footer in Louisville history. Only a project 
player three years ago, Spencer has devoted the 
last three years of his career to finding eclectic 
ways to improve his basketball skills. He has 
danced, taken several aerobics classes, and even 
worked under the guidance of a boxing instructor. 
Adhering to a strict fitness program, Spencer has 
lowered his body fat more than 10 percentage 
points to 7%. He jumps rope an hour each day. 
Says coach Denny Crum, “Felton Spencer has 
improved more in his time at the University of 
Louisville than any player we've had in our 
program.” 

Louisville looks great on the wings, where 
LeBradford Smith, Keith Williams, Tony Kim- 
bro, Everick Sullivan, and Craig Hawley run the 
floor, penetrate, pass, and shoot in the finest 
Cardinals tradition. But without its top two 
scorers and rebounders from 1988-89—6'9" post 
Pervis Ellison and 6'8” forward Kenny Payne— 
the quality of Louisville’s inside game rests 
largely in Spencer's hands. 

“I know I'm going to be called on to do a lot 
more this year,” says Spencer. “I’m still working 
hard on improving the movement of my feet and 
getting around the floor. It’s the one thing I need 
to correct to stay out of foul trouble.” 

Ah, the fouls. Spencer has always made the 
most of his minutes; his ratio of points and 
rebounds to minutes played was the best on the 
team last year. But Spencer also led Louisville 
with 100 personal fouls. His seven disqualifica- 
tions in 1988-89 gives him 13 for his career—a 
very high total for a reserve. 

Challenged by Ellison to diversify his game, 
however, Spencer has improved dramatically in 
every major statistical category over the last 
three years. Free throws: from 49.2% to 73.3%. 
Rebounding: from 3.8 to 6.5. Field-goal shooting: 
from 55.1% to 60.7%. When Ellison sat out four 
games with an injury last year, Spencer averaged 
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16.5 points and 8.3 rebounds in his 
absence. 

“When I got here, I was little 
more than a space-eater,” says Spencer, the only 
Cardinals starter taller than 6’7”. “But I'm proud 
of the way I’ve changed my game. It would have 
been easy for me to go to a school that plays lots of 
zone defense and takes its time bringing the ball 
up the floor. But I like it when the game goes fast. 
The Louisville style is the way the game of 
basketball ought to be played. 

“This team expects a lot of itself. We're deter- 
mined to have a better season than we did last 
year. There's life after Pervis Ellison and Kenny 
Payne, and we want to prove it.” 

Keep an eye out for Felton Spencer in the 
NCAA Sweet 16 this March. And you might watch 
for him in “The Nutcracker” in December. 
Returning Starters: 


Tony Kimbro 6'7" Sr. 9.5 ppg, 5.5 rpg 
LaBradford Smith 6'3” Jr. 11.9 ppg, 5.6 apg 
Keith Williams 6'3" Sr. 8.1 ppg, 3.4 apg 
Top Newcomers: 

Jason McClendon 6'9" Jr. 

Troy Smith 6'8" Fr. 


Returning Production: 62% of points, 62% of 
rebounds. 

On-Court Approach: A smaller and quicker Cardi- 
nals team will run at any opportunity. Denny 
Crum’s crew plays strict man-to-man defense. 
Stat Fact: Louisville has had 45 consecutive 
winning seasons, an NCAA record. —B. B. 


18. CLEMSON 


Inside the paint, no team in the ACC owns a better 
set of post players than Clemson's magnificent 
Dale Davis and Elden Campbell. But what Ciem- 
son lacked last year—consistent perimeter play 
on offense—looms as the biggest factor in’89-90. 

When Clemson's guards click the Tigers look 
like a top 10 power, as they proved last year in 
wins over North Carolina (85-82), Duke (79-74), 
and Georgia Tech (81-79). But when the perime- 
ter game shuts down, Davis and Campbell cannot 
carry the team alone. It’s like Miles Davis without 
a trumpet or Picasso without a canvas—talent 
alone isn’t enough. 

“Our perimeter game is the key,” says senior 
wing Derrick Forrest, Clemson's most effective 
outside player last year—when he was on. “If 
we're not shooting well on the outside, that makes 
it really hard on Elden and Dale. As soon as the 
ball goes inside the guards drop down. We saw a 
lot of switches last year; junk defenses have hurt 
us a lot.” 

Although Clemson's outside game improved 
from 1987-88, when the Tigers shot 29% from 
three-point range, its perimeter numbers were 
still low. None of Clemson's perimeter players 
came anywhere close to a 50% shooting average 
last year; the team’s three-point accuracy was 
34.2%. 

“We let down at times last year,” says Forrest. 
“And we realize that it cost us.” 

Forrest believes the major factor in Clemson's 
spotty perimeter performance was inexperience. 
Four of Clemson's top outside men—including JC 
transfers Forrest, Marion Cash, and Kirkland 
Hawling—were new to the Clemson program last 
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year. David Young, considered the 
best guard sixth-year coach Cliff 
Ellis has ever recruited at Clemson, 
was not quite ready as a freshman. Part-time 
point guard Tim Kincaid, now a senior, was the 
only top-line player with any tangible game 
experience. 

If Clemson can parlay last year's season of 
introduction into some steady, consistent play, 
look out—because no one in the ACC can control 
a game in the paint like the Tigers. Incredibly, 
Clemson has led the ACC in rebounding for three 
consecutive seasons. And this year the Tigers 
should be even better. 

Campbell, the Tigers’ laconic 6'10" senior 
center, is the top post player returning to the 
ACC. He averaged 17.5 points and 7.7 rebounds 
per game in ‘88-89, and also led the ACC in 
blocked shots (87) for the second straight season. 

Although Campbell has been considered a 
potential NBA first-round draft choice for years, 
it’s his partner, Davis, who looms as the ACC’s 
most intimidating inside player. A 6'9” junior, 
Davis played magnificently at the Olympic Festi- 
val in Colorado Springs, and led the traveling 
ACC All-Star team in points (25.6) and rebounds 
(12.4) this summer. His 67% field-goal average 
last year was the best in ACC history. 

“Still, the backcourt will be the key,” says Ellis. 
“Can they hit the outside shot to open up for our 
big men?” 

Clemson has shown it can—sometimes. In last 
year's NCAA Tournament David Young hit five 
early three-point buckets against St. Mary’s, 
which allowed Campbell to run wild in an 83-70 
Clemson victory. Two days later Young scored 
only two points against Arizona. Clemson lost 
94-68. 

This could be a year of miracles for Davis and 
Campbell at Clemson. All they need is a little 
outside help. 

Returning Starters: 


Elden Campbell 6'10" Sr. 17.5 ppg, 7.7 rpg 


Derrick Forrest 6'3" Sr. 12.5 ppg, 3.9 rpg 

Marion Cash 6'3” Sr. 6.7 ppg, 161 
assists 

Ricky Jones 6'7" Jr. 4.3 ppg 

Top Newcomers: 

Wayne Buckingham 6'9” Fr. 

Shawn Lastinger 6'1" Fr. 

Returning Production: 91% of points, 84% of 

rebounds. 


On-Court Approach: The Tigers work out of a half- 
court set, looking to get the ball inside to 
Campbell. Defensively, they primarily go man- 
to-man, but will use some zone traps. 

Stat Fact: Campbell set a school record with 87 
blocked shots last season. He has led the ACC in 
blocks the past two seasons. —B. B. 


19. NORTH CAROLINA STATE 


For two years now they have heard themselves 
compared to a legendary set of North Carolina 
State guards named Dereck Whittenburg and 
Sidney Lowe. So Chris Corchiani and Rodney 
Monroe pulled out several hours of 1982 and 1983 
game film to see what all the fuss was about. 

The verdict? “We consider the comparison a 
compliment,” Corchiani says diplomatically. “On 


the other hand, we want to have our own identity, 
to be our own players. We'd like people to think of 
us as Monroe and Corchiani, not just guys who 
remind you of Whittenburg and Lowe.” 

Not to worry. With two full years to play, 
Corchiani and Monroe have already established 
themselves as the premier guard combination in 
college basketball. Fire and ice, the playmaker 
and the shooter, Corchiani and Monroe. 

For all their greatness, Whittenburg and Lowe 
were a matched pair, twins from D.C., two trump 
cards in the same deck. But the beauty of 
Corchiani and Monroe is their complementary 
nature—different in so many ways, yet so per- 
fectly blended. Better to define Corchiani and 
Monroe in terms of grace and harmony, like 
Astaire and Rogers or Lennon and McCartney. 
Corchiani’s inventiveness and Monroe's ex- 
plosiveness make their opponents, by compari- 
son, look like Laurel and Hardy. 

Already on pace to set an all-time NCAA assist 
record (he has 501 in two years), Corchiani has 
won praise for his extraordinary vision, the laser- 
quick release on his passes, and his obvious 
leadership qualities. But last year N.C. State 
coach Jim Valvano introduced him as a major 
defensive force—using Corchiani to front domi- 
nant inside scorers such as Georgia Tech’s Tom 
Hammonds, North Carolina's J.R. Reid, and 
UNLV’s David Butler in a variety of Wolfpack trick 
zone defenses. 

Meanwhile, Monroe has set new standards in 
explosiveness, averaging 21.4 points per game. 
With apologies to Michigan's Glen Rice, Monroe's 
40-point outburst against Iowa was the most 
dramatic shooting performance of the NCAA 
Tournament last season. Monroe scored his 25th 
point to tie the game at 75 at the final buzzer, and 
then went on to score 15 clutch points in two 
overtimes to pace a 102-96 North Carolina State 
victory. 

“T was in a very nice groove that game—but I 
can’t honestly tell you I haven't felt that kind of 
groove before,” says Monroe. This from a player 
who once hit a 60-foot shot at the buzzer to wina 
Baltimore city championship game. 

“T've never seen anything like what he did 
against Iowa,” says Corchiani. “Iowa couldn't 
believe what was going on. We couldn't believe 
what was going on. But Rodney has never asked 
for the ball. Never. I've never heard him say, 
‘Chris, I’m hot, give me the ball.’ Never.” 

Monroe laughs. “You just never hear me,” he 
says. 

Score two points for comedy—Belushi and 
Aykroyd?—but throw away the comparisons. 
Monroe and Corchiani have come into their own. 
Returning Starters: 


Rodney Monroe 6'4" Jr. 21.4 ppg, 4.8 rpg, 
2.9 apg 

Chris Corchiani 6'1” Jr. 10.5 ppg, 8.6 apg, 
2.5 rpg 

Brian Howard 6'7" Sr. 12.5 ppg, 5.4 rpg 

Avie Lester 6'9" Sr. 8.4 ppg, 5.1 rpg 

Top Newcomers: 

Craig Tyson 6'4" Fr. 

Kevin Thompson 6'9" Fr. 

Bryant Feggins 6'7" Fr. 

Returning Production: 72% of points, 71% of 

rebounds. 
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On-Court Approach: Jim Valvano runs a controlled 
offense, with emphasis on perimeter shooting. 
Defensively, he will throw every conceivable— 
and inconceivable—zone defense at an opponent. 
Stat Fact: Chris Corchiani is the first ACC player 
to pass off for 500 assists in his first two years; he 
could crack the 1,000-assist mark, breaking the 
current NCAA record of 857 held by Grayson 
Marshall of Clemson. —B. B. 


20. UCLA 


At least once a week, UCLA head coach Jim 
Harrick rings an old friend on the telephone and 
chats a little bit about basketball. In the middle of 
ahectic season, Harrick reasons he can use all the 
good advice he can get—especially when it 
comes from John Wooden. 

“It's only at my insistence that he talks to me; I 
have to keep badgering him, asking questions, 
until he finally gives in,” says Harrick, in his 
second year at UCLA after nine seasons at Pep- 
perdine. “[Wooden] doesn’t pretend to know my 
team; he’s very guarded. But his perceptions are 
outstanding. It amazes me that every time I ask 
him a question, I learn something. 

“I like his opinion. I’m not afraid of that; I seek 
it. He's probably the wisest man I've ever met.” 

After watching a string of UCLA coaches strain 
under the burden of the Wooden legacy, Harrick 
decided it is time to use UCLA’ roots to the 
Bruins’ advantage last season. Borrowing liber- 
ally from Wooden's philosophy—both in terms of 


discipline and floor play—Harrick performed one 
of the great jobs in college basketball, leading a 
team with only seven recruited scholarship ath- 
letes to a 21-10 record and a trip to the NCAA 
Tournament. 

Before his arrival 18 months ago, the program 
was falling apart. UCLA was fiercely divided 
under former coach Walt Hazzard; the players 
openly disliked one another. “Going into the 
locker room after games, the only thing I saw was 
unhappy people—even if they won,” says sopho- 
more forward Don MacLean, recalling his experi- 
ence as a UCLA recruit in ’88. “No one shared the 
ball. They shot whenever they wanted. There was 
absolutely no discipline at all. Coach Harrick is 
just what this team needed.” 

Harrick’s first major victory came last spring, 
when he won over two skeptical L.A. prep 
stars—MacLean and point guard Darrick Mar- 
tin. His recruiting class of Los Angeles-area 
players is rated among the top three in the nation. 
An old school disciplinarian, Harrick made an 
immediate impact in the fall with three marathon, 
Marine-like practice sessions. Sensing the All- 
America potential of undisciplined forward 
Trevor Wilson, Harrick drew heavily upon 
Wooden's advice and experience in transforming 
Wilson into a consummate team player within 
UCLA%s forward-oriented system. 

Harrick’s allegiance to Wooden's system is no 
accident. He coached high school ball in In- 
glewood from ’64 to 73, a period in which Wooden 
won seven national titles at nearby Westwood. 


RING UP AHIT! 


“It Don't Mean A Thing If You 


Ain't Got That Ring” 


Own a beautiful authentic Jumbo Ring and/or Key Ring of your 
favorite Major League Baseball or NFL team. They are made of 
jewelers’ brass, 22kt gold electro-plated with enamel centers and 
are antiqued for excellent detail. It’s the 4 
most unique and affordable sports gift 


of the decade. They make ideal 
paperweights, napkin holders, and 
are further enhanced by 

our desk accessory 

and pen sets that 

are featured in our 

8-page color catalog. 


Inspired by Wooden's style, Harrick installed a 
high post offense, preached a high-percentage 
field-goal philosophy, and ran the UCLA press. In 
the fall he would drive his high school teams to 
Westwood in a school bus to watch Wooden's 
Bruins practices. Later Wooden chose Harrick to 
direct his summer basketball camp. 

Even now Harrick makes a special point to find 
Wooden in the crowd and shake his hand before 
each UCLA home game. He estimates Wooden 
missed only two or three games last year. 

“He doesn't have to say a thing—his presence 
in the stands makes me feel good,” says Harrick. 
“When I see him enjoying a game, that’s the big- 
gest payback I could ever hope to have.” 
Returning Starters: 


Trevor Wilson 6'8”" Sr. 18.4 ppg, 8.7 rpg 
Don MacLean 6/10” So. 18.6 ppg, 7.5 rpg 
Kevin Walker  6'10" Sr. 9.9 ppg, 4.0 rpg 


Darrick Martin 5'11” So. 


Top Newcomers: 


8.5 ppg, 2.9 apg 


Mitchell Butler 6'5” Fr. All-American ‘ 
Zan Mason 6'7" Fr. All-American 
Tracy Murray 6'8" Fr. All-American 
Rodney Odom 6'11" Fr. 


Returning Production: 72% of points, 78% of 
rebounds. 

On-Court Approach: With this year’s quicker team, 
Jim Harrick will try to run more, but they have a 
good half-court offense. Harrick will use a man- 
to-man defense most of the time. 

Stat Fact: MacLean broke the Pac-10 freshman 
record for points with 577. —B.B. @ 
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Proposition 48 and its offshoot, 
Proposal 42, are the hottest, 
most divisive issues in college sports. Challenges to their academic 
validity and effectiveness have split Americas athletic community 


By JEFF MILLER 


EPEATING AS CHAMPION IS AN 

all-but-impossible task these days. 

Proposal 42 faces the same high 
odds when it comes up for a re-vote at the 
NCAA Convention, January 7-11 at Dallas. 
That has been evident almost since the 
delegates left last January's convention in 
San Francisco. Even coaches and athletic 
directors from schools that passed the 
controversial measure came away moaning 
as if their pockets had been picked. 

Consider the aftermath of confusion over 
Proposal 42, which eliminates awarding of 
financial aid to recruits who don’t meet 
Proposition 48 academic requirements be- 
ginning in August 1990. The head-scratch- 
ing includes both the issue itself and the 
process by which it came into being: 

@ Many delegates came away incensed 
over passage of legislation they said so 
blatantly discriminated against the under- 
privileged. 

@ Some critics went a step further, say- 
ing Proposal 42 was a racist measure passed 
by those who realized it would affect blacks 
the most. 

@ Some believe the preceding Proposi- 
tion 48 discriminates against the underpriv- 
ileged—particularly blacks—with its use 
of standardized test scores in determining 
whether a recruit can play as a freshman. 

@ In deference to these cries, some of 
the schools that voted for Proposal 42 were 
universities with predominantly black stu- 
dent bodies. Their officials don’t believe the 
measure discriminates against blacks. 

@ The NCAAs system of voting and re- 


voting saw Proposal 42 defeated 
by eight votes during a morning 
session, then passed by nine 
votes after lunch. 

All of this makes discussion of Proposal 
42 more complex than simply looking at a 
supposedly well-intentioned attempt to im- 
prove academic standards for college ath- 
letes. As Georgia athletic director Vince 
Dooley, the master of understatement dur- 
ing his 25 seasons as the Bulldogs football 
coach, says, “It’s an emotional issue.” 

Georgia is the best place to begin when 
examining Proposal 42, because fired Geor- 
gia professor Jan Kemp’s lawsuit against the 
school to try to regain her job was the first in 
the chain of events that produced Proposal 
42. Kemp claimed she was fired because she 
failed to provide academic loopholes for 
Georgia athletes, details of which were 
bared during the trial. The subsequent 
uproar helped persuade university officials 
to impose stricter academic restrictions on 
their athletes, which included the exclusion 
of Proposition 48 partial qualifiers. 

Georgia, led by president Charles Knapp 

(appointed after the Kemp episode), then 
pushed to have the same restriction passed 
by the SEC at its 1988 spring meetings. The 
SEC approved a gradual phase-out of Propo- 
sition 48 recruits, with total elimination 
scheduled by 1993. 
’ So it was on to San Francisco in January 
’89. The SEC introduced Proposal 42, which 
would return the conference to equal re- 
cruiting footing with the rest of Division I. 
However, SEC Commissioner Harvey Schil- 
ler denies this was the SEC’s intent. “If you 
look at conferences like the Big Ten and the 
Pac-10 and the ACC and the SWC and 
others, the vast majority of their institu- 
tions were not accepting partial qualifiers,” 
he says. “And that’s why the legislation 
passed. Every piece of legislation typically 
comes from groups of schools or confer- 
ences that may have a rule in place they are 
trying to see accepted nationally.” 

And as Schiller points out, Proposal 42— 
like every other piece of NCAA legisla- 
tion—was mailed to the schools to be 
studied well in advance of the convention. 
This was hardly a Prop quiz. Plus, academic 
reforms and their ramifications weren't new 
to the NCAA. Proposition 48—passed in 
1983 to go into effect in’86—dockeda year’s 
eligibility from recruits who didn’t attain a 
700 score on the Scholastic Aptitude Test 
(SAT), or a15 on the American College Test 
(ACT), and a 2.0 grade-point average in 
certain core curriculum subjects in high 
school. And the emotional aftermath of 
Proposition 48’s passage certainly should 
have prepared NCAA members for future 
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turmoil regarding academic 
reform. 

The initial vote of NCAA pres- 
idents saw Proposal 42 rejected 159-151. 
There was then a call for a re-vote, after 


While Proposal 42 didn’t receive much 
national attention going into the convention, 
intense criticism immediately followed its 
passage. Many basketball coaches indicated 
their distaste for it. Even Indiana’s Bobby 


¢ don’t believe the intent of the 
legislation proposed and passed 
was to preclude any group from 
participating in intercollegiate 
athletics.’ 


which Proposal 42 passed 163-154. Such re- 
votes often are the the case at NCAA 
conventions, but Temple basketball coach 
John Chaney—one of the most outspoken 
critics of Proposal 42—says he was 
shocked. “After it had been voted down, why 
would they bring it back to the floor?” 
Chaney asks. “When we tried to search 
them out the next day, they were running for 
cover.” 

Theo Danzy—football coach and former 
athletic director of predominantly black 
Alcorn State, which voted against Proposal 
42 both times—wasn’t surprised when the 
voters reversed field. “You could see the 
hubbub and caucuses,” Danzy said. “Some- 
body pulled a bit of politics—after the lunch 
break, pow!” 


Knight, an academic hard-liner, said he saw 
no merit in the rule. The most vocal criti- 
cism centered around claims it would fur- 
ther impede the academic progress of the 
underprivileged, particularly blacks. “It’s 
really obvious that we don’t need Proposal 
42 unless we are really [attempting to] 
lessen the number of blacks who are already 
attending college,” Chaney says. “The rule 
affects only two groups of youngsters. 
Sixty-eight percent of all the football 
players [not qualifying under Proposition 
48] happen to be black, and 90% of all the 
basketball players happen to be black. The 
rule only affects football and basketball.” 
Says Schiller: “I do not believe the intent 
of [the legislation as proposed and passed] 
was to preclude any group from participat- 
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ing in intercollegiate athletics.” 
The mention of lack of intent 
doesn’t appease Chaney. “Mo- 
tivation is one thing,” he says, “but what 
actually happens is another thing. You can’t 
always say when somebody is a racist that he 
intends to be a racist. I can take a look at a 
guy who takes a truck and runs over a guy 
the first time; you mean the [first] time I’m 
going to know youre trying to kill me is 
when you back the wheels up over me? 
Forty-eight was already directed at a spe- 
cific group of people. Forty-two was the 
wheels coming over them.” 

The most celebrated protest was that of 
Georgetown basketball coach John Thomp- 
son. He walked off the Capital Centre court 
before the Hoyas’ game against Boston 
College on January 13, and boycotted a 
second game before believing he had made 
his point. Thompson emphasized he be- 
lieved Proposal 42 worked against all the 
underprivileged, not any particular race. 

The confusion over what part, if any, race 
played in Proposal 42 increases when exam- 
ining the voting record. Among the schools 
voting for Proposal 42 were some predomi- 
nantly black schools. One was Florida 
A&M, whose athletic director, Dr. Walter 
Reed, says, “I don’t think 42 is any worse for 
the historically black colleges than it is for 
any of the rest of them. The majority of your 
football-playing schools and your basketball 
playing schools predominantly are recruit- 
ing black athletes. We're all drawing from 
the same black pool.” 

Chaney and Danzy say some other black 
administrators voted for Proposal 42 under 
the misguided belief it would funnel more 
athletes to black schools that aren’t able 
financially to recruit toe-to-toe with larger 
schools. Chaney says: “Those [blacks] who 
voted for it, they thought, ‘Here’s an oppor- 
tunity to bring these big institutions to their 
knees.’ They figure if the rich are going to be 
equal to the poor schools, well, that’s great. 
Well, I’ve never seen a rich man become 
equal, even when he was broke.” 

The suggestion that black athletes caught 
in Proposal 42’s net will primarily be re- 
placed by other blacks infuriates Chaney. 
“That’s rather stupid, to make a statement 
of that kind from emotion when you have the 
facts right in front of you,” he says. “We have 
a [high school] dropout rate that is close to 
61% among blacks and other minorities. 
And we've dropped in colleges in the past 10 
years, in terms of youngsters going to 
college, period; we're not just talking about 
athletes. If you're turning these facts down, 
I don’t think anyone should be listening.” 

The fact now, though, is that many people 
throughout the NCAA—including the pow- 
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erful Presidents Commission— 
are studying revisions for Pro- 
posal 42 when it comes up for its 
next test in Dallas. A common criticism is 
that it has come too closely on the heels of 
the Proposition 48 experiment. Considering 
that most athletes require five years to 
graduate, it’s difficult to determine the 


For example, a 680 SAT would be balanced 
by a 2.1 GPA; a 660 by a 2.2. 

Some coaches are calling for schools to be 
accountable for the number of recruits they 
graduate. Texas basketball coach Tom Pen- 
ders says, “What bothers me is, schools 
take a kid who is a high-risk student and 
don’t graduate him; [they] in effect use the 


Georgetown coach John Thompson's walkout protested Prop 42. 


impact of Proposition 48 yet, since it didn’t 
go into effect until 1986. However, Schiller 
says, “Proposition 48 is working. Average 
SAT and ACT scores have risen [among] 
scholarship athletes.” 

The argument that many of the Proposi- 
tion 48 recruits should be given the chance 
to succeed in college is supported by re- 
search conducted by Northeastern Univer- 
sity’s Center for the Study of Sport in 
Society, headed by Richard Lapchick. A 
study by the center showed that 79% of 
Proposition 48 cases achieved what was 
termed “good academic standing” during 
the 1988-89 school year. Among the best 
advertisements for admission of Proposition 
48 kids are the reigning national champions 
of football and basketball. Had Proposal 42 
been in place, Notre Dame quarterback 
Tony Rice and Michigan guard Rumeal 
Robinson would have been denied athletic 
scholarships coming out of high school. 

Even Georgia’s Dooley, who favors fur- 
ther academic reform in the future, sees 
compromise coming in Dallas, particularly 
over the standardized testing. He sees a 
possible return to the sliding scale that was 
included temporarily in the original Proposi- 
tion 48 legislation. That would allow a 
recruit who makes as low as 660 on the SAT 
to qualify for Proposition 48 if his grade 
point average exceeds 2.0 by the same ratio. 


kid for a few years, then spit him out. Ifa kid 
plays four years of varsity basketball and 
doesn’t graduate, it’s kind of obvious what’s 
going on.” 

Chaney would like to see scholarship 
allowances tied to graduation rate, allowing 
a recruit five years to graduate. His idea is 
not to deny the subpar student a scholarship 
(ala Proposal 42) or to make him sit out as 
freshman (a la Proposition 48). He prefers 
to give him that freshman year as a chance 
to prove himself academically. “If he doesn’t 
make it after the first year,” Chaney says, 
“he doesn’t get to play.” 

As for the next convention and chances 
for re-passage, opinions differ. Says North- 
eastern’s Lapchick: “I don’t think it has a 
chance of passing in its current form.” 
Chaney takes a pessimistic stance. “Once 
people run for the hills, it’s very difficult to 
get them out,” he says. “When people have a 
tendency to offer unkind and unequal pun- 
ishment for whatever reason, they become 
very stubborn about it. And educators have 
shown me they are very, very unconcerned 
about athletics and the direction in which 
athletics are going.” i 


College athletics expert JEFF MILLER 
passed a pretty tough test himself with this 
work on a complex subject. Jeff contributed to 
our college hoops ratings section last month. 
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Mario Lemieux and Wayne Gretzky 
are hockey’s lords of the rink. 


HOCKEY RATINGS & INSIDE STUFF 


THE ONCE 
AND FUTURE KING 


If there is any significance to 
trends, Wayne Gretzky is a shot 
property on an irreversible decline 
while Mario Lemieux will dominate 
with greater vigor as the 1990s 
unfold. Why argue? The figures tell 
it all. Pittsburgh’s “Le Magnifique” 
led the NHL in scoring during 
1987-88, and last year not only 
repeated but left The Great One 
stumbling some 31 points behind. 

Those are the stats, but they 
didn’t write a book called “How To 
Lie With Statistics” for nothing. 
The stats fib when it comes to the 
titillating Gretzky-Lemieux debate, 
and it all has to do with intangibles. 


Gretzky: Agile on ice 
—and with the press. 


How many points do you get for 
teamsmanship? What kind of figure 
do you place on one man’s ability 
to restore a washed-up player to 
at least temporary stardom, as 
Gretzky did? 

One.can only wonder what effect 
a Lemieux would have had on the 
Los Angeles Kings if he and not 
Gretzky had signed on to lead the 
Lotusland Klodhoppers out of the 
NHL wilderness. The answer is, 
there is no way Lemieux could have 
done as well, because, at least for 
now, the huge French-Canadian 
lacks that difficult-to-obtain com- 
modity known as stage presence. 


The Gretzky presence was most 
telling when it came to the Kings’ 
renaissance. It was not so much that 
he lifted a moribund franchise that 
was on a treadmill to oblivion. Gal- 
vanizing the Kings into a second- 
place finish—even ahead of the 
then-Stanley Cup champion Edmon- 
ton Oilers—was accomplishment 
enough. Rather, it was his catalytic 
effect on teammates such as Bernie 
Nicholls and John Tonelli, who took 
an almost magical view of the man. 
Nicholls escalated his reverence to 
an unusual plane when he employed 
Gretzky as his financial-contrac- 
tural counselor before signing his 
new pact. Of course, The Great One 
didn’t send a bill. 

A year ago Nicholls was regarded 
as a player with unfulfilled poten- 
tial. His highest goal total was 46 in 
1984-85. With Gretzky casting the 
spell, Bernie collected an astonish- 
ing 70 goals and flowered into a 
bona fide superstar. “Wayne was 
the key,” admits Nicholls. 

Meanwhile, Tonelli had been cast 
adrift after being regarded as too 
slow and too indolent for the Cal- 
gary Flames. At age 31 he looked to 
be no more than a fourth-liner with 
a 10-goal limit in L.A. He finished 
with 31 red lights—and it wasn’t 
because of the California sunshine. 

The Gretzky presence also was 
evident in his media relations— 
arguably the best of any dominant 
player in any sport. With precious 
few exceptions, the media love 
Gretzky, which may help explain 
why he easily outpointed Lemieux 
in newsman balloting for the Hart 
Trophy for MVP despite Lemieux’s 
sizeable lead in the scoring race. 
Too often Le Magnifique appears to 
be a prima donna; his obvious un- 
happiness with Gretzky's Hart tri- 
umph last spring was a big turnoff 
for many media types. 

“Mario obviously is tremen- 
dously talented,” says Vancouver 
Canucks coach Bob McCammon, 
“but he hasn’t proven that much yet. 
Wayne has been on four Stanley Cup 
winners, and Mario none.” 

Unfair enough. Too little has 
been mentioned about The Le- 
mieux Factor vis-a-vis restoring 
teammates to new hockey lives. 
Exhibit A is Paul Coffey, who blos- 
somed again as not only a Norris 
Trophy-type defenseman with 
Mario's encouragement, but also 
did more team-leading than he ever 
did in Edmonton. 

Then there’s the Rob Brown 
saga. Teamed with Lemieux in his 
first full season, the often-vexing 


kid finished fifth in the NHL scoring 
race with 49 goals, 66 assists, and 
115 points. It never could have 
happened without Lemieux. Ditto 
Dan Quinn, who had been on the 
brink of departure until Lemieux 
began doling out passes. Quinn 
wound up with 34 goals and 94 
points. 

His critics have bashed Lemieux 
for being a dog defensively. Obvi- 
ously they couldn’t have been 
watching the Rangers-Penguins 
playoff, during which Lemieux 
blanketed the Blueshirts with big- 
time backchecking as well as in- 
sightful penalty killing. 

In terms of sheer skill, factor by 
factor, the competition between 
Gretzky and Lemieux is rapidly 
coming to a close. Lemieux skates 
faster, shoots harder, stick-handles 
as well, and certainly utilizes his 
abundant body to much more advan- 
tage than Gretzky handles his frag- 
ile fuselage. 

At age 24, Lemieux is still get- 
ting better despite some very mod- 
est Penguins talent. Gretzky, three 
years older, is betraying signs of 
fatigue, both mentally and physi- 
cally. His contributions are incal- 
culable and have been duly re- 
corded, but his day has come and is 
going. The 1990s belong to Le- 
mieux—and if he ever masters the 
art of public relations, he'll likely 
win eight Hart Trophies in a row for 
himself. —Stan Fischler 


PUT A PREMIUM ON 
EUROPEAN FINESSE 


A minute after he had introduced 
his Soviet aces, Viacheslav Fetisov 
and Sergei Starikov, to the media 
last summer, New Jersey Devils 
president Lou Lamoriello asserted 
that he expected a trickle of “three 
or four” Soviets a year joining the 
NHL ranks. Adding those to the 
swelling numbers of Finns, 
Swedes, and Czechs already in the 
NHL and on the way, you have a 


Hakan Loob spurned a Cup 
in Calgary for Sweden. 


blend of talent that, for better and 
worse, has internationalized the big 
league overnight. In truth, no major 
sports league has experienced such 
a traumatic style and talent turn- 
about as the NHL, which began 
when Borje Salming demonstrated 
more than a decade ago that he 
wasn't a “Chicken Swede.” 

A league that once prided itself on 
its all-Canadian personnel makeup 
has moved so dramatically in the 
other direction that this year a 
Swede, Mats Sundin, became the 
first European player ever to be 
taken first overall in the entry draft. 
And no less than 18 Soviets were 
chosen, not to mention a busload of 
Americans. 

What this means is that the NHL 
is undergoing a crisis of styles. 
Unless it decides once and for all 
which way it is moving—artistry or 
goonery—confusion will reign and 
the game will suffer. 

The problem is seen most simply 
in the dearth of individual stars and 
the surplus of characterless, inter- 
changeable no-names. Subtract 
Mario Lemieux, Wayne Gretzky, 


Borje Salming [below] had 
to mix it up to fit in. 
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.*% impossible odds, because to 
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takes a Marine. 
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that is, if you can Marines 
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cap degeneration. This disorder is acommon 
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and a handful of other talents, and you are left 
with precious little in the way of marquee-value 
personality. 

Hockey has headed in this direction in part 
because the Philadelphia Flyers proved they could 
win two Stanley Cups with a distillation of back- 
alley bopping, intimidation, hard work, and great 
goaltending, courtesy of Bernie Parent. 

Soon, teams which who hadn’t known how to 
spell goon were on the prowl for a Dave Schultz 
clone, and now there isn’t a club in the league that 
thinks it can survive without at least two en- 
forcers. At the draft last June, for example, 
Rangers assistant general manager Joe Bucchino 
bragged that his picks were a bunch of big, mean 
critters. 

The trouble is, such intimidators clash directly 
with the speed-and-style types who are coming 
over in greater and greater numbers from Eu- 
rope. The Mats Sundins and Viacheslav Fetisovs 
of the world want to play hockey the way it was 
meant to be played. If they are permitted to do so, 
the NHL will add an extra dimension of talent and 
character that has been lacking for too long. 

The way it is now, a European ace comes to 
North America and must adjust his style to the 
more confining, less-skillful technique of the 
contemporary NHL game. 

Take the art of stick-handling as an example. 
Like dribbling in basketball, it can be one of the 
most entertaining aspects of the sport, yet the 
very nature of hockey in 1989 diminishes stick- 
handling’s value. 

You can see the difference on any given NHL 
rush. A forward carries the puck to center ice, 
feels unsure about his stick-handling, and fires 
the rubber off the protective glass and into the 
endboards. “Dump-and-chase” has gone from an 
option play to the move to make. What it does is 
devalue artistry in favor of the most primitive 
aspect of the sport: a pond-hockey chase to see 
who can get there first. 

Asking a European star to adapt to dump-and- 
chase is like asking Picasso to work with a paint 
roller. As a result, many Europeans are return- 
ing home, although the money is significantly 
bigger over here. 

The Washington Capitals offered Bengt 
Gustaffson a bundle to play another couple of 
years at Capital Centre, but he said thanks but no 
thanks and returned to Sweden. Ditto Hakan 
Loob of the Stanley Cup champion Calgary 
Flames. Frederik Olausson, the gifted Winnipeg 
Jets defenseman, has another year on his NHL 
contract, but chose to break his pact and play in 
Europe. 

There's an obvious solution to the problem, and 
it has everything to do with league policy. Despite 
much talk and many moves to clean up the game, 
the NHL has yet to explicitly define what it 
considers the most saleable form of its product 
and how it should be marketed. 

Everyone but visor-manufacturers agrees that 
rampant high-sticking—now at epidemic propor- 
tions—has contaminated the game and is much 
more career-threatening than fights, yet precious 
little has been done to curb the practice. Penal- 
ties are given, yes, but they relatively are so mild 
they have made virtually no impact on the 
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players, and so the practice continues with no 
significant letup. 

Once and for all, the NHL should declare 
unrestricted war on high sticks by ruling the 
hockey stick can be used for only two purposes: 
shooting and poke checking, period. Its use for 
any other reason—slashing, butt-ending, high- 
sticking—should result in the most severe penal- 
ties and suspensions. 

Dump-and-chase has to go, too, but how? 
Simple: Institute a new rule that forbids shooting 
the puck into the zone from center ice. Make it 
compulsory to stick-handle or pass the puck over 
the enemy blue line to enter the offensive zone. 
That will force North Americans to learn how to 
stick-handle again, and enable the skilled Euro- 
peans to perform their art in optimum conditions. 

Now that the NHL has gone European, the 
league must get the most out ofits imports, rather 
than cramp their style. NHL president John 
Ziegler must ascertain once and for all just what 
kind of spectacle his outfit wants to display. 

Most critics agree the best hockey seen in the 
past two decades involved games between NHL 
All-Stars and their Soviet counterparts. The 1972 
Team Canada-USSR series is one of several good 
examples. What these games invariably featured 
was Classic stick-handling, end-to-end rushes, 
brilliant passing, and, significantly, no fighting or 
Broad Street bullying. 

With players such as Fetisov, Starikov, and 
their comrades enriching the NHL, it’s time for 
the 21 teams to exploit the best skills of the 
imports by developing rules that once and for all 
will produce quality hockey, not a quantity of 
hooliganism. —S.F 


NORRIS, AS IN POROUS 


Here’s why the NHL’ doormat division will get 
skated over again this season: 

1. Panic in Detroit. Bob Probert and Petr Klima 
are two of the Red Wings’ best players. Unfortu- 
nately, Probert got arrested with cocaine in his 
underwear and Klima has been repeatedly ar- 
rested for drunk driving. Losing two key players 
without compensation could drop Detroit, once a 
Stanley Cup hopeful, back into the pack. 

2. Cranky old Harold Ballard. Though feisty and 
folksy, Ballard is one of the more hated GMs. 
Why? His quirky decision-making has made the 
Toronto Maple Leafs the NHL's worst organiza- 
tion by a wide margin. Their 289 points in the past 
five years ranks them last in the league. 

3. Goofy playoff format. With the hapless Ma- 
ple Leafs in the division, the other four Norris 
teams figure they can make the playoffs in their 
sleep—and they often have. Until the NHL starts 
taking the top eight teams in each conference into 
the playoffs, Norris teams will remain compla- 
cent. 

4. Fiscal Blues. In the past five years the St. 
Louis Blues have won two division titles and 
compiled the best overall Norris record. But why 
can’t they break their .500 mold? With an old 
arena, a bad lease, and no broadcasting revenue to 
speak of, they are one of their league's poorest 
teams. 

5. Looking for No. 1. In 1986 Detroit picked Joe 
Murphy No. 1 overall. In 1983 the Stars took 


Rick Tocchet and Dean 
Chynoweth: Oil and water. 
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Brian Lawton first overall. They are slugs. So are 
too many other Norris first-rounders, including 
Ken Yaremchuk (Chicago, 1982), David Quinn 
(Minnesota, 1984), and Jim Benning and Gary 
Nylund (Toronto, 1981, ’82). —JEFF GORDON 


HOCKEY’S BEST FEUDS 


1. Ron Hextall vs. ‘The World’: Start off with 
Chris Chelios and Tomas Sandstrom, then the 
line forms on the right. 

2. Michel Bergeron vs. Kerry Fraser: The vol- 
atile coach is paranoid when it comes to this 
excellent referee. If Bergie keeps up the harass- 
ment this year, he'll be in bigger trouble than 
ever. 

3. Sylvain Turgeon vs. the Whalers: Sy! won't 
soon forget the anti-French (“Frog” and “Toad”) 
cracks he heard for too long in the acrimonious 
Hartford dressing room. This could be his reaw- 
akening call. 

4. Dean Chynoweth vs. Rick Tocchet: The Is- 
landers defenseman lost his rookie season after 
taking a thumb in the eye from Philly’s fire-eater. 
With nine months to stew about it, Dean should be 
good and mad. 

5. Wayne Gretzky vs. Glen Sather: Those pre- 
playoff barbs hurled Edmonton way by The Great 
One were designed to grate on Slats—and they 
did. Knocking Edmonton out of the playoffs in 
seven added to the oil spill. —S.F 


PLUM PICKS IN THE ’80S 


Changes in the draft rules made the last three 
lotteries very iffy after the first three rounds. Before 
these changes, especially in 1980 and 1984, shrewd 
organizations with sharp eyes for talent beefed up 
in the later rounds. 

Here are the best drafts of this decade: 

1. Canadiens, 1984. They had an extra second- 
round pick, so they traded it and goaltender Rick 
Wamsley to St. Louis for an extra No. 1 pick anda 
second-round switch. Here is what the Habs got 
with their first four picks: Petr Svoboda (fifth), 
Shayne Corson (ninth), Stephane Richer (29th), 
and Patrick Roy (51st). 

2. Flames, 1984. GM Cliff Fletcher scored 
early and late, picking tough-guy Gary Roberts 
(12th), hot prospects Ken Sabourin (33rd) and 
Paul Ranheim (39th), sniper Brett Hull (117th), 
talented Czech Jiri Hrdina (159th), and a fabulous 
defenseman, Gary Suter (180th). 

3. Flyers, 1983. Lacking a first-round pick, 
Philadelphia still came up with four front-line 
players: Peter Zezel (41st), Derrick Smith (44th), 
Rick Tocchet (121st), and Pelle Eklund (16lst). 

4. Bruins, 1980. How many GMs go four-for- 
four to open a draft—and without a second-round 
pick? Harry Sinden did this year, nabbing solid 
pros Barry Pederson (18th), Tom Fergus (60th), 
Steve Kasper (81st), and Randy Hillier (102nd). 
And Michael Thelven was a bargain at 186th. 

5. Rangers, 1981. After whiffing in the hard-to- 
miss 1980 draft, New York started strong with 
James Patrick (ninth) and kept going with checker 
Jan Erixon (30th), serviceable Peter Sundstrom 
(50th), and superstar goaltender John Vanbies- 
brouck (72nd). —J. G. 
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TEAMS 
ON THE RISE 


1. New Jersey Devils. GM Lou 
Lamoriello refused to be pressured 
by the media into a hurry-up deal 
during his club's 1988-89 explora- 
tion of the NHL outhouse. But he 
seized an opportunity last spring, 
landing Three Stooges’ curator 
Walt Poddubny, who will score 40, 
and Reijo (Rexy) Ruotsalainen as 
power-play point man. The addition 
of world-class Soviet defensemen 
Viacheslav Fetisov and Sergei Star- 
ikov gives the Devs the best D in 
the Patrick Division. Captain Kirk 
Muller is ready for a career year, 
while goalie Sean Burke should 
become the new Grant Fuhr. Bren- 
dan Shanahan is ready to show why 
he was a top draft pick in 1987. 

2. Vancouver Canucks. Usually 
games are won on the ice, but the 
Canucks are proving that a bang-up 
front office—prez Pat Quinn and 
aides Brian Burke and Bob McCam- 
mon—can compensate for a talent 
deficit. Last year’s brilliant No. 1 
draft pick, Trevor Linden, looks like 
a West Coast edition of Steve Yzer- 
man. Kirk McLean is flowering into 
an All-Star goalie, and Petri Skriko 
may be the most underrated left 
wing in captivity. Soviet ace Igor 
Larionov should fit right in without 
breaking stride. If Quinn can lure 
another Soviet, Pavel Bure, to 
B.C., he'll have the best young 
European right wing. The Canucks 
will even look better; they'll open 
with new uniforms. 

3. Chicago Blackhawks. His lord- 
ship, Mike Keenan, survived a 
near-mutiny better than Captain 
Queeg of the U.S.S. Caine. With the 
troops in line and knowing who's 
boss, Keenan will mold a winner in 
his image. His foundation will be 
goalie Alain Chevrier, who became 
a Windy City hero faster than Nancy 
Faust can pump the Stadium organ. 
Prodigy Jeremy Roenick will show 
moves even he hasn't dreamed of 
yet, and a healthy Steve Thomas 
has 40 goals on his stick. The 
sleeper is Rambo-like defenseman 
Dave Manson, who has trans- 
cended the goonery stage into All- 
Star country. No, the Hawks’ play- 
off run was no illusion, —S.F 


TEAMS 
ON THE DOWNFALL 


1. New York Rangers. A club that 
struggled in the offseason to find a 
GM, ahead coach, and an identity is 
a team skating in quicksand. A 


major concern is the tailing off of 
rookie surprise Tony Granato, not 
to mention aging mainstays Ron 
Greschner, Chris Nilan, and Kelly 
Kisio. Tack on John Vanbiesbrouck’s 
uncertain goaltending, and you 
have big trouble. 

2. Detroit Red Wings. As the 
Mandrake of hockey, coach Jacques 
Demers has delivered many a magic 
trick, but straightening out this 
ragamuffin team will strain even his 
vast resources. Newlywed Steve 
Yzerman simply can’t carry a club 
that has permanently lost Bob Pro- 
bert, never knows what to expect 
from Petr Klima, and is suffering 
from goaltender erosion. The addi- 
tion of ancients such as Borje Salm- 
ing, Bernie Federko, and Tony Mc- 
Kegney is an interesting gamble, 
but it could turn the Wings into the 
Flatwheel Express at homestretch 
time. Detroit's first-round playoff 
exit was a very telling portent of 
things to come. 

3. Montreal Canadiens. The 
Habs’ run to the Stanley Cup Finals 
was a noble one that conveniently 
deflected attention from several 
flaws in the machine—primarily a 
sputtering attack. Bobby Smith, 
Mats Naslund, Ryan Walter, and 
Bob Gainey are irreplaceable, but 
the heirs are airheads. Claude 
Lemieux couldn't cut it with incen- 
diary coach Pat Burns, and Steph- 
ane Richer seems cut from the 
same cardboard. Good as he is, 
Chris Chelios has become a marked 
man around the league—ask the 
Flyers or the Bruins—and may be 
looking over his shoulder. As his 
defense crumbles—bye-bye, Larry 
Robinson and Rick Green—Patrick 
Roy will see more rubber going over 
his shoulder and into the net. The 
bleu, blanc, et rouge may be turning 
into black and blue. —S. Fk 


NHL FANTASY 
POOLS 


Hockey pools are big business. 
Fantasy statistical leagues flourish 
in various forms across North 
America, and some fund-raising 
Canadian pools offer lottery-sized 
payoffs. 

So you want to make a killing in 
the hockey pool this year? The key 
will be selecting an emerging player 
who might surprise your competitors 
by outperforming big names. 

Here are a few suggestions: 

1. Joe Sakic, Nordiques. After a 
fabulous start, Sakic got banged up, 
then discouraged as the Nordiques 
crumbled last season. Still, he had 


Alain Chevrier’s a net 
asset for the Blackhawks. 


62 points in 70 games and could 
become another Steve Yzerman. 
The return of Michel Bergeron, the 
departure of rival center Walt Pod- 
dubny, and the addition of explosive 
rookie defenseman Bryan Fogarty 
should all aid Sakic. 

2. Dino Ciccarelli, Capitals. Al- 
ways a lock to score 40 goals, Dino 
is happier (and more dangerous) in 
Washington. In 17 regular-season 
and postseason games there, he 
inflicted Capitals punishment with 
15 goals. 

3. Igor Larionov, Canucks. What 
Vancouver needs is a creator, and 
here is the center who anchored the 
Soviets’ vaunted KLM line. Can he 
play 80 games in traffic? Can he 
have an impact on a conservative, 
low-scoring team? He will certainly 
get his chance. 

4. Jeremy Roenick, Blackhawks. 
Nobody will pick this kid, but he 
could score a point a game this 
season with Chicago. He’s an explo- 
sive skater, tough and very cre- 
ative, and had 18 points in 20 regu- 
lar-season games last season. 

5. Theoren Fleury, Flames. Many 
savvy fans will rally around this 
tough little fellow. He muscled into 
the talent-packed Flames lineup 
and scored 34 points in 36 regular- 
season games. He reminds you of 
teammate Doug Gilmour, but with 
less defense and more speed. 

With money on the line, the stun- 
ning Statistical regression of these 


falling stars proved traumatic for 


some fans last season: 


1. Michel Goulet, Nordiques. 
Hockey's best left wing slowed to a 
shocking crawl last season. In his 
previous five years Goulet averaged 
106 points; though he is only 29, he 
dropped to 64 points in 69 injury- 
plagued games. 

2. Stephane Richer, Canadiens. 
At 21 he pumped in 50 goals in 72 
games for Montreal. Here is the 
NHL's next superstar, right? 
Wrong. At 22 he took a dive. An 
early season slump, then an NHL 
suspension, then run-ins with 
tough-guy coach Pat Burns limited 
Richer to 25 goals in 68 games. 

3. Kirk Muller, Devils. In four 
NHL seasons his point production 
climbed from 54 to 66, 76, and 94 
points. Sensing a trend, this re- 
porter spent a first-round fantasy 
league pick on him. But Captain 
Kirk went into the tank with 74 
points and a scary minus-23 rating 
as the Devils went to hell. 

4. Mike Bullard, Blues. As a 
Flame Bullard scorched the league 
for a career-high 103 points two 
seasons back. Then Calgary traded 
him to St. Louis, where he made his 
trademark headlong rushes up the 
ice, but all by himself; he didn’t 
mesh with the Blues’ plodding 
bumpers and grinders. He had just 
four goals 20 games into the season 
and was traded to Philly where he 
finished with just 65 points. 

5. Glenn Anderson, Oilers. 
Wayne Gretzky's departure figured 
to sink some of the high-flying 
Oilers, and it did. While Jari Kurri 
and Esa Tikkanen coped, Ander- 
son’s goal-scoring plunged from 38 
to16. Ouch! —J. G. 
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By BOB KLAPISCH 


HEY’RE USUALLY SMALL AND 

fast and tough, and their finest 

moments in life are when they're 
playing I Dare You with a pitcher. We're 
talking about leadoff hitters. The good ones 
never blink when they’re playing mind 
games. 

Sometimes I Dare You is played at the 
plate, when the pitcher is behind in the 
count. Throw a strike, the leadoff man says 
with his eyes. I know you don’t want to walk 
me. | Dare You continues on the basepaths. 
Leadoff men take big leads. They want you 


Samuel’s power promises 
some Ist-inning homers. 


BASE 


In order to heat up your offense, 
you have to have a guy at the top 
to jump-start a sputtering attack 


to throw over to first | 
—once, twice, three 
times. I dare you or 
your catcher to throw 
me out. 

If a contending team 
has any vision of playing baseball in October 
a quality leadoff hitter is a must. Recent 
history shows the importance: The domi- 
nant teams of the 1970s, the A’s and Reds, 
were known as power teams. But Oakland 
had Bert Campaneris and the Reds had Pete 
Rose, arguably the best No. 1 hitters in their 
respective leagues during that era. And the 
Yankees of the late ’70s made three succes- 
sive Series appearances—no, not after they 
signed Goose Gossage and Reggie Jackson, 
but after they fleeced leadoff man Mickey 
Rivers from the Angels. 

Mike Schmidt once said that between 
Lenny Dykstra and Wally Backman, the 
1986 New York Mets had their true MVP. 
“Those guys are pests,” Schmidt said. That 
made Dykstra beam. Even Backman—who 
batted second—was like a second leadoff 
hitter. 

That’s why two of the most significant 
trades of the ’89 season involved teams 
looking for new leadoff men to spark them 
into the playoffs. The A’s brought Rickey 
Henderson back home from New York in 
June, when they were seeking an extra 
component in their tougher-than-expected 
pennant race. And the Mets traded away 
Dykstra in a deal that brought Juan Samuel 
from the Phillies. 

The Mets were looking for more offense 
at the top of the order, or, as manager Davey 
Johnson said, “someone who could jump- 
start our offense. There’s no better guy 
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than Samuel.” The A’s and Mets knew 
Henderson and Samuel—tough and fast and 
quick with the bat—had something in com- 
mon: They're true leadoff men. 


LEADOFF TERRORIST: HIS 

name is Samuel. His name is Vince 

Coleman. His name is Brett But- 
ler. But let’s be honest: If we characterize 
the prototype leadoff hitter as the guy with 
power and speed, we're talking about Rickey 
Henderson. Even Johnson concedes, “There 
isn’t a manager in baseball who wouldn't 
want to have Rickey as his leadoff guy. Just 
look at the number of runs he’s scored in his 
career. How many times has he finished 
above 100?” 

A look at the pressures Henderson cre- 
ates: 

@ He gets on base. In slightly less than 10 
full big-league seasons (including ’89) he has 
had 80 or more walks nine times, including 
the last eight years in a row. He has a career 
.292 batting average and a .398 on-base av- 
erage. 

e@ He steals bases. The career leader 
among active players with 845 stolen bases 
(by mid-August ’89). Henderson had 93 in 
1988, and this year he was on his way to his 
ninth AL steals title. His career success 
rate is 81%, and in ’88 seven of the 13 times 
he was charged with a caught-stealing came 
when he was picked off. He stole three or 
more bases in a game 10 times in 1988 and 


has stolen four bases in a game 14 times in 
his career. This year he once stole five bases 
ina game! 

@ He puts the ball in play. Henderson is 
no Wade Boggs when it comes to making 
contact, but he has struck out only 712 times 
(compared to 938 walks) in his big-league 
career and averages a strikeout only once 
every 8.2 at-bats. 

© He produces runs. Though Henderson 
has never driven in more than 74 runs in a 
season, add his RBIs to his runs scored 
(1,141 in 1,405 games, including 100 or more 
seven times), and Henderson has averaged 
1.2 runs produced during his big-league 
career, including 1.4 in his four years with 
the Yankees. 

“The leadoff hitter is the guy who gets 
your offense going,” says Jim Lefebrve, the 
manager of the Seattle Mariners. “The 
game’s about to get started, and the other 
team’s pitcher is down in the bullpen, and 
your guys can hear the ball popping. Every- 
body’s talking, ‘Boy, that guy's got good 
stuff.’ Then your first batter goes up there 
and hits a line drive up the middle or gets a 
walk, and gets something started. The guy 
on the mound is thinking, ‘I thought I had 
good stuff.” Your guys on the bench are 
thinking, ‘We've got something going.’” 

The Dodgers’ Tom Lasorda compares the 
leadoff situation to basketball. “The leadoff 
hitter is your point guard,” says Lasorda. 
“He sets the table. He feeds the big men and 


the big men put the ball in the basket, just 
like the big men drive in the runs. The home 
run is going to come, but you'd like it to be a 
two-run or three-run shot instead ofa solo.” 

In answer to Johnson's question, Hender- 
son has scored 100-plus runs seven times in 
his career, and—this ought to make Davey 
breath hard—the Man of Steal has 38 
career leadoff home runs, surpassing Bobby 
Bonds, the previous record-holder with 35. 
Interested in digesting more numbers? 
Here we go. 

In 1988, what many considered a so-so 
year for Henderson, he still hit .304 leading 
off an inning and posted a 3.99 on-base 
percentage. In what are called late-inning 
pressure situations—any plate appearance 
occurring in the 7th inning or later, with the 
score tied or with the batter’s team trailing 
by one, two, or three runs (or four if the 
bases are loaded)—Henderson stepped it up 
to .328 with a .413 on-base average. As a 
leadoff hitter in late-inning pressure sce- 
narios last year, Rickey was on base an 
astounding 42.9% of the time. 

Still hungry for numbers? Henderson has 
a career .342 average with runners in 
scoring position in late-inning pressure 
spots, and he has a .395 career on-base 
average leading off innings. Put these stats 
in the blender, and you get is this: Rickey is 
one tough dude late in the game, especially 
when he leads off. 

So how did the A’s pluck him away from 
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When Henderson gets on, 
pitchers keep him busy. 


the Yankees? It’s no surprise: Money was 
the catalyst. Henderson was in the final 
season of a five-year contract with New 
York, earning $2.12 million in ’89. Hender- 
son—who had the threat of free agency on 
his side—wanted an average of $3 million 
for three more years. The Yankees were 
trying to keep Henderson to a maximum 
average of $2.4 million. 

This was June, and Henderson was hitting 
only .251. The Yankees privately believed 
Rickey’s skills were diminishing; he’d been 
caught stealing eight times in 33 attempts, 
sometimes by wide margins. Still, Hender- 
son maintained, “with a leadoff guy, you 
don’t consider average or anything else. It’s 
the on-base [average] that’s important, and 
mine is right up there.” 

June became mid-June. Henderson came 
down to a $2.8 million average for three 
years, close enough to the Yankees’ original 
$2.4 average that GM Bob Quinn said, “We 
could’ve gotten it done by the All-Star 
break.” Yet Henderson lost patience with 
the talks, finally deciding “it was time. I 
knew that if we didn’t come to an agreement 
by the All-Star break, I’d be a free agent 
anyway. I had the opportunity to do it. I 
decided to go back home.” 

Henderson didn’t need to translate: Oak- 
land is where he started his career in 1979, 
playing there until the A's traded him to New 
York after the ’84 season. Now the A’s parted 
with left fielder Luis Polonia, lefthander 
Greg Cadaret, and righty Eric Plunk. Would 
Henderson help? You know the answer to 
that, and a team-record five steals ina game 
in late July just punctuated it. A more 
important question for the A’s is: Will they 


Rose led Cincy to four 
World Series in the ’70s. 


be able to satisfy Henderson in the off- 
season? Sandy Alderson, Oakland’s vice 
president of baseball operations said, “We're 
confident of that, but we're also aware that it 
might not happen. We have other players in 
the last years of their contracts, and we 
have no plans to deal with them until after 
the season.” 

The A’s were ecstatic to have Henderson 
back, and some Yankees were equally disap- 
pointed. Jesse Barfield said, “Rickey was a 
catalyst to the ballclub.” Don Mattingly 
added, “It’s tough losing Rickey. It kind of 
makes you remember anyone can go. But I 
guess I already knew that.” Not that Polo- 
nia—who assumed Henderson's position in 
left—didn’t try to erase Rickey’s legacy. 
Bluntly, he said, “I want people to forget 
Rickey Henderson.” 

To which Henderson just sneered and 
said, “Luis Polonia saying he can make 
people forget about me? People aren't going 
to forget about me. When people start 
forgetting about me, baseball’s over. Tell 
him I rewrote the book. Something's got to 
be wrong with him. I’ma legend.” 

Even Davey Johnson agrees with that. He 
likens Henderson to Bobby Bonds, whom 
Johnson calls, “The most awesome leadoff 
hitter in my era.” They're clones, Henderson 
and Bonds. One swing, and you have a 1-0, 
lst-inning lead. Managers love that. But if 
Henderson's muscles are so big, wouldn't it 
make equal sense to bat him third or fourth, 
when a home run pays fatter dividends? 

As a manager—and remember all man- 
agers are greedy for offense—wouldn't 
Johnson feel cheated by just one run from a 
Henderson homer? Johnson paused, taking a 
deep breath to measure his words. Finally, 
he shook his head and said, “All I know is, if 
Rickey Henderson or Juan Samuel hits lead- 
off, he’s going to get up more times than 
anyone else in my order. And that’s what I 
want for a good hitter—at-bats. Aside from 
the Ist inning, the rest of the game he'll be a 
threat with runners on base.” 

“People say you only lead off once a game, 
and there may be days when the Ist inning is 
the only inning he comes up with no outs and 
nobody on,” says Lefebrve, “but he plays a 
big role the whole game. You build a batting 
order, and he’s where it starts. He's a guy 
who is going to hit five times a game. If he 
gets on, the No. 2 guy is going to hit five 
times a game, and then your big guys, the 
3-4-5 guys, come up. The leadoff hitter gets 
those guys up.” 

San Francisco general manager Al Rosen 
went shopping in the winter of ’87 for aman 
who could fill the leadoff role successfully. 
The fact that the Giants are the odds-on 
favorite to take the NL West, and that No. 3 
hitter Will Clark and No. 4 hitter Kevin 
Mitchell could be the first teammates to 


finish one-two in the RBI race since Tony 
Armas and Jim Rice of Boston in '84, can be 
partially credited to the success of the man 
Rosen found, Brett Butler. Butler won't hit 
the ball out, but he creates havoc on the 
bases. 

“Most of all, I like somebody who can 
run,” says Rosen, “preferably a left-handed 
hitter who can make good contact and has 
the extra step in getting down the line. He 
has to have patience. If he looks the pitches 
over, he gives the other guys a feel for the 
pitcher. You want a guy who with an 0-2 
count will take a pitch.” 


OU SEE, JOHNSON ISN’T A SNOB 
about his runs. He understands one 
thing: In the first half of the season, 
the Mets were averaging a skinny 3.89 runs 
per game, down almost 15 points from last 
year’s team average. Roger McDowell had 
lost his sinker, and for that reason he was 


Henderson combines great 
speed and occasional pop. 


suddenly available real estate. And as for 
Dykstra . . . well, trading Dykstra wasn’t 
easy for Johnson, especially because Lenny 
was what the ’86 Mets were all about— 
arrogant, talented, with a screw-you atti- 
tude that infuriated the NL. 

But Johnson saw a subtle change in Dyk- 
stra in the three years since that 108-win 
season: Namely, Dykstra fell in love with 
the home run. His swing took on an upper- 
cut, and as the manager put it, “Lenny 
stopped bunting, drawing walks, doing all 
the little things that made him so valuable to 
us in the beginning. His on-base average 
went down every year after ’86.” 

Maybe Dykstra was trying too hard to 
make an impression on Johnson. Lenny 
wanted to play every day and—considering 
Johnson's obsession with offense—what 
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Batters can look fastball 
with Samuel on first. 


better way to seduce the manager than with 


doubles and maybe even a few dingers? But 
Dykstra isn’t Darryl Strawberry, and his 
game suffered. Hence, he never got the at- 
bats he craved, and was imprisoned in a 
perpetual platoon with since-departed 
Mookie Wilson. 

That’s one reason Dykstra didn’t mourn 
after being traded for Samuel. “I’m not into 
that sentimental stuff anyway,” Dykstra 
said. “All I wanted to do was play, and now 
I’m hoping to get my chance. I’m 26. It was 
time to start doing things with my career, 
and the only way I was going to do it was 
with 500 at-bats a season. I wasn’t getting 
that with the Mets. I never would've, either. 
It’s a good trade for both teams, because 
Samuel is a good player too.” 

No one questioned that, not even the most 
fanatical members of the Lenny-must-play 
army. The 28-year-old Samuel hit 28 HRs in 
1987, the most by a National League second 
baseman since—talk about irony—Davey 
Johnson set the record with the Braves with 
43 in 1973. In ’87 Samuel also drove in 100 
runs, becoming only the third second base- 
man in history to reach 80 extra-base hits. 

Still hungry for numbers? Samuel can sat- 
isfy you. He became the first player ever to 
reach double figures in doubles, triples, 
homers, and stolen bases in his first four 


seasons in the majors, and in 1988 led the 
Phillies in hits, total bases, RBIs, stolen 
bases, doubles, and triples. 

Yes, the Mets knew Samuel struck out 
often as a Philly—once every 3.96 at-bats— 
and was one of only three players to have at 
least 100 K’s in each of the last three 
seasons. And no, Samuel doesn’t walk 
enough to be a flawless leadoff hitter; his on- 
base average isn’t significantly higher than 
his batting average. But he can hit. 

And no one has to worry about Samuel's 
legs. He's faster than any Met from home to 
first. A two-bouncer up the middle, and any 
shortstop is in trouble. In that sense Samuel 
and Henderson are equals: put them on 
first, and if you blink twice they could be on 
third. Both have the ability to intimidate 
pitchers—and that’s the primary reason 
Johnson doesn’t use Samuel as a No. 3 hitter. 

After all, Samuel could easily be an RBI 
man. He hits the ball far enough for that. 
The Dominican-born outfielder nodded at 
the possibility. As a Philly, he said, “I batted 
just about everywhere in the lineup. You 
name it—first, second, third, fourth, 
fifth—and I was there. But it never mat- 
tered much to me. I’m always looking to 
drive the ball somewhere, regardless of 
where I bat.” 

Adds Paul Molitor of the Milwaukee 
Brewers, one of the best leadoff men in the 
game, “The leadoff role is important even 
when it isn’t leading off the game. Your turn 


is always in front of the best hitters, 
whether there’s one out, two outs, or you are 
leading off. From a mental aspect, when the 
top of the lineup starts coming to the plate, 
in the middle of an inning or whenever, you 
start thinking things can happen.” 

Johnson reasoned this way: With Samuel 
leading off—and, he hopes, on first base— 
No. 2 hitter Dave Magadan gets a guaran- 
teed supply of fastballs. The Mets consider 
Magadan their most patient young hitter, 
best qualified for hit-and-run finesse. Be- 
sides, the Mets don’t have a real leadoff 
hitter other than Samuel. Some have sug- 
gested Gregg Jefferies, but Johnson shook 
his head and said, “Not now.” 

Not now. That means: Let the rookie 
grow up first. It’s been a harsh debut for 
Jefferies in 1989. His average was mired 
below .230 for the entire first half. The last 
thing Jefferies needed was the weight of 
batting leadoff. Leave that to Samuel, who 
said, “I’m awfully glad to be here.” 

So are the Mets, who were hoping—no, 
praying—the trade would mean a busy 
October. The As were saying the same 
prayers. Call it the Rickey and Juan experi- 
ment. It made for many, many tightly- 
crossed fingers. fl 


BOB KLAPISCH has an edge on every team 
in baseball; he'll enjoy the World Series no 
matter what he hits. Baseball writer Tracy 
Ringolsby also contributed to this article. 
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CREATIVITY VS. 
CARELESSNESS 


Recently coming into vogue among NBA stat freaks as a 
way of measuring a player's effectiveness is the assist-to- 
turnover ratio. The statistic has achieved prominence as 
a method of comparing a player's creativity to his ability 
to take care of the basketball. Many of the league leaders 
in turnovers are also among the leaders in assists. Assist- 
to-turnover ratio, then, attempts to give a player credit 
for trying to create a scoring opportunity and risking a 
turnover; in effect, players are rewarded for trying to 
make something happen. Listed below are the assist-to- 
turnover ratios for all the league's starting point guards. 
If a team did not have a point guard play at least 2,000 
minutes, that team’s top two point guards are listed. 


BEST ASSIST-TO-TURNOVER RATIOS 


Rank Player, Team Asst. TO Ratio 
1. Tyrone Bogues, Hornets ..... 620 124 5.00 
2. Maurice Cheeks, 76ers ...... 554 116 4.78 
3. John Paxson, Bulls .......... 308 71 4.34 
4. John Stockton, Jazz ........ 1,118 308 3.63 
5. Michael Holton, Hornets ..... 424 119 3.56 
6. Lester Conner, Nets......... 604 181 3.34 
7. Glenn Rivers, Hawks ........ 525 158 3.32 
8. Nate McMillan, SuperSonics ..696 211 3.30 
9. Magic Johnson, Lakers ....... 988 312 3.17 

10. Terry Porter, Trail Blazers ...770 248 3.10 
11. Kevin Johnson, Suns......... 991 322 3.08 
12. Mark Price, Cavaliers ....... 631 212 2.98 
13. Eric Floyd, Rockets ......... 709 253 2.80 
14. Derek Harper, Mavericks ....570 205 2.78 
15. Mark Jackson, Knicks........ 619 226 2.74 
16. Michael Adams, Nuggets ..... 490 180 2.72 
17. Winston Garland, Warriors ...505 187 2.70 
18. Dennis Johnson, Celtics ...... 472 175 2.70 
19. Darrell Walker, Bullets ...... 496 184 2.70 
20. Vern Fleming, Pacers ........ 494 192 2.57 
21. Jay Humphries, Bucks ....... 405 160 2.53 
22. Kenny Smith, Kings......... 621 249 2.49 
23. Sam Vincent, Bulls.......... 335 142 2.36 
24. Isiah Thomas, Pistons ....... 663 298 2.22 
25. Rory Sparrow, Heat ......... 429 204 2.10 
26. Tom Garrick, Clippers ....... 243 116 2.09 
27. Gary Grant, Clippers ........ 506 258 1.96 
28. Vernon Maxwell, Spurs ...... 301 178 1.69 


By Jason Folkmanis 


SHOOT FIRST, 
ASK QUESTIONS LATER 


It’s relatively rare for an NHL player to get substantially 
more goals than assists. This is because on the average, 
1,6 assists are awarded for every goal scored—most 
goals are set up with more than one pass. Despite this 
handicap, some NHL players still manage to rack up high 
goal-to-assist ratios. Listed below are the NHL's top 10. 
(Minimum: 10 goals scored.) 


HIGHEST RATIO OF GOALS TO ASSISTS 
G 


Rank Player, Team A Ratio 
1. Kevin Stevens, Penguins ..... 12 3 4.00 
2. Tim Hunter, Flames......... 22 8 2.75 
3. Dan Vincelette, Blackhawks . .11 Ry ie 
4. Troy Loney, Penguins........ 10 OF 1.67 
5. Joe Nieuwendyk, Flames ..... SL (Sih 1165 
6. Dana Murzyn, Flames ....... ll Wie ble 
7. Petr Klima, Red Wings ...... 25 16 1.56 
8. Norm Lacombe, Oilers ....... Live sly e55 
9. Doug Brown, Devils ......... 15 10 1.50 
10. Tony McKegney, Blues....... 2p 17) 13547 
By Jason Folkmanis 
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GIVING CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE 


Since the inception of the three-point shot into the NBA in 1979, field-goal percentage has been a misleading statistic. 
When a player makes a three-pointer he’s actually making the equivalent of 11/2 shots, but this isn’t factored into field- 
goal percentage, which is dominated by big men who do most of their shooting in close. Listed below are the top 15 in 
adjusted field-goal percentage. Also listed is their rank in traditional field-goal percentage, to show how much the 
ability—or inability—to shoot three-pointers affects their position. The bonus field goals accumulated were counted 
toward the 300 field-goal minimum. 


ADJUSTED FIELD-GOAL PERCENTAGE 


Adj. Pre-Adj. Three- Pre-Adj. Adj. Pre-Adj. Adj. 
Rank Rank Player, Team Pointers FG FG FGA FG% FG% 
1. 1. Dennis Rodman, Pistons ......... 6 316 319.0 §31 595 -601 
D5 2. Charles Barkley, 76ers ......... 35 700 717.5 1,208 579 594 
3. 16. Mark Price, Cavaliers .......... 93 529 575.5 1,006 526 572 
4. 3. Robert Parish, Celtics ........... 0 596 596.0 1,045 -570 570 
55 4. Patrick Ewing, Knicks ........... 0 727 727.0 1,282 .567 567 
6. 106. Trent Tucker, Knicks .......... 118 263 322.0 579 454 556 
i@ 39. Dale Ellis, SuperSonics ........ 162 857 938.0 1,710 501 549 
8. 5. James Worthy, Lakers ........... 2 702 703.0 1,282 548 548 
9. 10. John Stockton, Jazz ............. 16 497 505.0 923 538 547 
10. 6. Kevin McHale, Celtics ........... 0 661 661.0 1,211 546 546 
ll. 11. Michael Jordan, Bulls ........... 27 966 979.5 1,795 538 546 
12. 7. Otis Thorpe, Rockets ............ 0 521 521.0 961 542 542 
13. 8. Benoit Benjamin, Clippers ....... 0 491 491.0 907 541 541 
14. 9. Larry Nance, Cavaliers .......... 0 496 496.0 920 539 -539 
15. 12. Brad Daugherty, Cavaliers ....... 1 544 544.5 1,012 -538 .538 
(Minimum: 300 adjusted field goals made.) 
By Jason Folkmanis 
BOARD WORK 


Rebounding statistics in the NBA are influenced by two variables: the number of minutes a player spent on the court 
and the number of rebounds available when he was out there. Listed below are the league's leaders in rebound 
percentage, which accounts for the variables. The percentage of possible minutes a player played is multiplied by the 
number of total rebounds involved in his games. This gives the number of rebounds available when that player was on 
the floor. Dividing the number of rebounds a player had into that number gives rebound percentage. This is the most 
effective way of measuring the league's best rebounders. 


REBOUNDING PERCENTAGE 
Total Player’s 
Poss Actual Rebs. Rebounds Player's 
Rank Player, Team Mins. Mins. Avail. Available Rebs. Rebound % 
1. Robert Parish, Celtics ...... Deter a 3,956 2,840 6,891 4,947 996 20.13 
2. Akeem Olajuwon, Rockets........... 3,966 3,024 7,338 5,595 1,105 19.75 
3. Dennis Rodman, Pistons ............ 3,961 2,208 7,019 3,913 772 19.73 
4. Charles Oakley, Knicks ............. 3,961 2,604 7,126 4,685 861 18.37 
5. Moses Malone, Hawks ............. 3,961 2,878 7,274 5,285 956 18.09 
6. Charles Barkley, 76ers ............. 3,956 3,088 7,060 5,511 986 17.89 
7. Kurt Rambis, Hornets .............. 3,956 2,233 7,150 4,036 703 17.42 
8. Michael Cage, SuperSonics .......... 3,956 2,536 7,075 4,535 765 16.87 
9. LaSalle Thompson, Kings/Pacers ..... 3,956 2,329 7,280 4,286 718 16.75 
10. Bill Laimbeer, Pistons .............. 3,961 2,640 7,019 4,678 776 16.59 
By Greg Thomas 


SHOULDERING THE LOAD 


Sure, Herschel Walker and Eric Dickerson are vital cogs in their teams’ offenses, but you don't really know just how 
substantial these NFL stars’ contributions are until you compare their numbers to the team output. Both Walker and 
Dickerson accounted for better than 70% of their teams’ total rushing yardage. No other back contributed more than 
65%. Listed below are the 10 running backs who had the largest percentages of their teams’ total rushing yards. 


Rank Player, Team Individual Atts. Individual Total Team Total Pct. 
1. Herschel Walker, Cowboys 1,514 1,995 75.9% 
20 9 EriciDickerson;, Coltsia: 9... 5! <tee x 1,659 2,249 73.8% 
3: Joe'Morris; (Giants. Fs. 6.02020 c055. 008 1,083 1,689 64.1% 
4; 6aGreg.Bell "Rams: 23250 cceac rcs ered 1,212 2,003 60.5% 
5. Roger Craig, 49ers ......... ae 1,502 2,523 59.5% 
6. John Stephens, Patriots ...... 1,168 2,120 55.1% 
7. Gary Anderson, Chargers 1,119 2,041 54.8% 
8. JohnSettle, Falcons ............. 1,024 2,016 50.8% 
9. Curt Warner, Seahawks ......... a 1,025 2,086 49.1% 

10. Neal Anderson, Bears................ 1,106 2,319 47.7% 


By John Grabowski 


INSIDE SPORTS 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking 


Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. 


© 1989 Rv. REYNOLDS TOBACCO CO. 


THE GOOD DOCTOR 


tah superstar Karl (The Mailman) Ma- 
lone ts an amazing physical specimen. Is 
there anything he fears? 
C.C., ONEIDA, N.Y. 
Yeah. All those dogs on his route. 


understand California Angels pitcher Jim 
Abbott has a wife who is incredibly beauti- 
ful and incredibly built and talks exactly like 
Kathleen Turner. What's her name? 
B.H., ORCHARD HOMES, MONT. 
Jessica Abbott. 


urt Reynolds and Bert Convy are going 
to put up the money for the next super- 
middleweight championship fight? How 
come? 
B.A., OLD TOWN, ME. 
That's right. Our guests today are Ray 
Leonard and Tommy Hearns on another 
exciting edition of “Win, Lose, or Draw”! 


ave you ever been bribed to write some- 
thing nice about somebody? 
E.S., CHAMBERLAIN, S.D. 
No, but every day I pray for an overnight- 
express envelope with a return address 
from the University of Kentucky. 


fter all those Equitable Old-Timers 
baseball games that you have been to, 
which hitter impressed you the most? 
T.W, O’FALLON, MO. 
Senior Felix. 


Db? you happen to know which sports 
columnist is the favorite of the NBA 
champion Detroit Pistons? 

M.A., OTSEGO, MICH. 
The Bad Doctor. 


f all the many revelations at the Cana- 
dian drug inquiry, which ones surprised 
you most? 
R.H., OSAGE, IOWA 
I think the craziest one was when that 
Caribbean witchcraft doctor testified he had 
convinced Ben Johnson to put the eye of a 
hawk, the ear of a newt, the fingernails of a 
female sprinter, and the dusty part of a 
Dorito tortilla chip into a little yellow bottle 
and then drink it while repeating the magic 
incantation: “There's no place like Seoul. 
There’s no place like Seoul. There's no place 
like Seoul...” 


WwW 


id Navy life have any particular effect on 
the basketball abilities of David Robin- 
son? 
L.B., OLYPHANT, PA. 
Nah. Except every time he disobeys the 
coach, Robinson worries that somebody will 
force him to peel potatoes. 


hat ts the official ruling for a two-base 
hit by a relief pitcher for the Cincinnati 
Reds? 
J.F, OGLESBY, ILL. 
Double Dibble. 


ow that Kareem Abdul-Jabbar is out of 
basketball, what's he up to? 
L.A., OLIVEHURST, CALIF. 
He's a co-pilot for a major airline. 


oday’s athletes are always talking about 
“focusing.” Everybody's focusing these 
days. But on what? 
W.B., OKANOGAN, WASH. 
All I know is what Hank Aaron said when 
Yogi Berra pointed out that he was batting 
with the trademark facing up. “Didn’t come 
up here to read,” Aaron said. “Came up here 
to hit.” 


ince McMahon is the brains behind the 
World Wrestling Federation, or so it 
seems. Know anything about him? 

J.E., OLMSTEAD FALLS, OHIO 
Brother of Jim and son of Ed, Vince has 
made a nice living for himself promoting and 
broadcasting pro wrestling. He was the one 
who first spotted 6’8”, 120-pound ice cream 
vendor Slim Hogan on a Venice, Calif., 
beach and told him he had a big future if he 
would just lift weights. McMahon also dis- 
covered Jesse (The Body) Ventura teaching 
kindergarten in Wisconsin, discovered An- 
dre the Giant working as a dance instructor 
in Miami, and found Bobby (The Brain) 
Heenan under a rock. 


n your opinion, what does Deion Sanders 
do best—play football or play baseball? 
ES., OWASSO, OKLA. 
What Deion Sanders does best is talk about 
Deion Sanders. 


occer interest is growing, what with the 
World Cup coming up soon in Italy, and 
then the next one to be held in the United 


States. Have you been caught up in the 
excitement? Are you a soccer buff? 

PL., ONTARIO, ORE. 
I am becoming one. It particularly excited 
me in recent months to watch the U.S. team 
advance through World Cup competition 
with victories over Trinidad and Tobago, 
Costa Rica, Madagascar, Lower Mongolia, 
Sri Lanka, Crete, Greenland, Eastern Hon- 
duras, and other international powers. And 
did you see us really kick the British Virgin 
Islands’ butts? I tell you, soccer is big here. 


A ngie Dickinson is going to appear in a 
movie based on the life of professional 
golfer JoAnne Carner? 

T.C., OLATHE, KAN. 
You bet. Be watching for “Big Good Mama,” 
coming this fall. 


oming into its first season in the Na- 
tional Basketball Association, does Or- 
lando have a good center? 
R.T., OAK CREEK, WIS. 
One. Epcot. 


ete Rose had many objections to that 250- 

page document detailing the charges 

against him. What was his biggest complaint? 

A.B.G., OAKDALE, MINN. 

That USA Today condensed the whole thing 
into three paragraphs. 


inneapolis was awarded the Super 
Bowl in 1992. Any particular reason 
why? 
ET., ONECO, FLA. 
Guaranteed neutral field. 


re there any first-rate American women 
tennis players coming along soon? 
A.S., OLNEY, MD. 
We hope so, but first she'll have to defect. 


f you could only see one National Football 

League game this winter, which one would 
you like to see? 

M.K., OREM, UTAH 

Baltimore vs. St. Louis. Ei 


In a fever to know what really goes on in the 
world of sports? Will you feel awful until you 
Jind out? Send for a diagnosis to: The Good 
Doctor, 990 Grove Street, Evanston, Illinois 
60201—then wait patiently. 
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COUGH SUPPRESSANT TABLETS THAT GIVE FAST, DELICIOUS RELIEF. 


NEW FROM LUDEN’S. 


Take Care 
Of Those 
Fingers! 


HE FIRST MEMORY I 

have of sports dates 
back to grade school. I lived in 
the Cabrini public housing 
project in Chicago. Yes, even in 
those days there was a Cabrini- 
Green, but it consisted of row 
houses, not highrises as it does 
today. Every day I couldn't 
wait to get home, so I could join 
my friends down at an inter- 
section in the project. The 
intersection made a pretty 
good baseball diamond. 

The upside of that situation 
was I learned about cama- 
raderie; the downside was I 
never learned to evade my fa- 
ther, Ramsey Sr., who was a 
gospel singer and director of the church 
choir. My dad would grab me by the seat of 
the pants almost every day and say, “Go 
home and practice the piano. First practice, 
and then play baseball.” I never listened. 
But, fortunately, he hung in there, and 
fortunately, his will was a little stronger 
than mine. 

But my father was also a Cubs fan, and he 
occasionally would take me to Wrigley 
Field. He made sure I went to see Jackie 
Robinson, and he made sure I knew the 
significance of who Jackie Robinson was and 
what he meant to people. 

My biggest disappointment in sports by 
far was not making the basketball team at 
Wells High School. I loved basketball, and I 
went out for the team every year. I wasn’t a 
bad athlete. I was on the track and field 
team. I participated in the high jump and the 
broad jump, and I did pretty well. 

But I had my heart set on the basketball 
team. I could see the big varsity jacket with 
the big varsity letter. I could see the girls 
flocking around me. Finally, in my senior 
year, I made it. But my tenure was very 
short-lived. I ran home to tell my father, 


THE FAN 


WwW 
By RAMSEY LEWIS 


‘T played every night with the guys, and I found out 
my dad had exaggerated the harm—the average guy 
doesn't break his fingers playing basketball.’ 


who really didn’t share my joy. He said, 
“Your piano teacher says your career is in 
music. You can’t afford to break your fingers. 
Go back and tell your coach.” I was 
devastated. 

The next day, I went to tell my coach I 
couldn’t play. He was candid; he said, “It’s 
just as well, because I think your career is in 
music too.” By the next day I had forgotten 
my disappointment. 

While I didn’t play for the team, I did play 
every night with the guys. I found out later 
that my father had exaggerated the harm 
basketball would probably cause me. First, 
the average guy doesn’t break his fingers 
playing basketball. And second, my piano 
teacher always said it was best for me to be 
as normal as possible and not worry about 
harming my hands. 

But my father was very smart. He knew 
the basketball team practiced long hours 
after school, and he knew I couldn't give my 
all to the team and still practice the piano, 
work my part-time job, and play for the 
church choir. And he was right. 

I remain a sports enthusiast, and I love to 
watch the games on television. I’m out of 


town almost every weekend on 
tour, and three or four times a 
year I go to Europe or the Far 
East. But when we're in the 
states, I love to relax by watch- 
ing a pro game on TV. Basket- 
ball, football, baseball—all of 
them. I get very involved in the 
action. When I watch the game, 
I’m the guy on the field or on 
the court. 

But as far as participating in 
athletics, I don’t get much of a 
chance. These days my ath- 
letic life is about Nautilus and 
the Lifecycle. It’s about push- 
ups and sit-ups and free 
weights. When I’m on the road, 
I try to walk three or four 
times a week for half an hour. 

My wife Geraldine plays a 
mean game of tennis, but we 
don’t play together. I dislo- 
cated my shoulder, so I can’t 
serve aggressively. 

Ihave five boys: Ramsey III, 
Kevin, Kelly, Frayne, and 
Bobby. They range in age from 34 to 19, and 
all of them are sports-minded. One boy 
sprained his ankle the other day playing 
tennis with Jesse Jackson, who's our next- 
door neighbor. Jesse plays with a passion. 
He plays like a 19-year-old going out for the 
team. 

These days, all the extra energy I have 
goes into planning a new restaurant-club in 
Chicago called Ramsey's Place. We hope to 
open at the end of 1989. It's been an 
aspiration of mine for a long time. In some 
ways, it parallels my desire to make the high 
school basketball team. It’s something I've 
wanted very much, something I’ve dreamed 
of, and this time, I’m pretty sure I'll see my 
dream come true. 

Ramsey's Place will have hot music going 
all the time. It'll be the kind of place where 
you just drop by any time of day. In fact, it’d 
be a perfect place to socialize after a Bulls 
game. @ 


RAMSEY LEWIS is one of the most success- 
Fuljazz musicians in the country. His creden- 
tials include more than 50 records, seven 
certified gold, and three Grammy Awards. 
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ILLUSTRATION BY JAMES BENNETT 


~~ ba, 4 , uae s 


> 


We Wr Fock You! 
L.A. GEAR’ 


PERFORMANCE FASHION FOOTWEAR. 


©1989 L.A. Gear 


Available at Foot Locker 


CRAIN ASDA’ AT IT'S Beso 


Now and then, a fine spirjt can evoke the very essence of { LIGHT 
. . . . ~ . . . _ ~ ‘ , 
the land that produced it. So it is with Canadian Mist, America’s © —_ - 


| | SES =i —9 SMOOTH, 
number one Canadian. Pleasingly mellow. Yet clean, honest, and true. ~ MELLOW 


Like Canada itself. When it’s at its best. 


Imported and Bottled by Brown-Forman Beverage Co., Canadian Whisky, A Blend, 409% Alc. by Volume, Louisville, KY. © 1989 


